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byzantine catholic seminary of ss. cyril and methodius 

hosts “Come and see” weekend  of discoverY 

   For many years I have been 
discerning the Holy Priesthood.  
But only recently, in my senior 
year of high school in 2020, did 
I take my faith and discernment 
seriously.  
  Last year, my spiritual father, 
Very Rev. Jim Koury, informed me 
about a three-day weekend retreat 
for discerning Byzantine Catholic 
men.  It’s held once each year 
in November at the Byzantine 
Catholic Seminary of SS. Cyril 
and Methodius in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
and I was eligible.  
  I applied and was accepted to 
participate.  I attended it with the 
closed mindset of "I don't think 
the Seminary is for me."  
  By the end of the retreat, I had 
many questions for myself.  These 
questions arose because I felt it 
had refueled the small fire urging 
me to take discernment to the 

Holy Priesthood more seriously.  
   The two biggest questions that 
arose were; "Am I in the right 
major in college?" and "When am 
I ready to join?" 
   I had talked to my spiritual 
father about my experience going, 
and I was advised to "Pray about 
it. There is no rush."  I took his 
advice and prayer became my 
journey friend.
   I had planned on not attending 
another "Come and See," 
thinking I was all set and had the 
discernment I needed to consider 
joining the Seminary after college, 
but Father Jim had insisted I go 
again, saying, "It won’t hurt you 
going again! And you will always 
learn more!"
  So, I applied for the 2022 "Come 
and See" and was accepted again.  
It took place Nov. 4 to 6 at the 
Seminary.
  I was one of 21 young men 
in attendance. Together we 

represented the Melkite, 
Ukrainian, and Ruthenian 
jurisdictions.
   This time I could take in more 
information than before since 
I was more familiar with what 
would happen during the retreat. 
   The first day of the retreat 
(Friday) focused on learning about 
the four dimensions of formation: 
spiritual, intellectual, pastoral and 
human. The Seminary’s Director 
of Human Formation explained 
each dimension's meaning and 
its key in our lives. At the end 
of that night I reflected on each 
dimension and how I could 
improve myself more in each.
   The following day during 
brunch after Divine Liturgy, I 
talked with my mentor about the 
four dimensions of formation.  
   He told me, "A big part of 
Seminary is that not only will 
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Archpriest John G. Petro

   Very Reverend Archpriest John 
George Petro, a retired priest of 
the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh 
fell asleep in the Lord on Oct. 
29.  One of three children of 
the late Nicholas and Elizabeth 
(Orlosky) Petro, he was born in 
Washington, Pa. on July 1, 1942.
 His early education was 
received at the public schools in 
Canonsburg, Pa. and he was a 
member of the first class to be 
graduated from the then new 
Canon-McMillan High School 
in 1960.   He then entered SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Seminary 
and enrolled at Duquesne 
University where he earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
philosophy. Chosen to attend the 
then known Catholic University 
of Louvain, Belgium, Father John 
was awarded the Master of Arts 
degree in theology after four 
years of study there.  
   On Sept. 29, 1968 Bishop 
Stephen J. Kocisko ordained 
him to the priesthood at his 
home parish of St. Michael in 
Canonsburg. During his 54 years 
of active ministry, Father John 
served the parishes of SS. Peter 
and Paul, Warren; and St. John, 
Youngstown; both in Ohio. In 
Pennsylvania, he was assigned to 

By Subdeacon Abraham Barahmeh, 
St. Basil Melkite Church, Utica, N.Y. 
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Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
Schedule of Services  -  Christmas 2022

Very Reverend Andrew Deskevich, Rector

your professors/mentors help you 
grow, but also your peers."  
  Following brunch that day 
were talks on a week in the life 
of a seminarian, the challenges 
of discernment, the Theology 
of Priesthood, and discerning 
marriage and priesthood.  Each 
talk helped me understand how to 
prepare myself if I am accepted as 
a seminarian and what to look for 
during my discernment journey.
  My favorite part of Saturday 
was the panel discussion.  This 
allows time for the retreatants to 
ask the seminarians any question 
they want ranging from their pre-
Seminary studies to their favorite 
books and saints.
   On the last day of the retreat  
(Sunday), we began the day with 
early-morning Matins in the 
Seminary Chapel followed by 
Divine Liturgy at a nearby parish.  
  For the conclusion of the 
retreat, the rector explained the 
discernment journey, and, from 
what he said, I learned it is not me 
who chooses whether to become a 
Priest or not, but God.
   As my time began to end at 
the retreat, I had set three goals 
for myself by the time I graduate 
from college:  First, take elective 
classes to help me think like a 
philosopher/theologian.  Second, 
increase the time dedicated to 
God each day, like in Seminary.  
Lastly, work on approaching new 
things with an open mind.
   My thoughts on the "Come and 
See" retreat are that it gave me 
hope and a plan about my future, 
and that I encourage young men 
who take their Eastern Catholic 
faith seriously to take advantage 
of this opportunity in the future. 
n

 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: “Come 
and See” retreatants with their hosts, 
the seminarians and staff of B.C.S.; 
“Come and See” allows time for some 
to take a hike on a beautiful fall day; 
and Witness talks after brunch on 
Saturday.   

the byzantine catholic world

Saturday, Dec. 24
Vigil, Feast of the 
Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve    
9 a.m.     Royal Hours
8 p.m.     Vigil Liturgy

Sunday, Dec. 25
Feast of the 
Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
9 a.m.     Divine Liturgy

Story continued from page 1

“Come and See” Weekend at Seminary
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eternal memory
deacon george m. fatula sr., md

Reverend Deacon George M. Fatula 
Sr., MD 

   Deacon George Michael Fatula, 
Sr., MD fell asleep in the Lord on 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, just six days 
after his wife Renetta departed 
from this life.  Deacon George, 
the son of the late George and 
Ann Marko Fatula, was born in 
McKeesport, Pa. on Feb. 17, 1945.
  Growing up in Duquesne, 
Pa., he was graduated from 
Duquesne High School in 1963, 
second highest in his class, as he 
had one B grade.  He attended 
Washington and Jefferson College 
in Washington, Pa., finishing 
there in 1967 with a Magna 
Cum Laude degree in chemistry.  
Deacon George’s medical degree 
was received from the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1971.  
  Active in the Church for his 
entire life, he served as a catechist, 
usher, cantor and bingo caller. 
  In 1984 he received the St. 
Nicholas Award as “The Byzantine 
Catholic Man of the year.” When 
the late Metropolitan Judson M. 
Procyk established the Diaconate 
program for the Metropolitan 
Church of Pittsburgh, he was 
a member of the first group to 

begin study and preparation 
for this Sacred Order.  He was 
ordained a Deacon at his home 
parish, Nativity of the Mother of 
God in Du Bois, Pa. by the late 
Metropolitan Basil M. Schott on 
July 13, 2003.
  Professionally Deacon George 
was established in his general 
pediatric practice.  He formed 
the first pediatric unit at Du Bois 
Hospital, and his titles included, 
Chief of Staff, Chief of Pediatrics, 
Chief of Medicine and President 
of the Jefferson County Medical 
Society.  One of his career 
highlights came in 2006 when he 
was named “Pediatrician of the 
Year” by the Pennsylvania Chapter 
of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. He retired from active 
practice in Sept.  2018 because of 
health concerns.
  Deacon George also participated 
in the life of the community.  He 
was active with Boy Scouts,   a 
manager for Little League 
baseball, and he provided 
physician services on the sidelines 
for DuBois Area High School 
football games. He belonged to 
the Knights of Columbus and 
the DuBois Lions Club.  He was 
honored by a Paul Harris Fellow 

award by the Rotary Club, and by 
the Distinguished Service Award 
by the DuBois area Jaycees.
  Preceding him in death were 
his parents and his wife Renetta.  
Survivors include his children:   
George Jr. (Amy) Fatula of 
DuBois; Renetta Morelli (Neil 
Keilen) of Frederick, Md.; Edward 
(Angela) Fatula of Ellicott City, 
Md.; Daniel (Crystal) Fatula of 
DuBois; and Tara (Matthew) 
McNally of Durham, N.C.: sister 
Barbara (Gerald) Longstreth: 
sisters-in-law Bonnie (Barry) 
Mylan and Emilia Bertugli; 
and brother-in-law Christopher 
(Margie) Bertugli.
  Friends were received at 
the Baronick Funeral Home 
on Wednesday, Nov. 2. The 
Parastas Service was celebrated 
that afternoon.  Metropolitan 
Archbishop William C. Skurla 
celebrated the funeral Divine 
Liturgy on Thursday, Nov. 3 at 
Nativity of the Mother of God 
Church, DuBois.  Concelebrants 
were Very Reverend Andrew 
Deskevich and Reverend Father 
Vasyl Banyk, and Deacons Paul 
Boboige and Luke Crawford 
were the deacons.  Priests in 
attendance were Reverend Father 
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SS. Peter and Paul, Braddock; SS. 
Peter and Paul, Duquesne; Holy 
Ghost, McKees Rocks; St. John, 
Rankin; and St. Nicholas, Nanty 
Glo.  
   In 1977 he was appointed 
chaplain to the Sisters of St. Basil 
and spiritual and retreat director 
at their House of Prayer at Mount 
St. Macrina in Uniontown, Pa.  
Noteworthy is the assistance he 
provided to the Sisters in their 
work of translating the texts for 
the liturgical services of vespers, 
matins and others into English. 
They had been previously 
published in Greek, Old Slavonic 
and French.   
  The American College of the 
Catholic University of Louvain 
invited him in 1984 to return 
and to join its faculty as director 
of Spiritual Formation for a five-
year term. After this, he became 
pastor of Holy Ghost Church in 
Charleroi, Pa. and he also taught 
at SS. Cyril and Methodius 
Seminary.
  Archbishop Judson Procyk 
named him rector of that 
seminary in 1995, a position he 
held for an unprecedented 17 
years.  During this time he led 
the Board of Directors, faculty 
and project team in achieving 
full academic accreditation from 

the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and the Association of 
Theological Institutions.
     After resigning as seminary 
rector in 2012, he began a 
sabbatical year until in 2013 he 
was named pastor of St. Stephen 
Church in North Huntingdon, 
Pa., the ministry of leadership 
and service from which he 
would retire in April, 2022. 
    Surviving him are his brother 
Fred (Mary Ellen) Petro, sister 
Barbara ( John) Modzelewski, 
nephew Gregory (Kristen 
Sweeney) Modzelewski, 
great niece Eliza Sweeney-
Modzelewski, and niece Dr. 
Katherine (Dr. Nicholas Bosch) 
Modzelewski, and numerous 
cousins and friends. 
  Friends were received at the 
Cathedral of St. John, Munhall, 
Pa. on Wednesday, Nov. 9.  
Metropolitan Archbishop 
William C. Skurla presided at the 
priestly service for a priest  that 
evening.  Very Reverend Andrew J. 
Deskevich was the celebrant, and 
the concelebrants were Archpriest 
John S. Kachuba, Very Reverends 
Robert M. Pipta and Ronald 
Barushefski, and Reverend 
Fathers Stephen J. Wahal, Jerome 
G. Botsko and Paul W. West. The 
deacon was Deacon Lawrence G. 
Hruska and Subdeacon R. Luke 
Iyengar served. Martin Bovee Sr. 

assisted, and Father Will Rupp 
as cantor led the congregational 
singing. 
  Metropolitan Archbishop 
William C. Skurla presided at 
the funeral Divine Liturgy on 
Thursday, Nov. 10. Very Reverend 
Andrew J. Deskevich was the 
celebrant, and concelebrants were 
Archpriest John S. Kachuba, Very 
Reverend Robert M. Pipta and 
Reverend Fathers Valerian M. 
Michlik, Geoffrey Mackey and 
Paul W. West.  Deacon Lawrence 
G. Hruska was the deacon, the 
seminarians served and Martin 

Bovee Sr. assisted.  Very Reverend 
Robert M. Pipta was the homilist, 
and Father Will Rupp was joined 
by other cantors in leading the 
congregational singing.  Priest, 
Deacons and Religious Sisters 
from the Archeparchy of 
Pittsburgh and the Eparchy of 
Parma were in attendance.
    Interment followed at Mount St. 
Macrina Cemetery, Uniontown 
Pa.
  In blessed repose, grant O Lord 
eternal rest to your departed 
servant Archpriest John and 
remember him forever. n

Andrew Marko (Uncle of Deacon 
George), Very Reverend James A. 
Spontak and Reverend Fathers 
James Ragan and William Rupp.  
Also in attendance were  Deacons 
John Custaney, Daniel Perich, 
Dennis Prestash and Steven 
White.
  Interment followed in St. 
Michael cemetery, Du Bois.
  In blessed repose, grant O Lord 
eternal rest to your departed 
servant Deacon George and 
remember him forever. n

By The Byzantine Catholic
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh
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  The Pittsburgh Byzantine 
Catholic Archeparchial Choir 
(PBCAC) invite all to share the 
spirit and joy of the holy Nativity 
of our Lord as they present "A 
Byzantine Christmas" on Sunday, 
Dec. 11 at Holy Spirit Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Pittsburgh’s 
Oakland neighborhood. 
  The program begins at 2 p.m.
  Sponsored by the Archeparchy’s 
Campus Ministry program, 
the PBCAC’s presentation at 
Holy Spirit Church – located at 
4815 Fifth Ave. in the heart of 
Oakland’s vibrant university scene 
– will include beloved Byzantine 
hymns and carols celebrating the 
Nativity and the many wonders of 
the holy season. 
   Byzantine Ruthenian selections 
Church Slavonic and English 
will be presented as well as a few 
well-known Western songs with a 
Byzantine twist. 
  College students and their 
families especially are encouraged 
to come and enjoy the choir’s 
Christmas songfest.
  Immediately following this 

Campus Ministry event, a 
hospitality reception with 
refreshments and treats will 
follow the program in the lower 
level of the church. 
  Admission is free, and there is 
also plenty of parking available in 
the church vicinity. 
  Divine Liturgy also will be 
celebrated by the Campus 
Ministry team later that evening 
at 5 p.m. in the church. All are 
welcome to attend.
 Holy Spirit Church Administrator 
Father Michael Kunitz, Campus 
Ministry director Father David 
Abernethy, PBCAC director 
Darlene Fejka and the entire 
Archeparchial choir look forward 
to welcoming college students, 
family, faithful and friends on 
Dec. 11 for this inspired program 
of joyous songs of the Nativity 
season. All are welcome! 
  The 2022 “A Byzantine 
Christmas” program is the 15th 
holiday season presentation 
staged by the Archeparchial 
Choir, whose members will 
celebrate their 25th anniversary 
year in 2023. n
 

Members of the Archeparchial Choir enjoy a pause in their Christmas presentation 
as Metropolitan William addresses the faithful in attendance during the group’s 
2017 program at St. John the Baptist Cathedral in Munhall, Pa. 

“A Byzantine Christmas” Bulletin 
Board

Greater Pittsburgh 
Protopresbytery 
schedules Philippian 
Fast Devotions

  The Priests and Deacons 
of the Greater Pittsburgh 
Protopresbytery (GPP) are 
extending an opportunity to 
spiritually prepare for Our Savior 
Jesus’ coming in the flesh. 
  In this first annual event, the 
clergy is encouraging all to 
prepare by making a good and 
worthy Confession of sins by 
approaching the Holy Mystery 
of Reconciliation prior to a pre-
Nativity Moleben.  
  The first Celebration was 
Sunday, Nov. 20 at St. Gregory, 
Upper St. Clair, Pa.
      The second opportunity will 
be  3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18 at St. 
John the Baptist, Lyndora, Pa.    
Light refreshments will follow.  
    The GPP is noted for its annual 
Great Fast Penitential Vespers 
prior to Holy Week and for the 
annual Social Pasta Goodwill 
Offering Dinner in October.  
    If you have any questions, 
please contact the Protopresbyter, 
Father Frank Firko 412-771-
3324.  
  Let us prepare the Bethlehem 
of our souls and make a fitting 
place for our Savior to rest His 
Precious Head in the Manger of 
our hearts on Christmas Day.  n 

Upcoming event at 
the House of Prayer 
   The following events will take 
place at Mount St. Macrina  
House of Prayer, 510 W. 
Main  St., Uniontown, Pa. To 
register for programs or more 
information, call 724-438-7149 
or email hpmsm@verizon.net.  
  n 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10,  Christmas 
Preparation Retreat. Speaker 
is Father Ron Barusefski. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
will be offered along with a 
conference and a prayer service. 
Offering: $40. Lunch included. 
Registration due Dec. 3.  n  

Byzantine Catholic 
Mission in 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
   Epiphany of our Lord Byzantine 
Catholic Mission, 9301 Warfield 
Road, Gaithersburg, Md. 20882 
serves suburban Washington, 
D.C., northern Montgomery 
County and the city of Frederick, 
Md. Visit its website at www.
eolmission.org for a schedule of 
services. Call 703-573-3986 for 
more information. n
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Press release by the Pittsburgh Byzantine 
Catholic Archeparchial Choir  

Newlyweds meet Pope Francis

    Robert Grip and his wife, Diane 
(formerly Rabiej) Grip received the 
blessing of Pope Francis during his 
Wednesday audience in St. Peter’s 
Square on Oct. 19.
  They were married by Metropolitan 
Archbishop William C. Skurla, D.D. 
at the Cathedral of St. Michael the 
Archangel in Passaic, N.J. whose 
Rector is Very Rev. John Custer, 
S.S.L., S.T.D.
  Robert and Diane are both lifelong 
Byzantine Catholics.  Robert has 
served for many years as the public 
address announcer during Otpust 

in Uniontown, Pa. and is a past 
Chair of the Board of Directors at 
the Byzantine Catholic Seminary in 
Pittsburgh. 
  Diane served numerous Bishops 
during her time as Executive 
Assistant in both the Eparchies of 
Phoenix and Passaic.  She is active 
as an Associate for the Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great and also volunteers 
her time working during Otpust for 
the Sisters.  She also served on the 
Board of Directors of the Byzantine
Catholic Seminary. n

reflection from 

mount st, macrina

Sharing God’s 
presence  
by Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick, OSBM
Sisters of St. Basil the Great
Mount St. Macrina, Uniontown, Pa. 

This is a transcript 
of her Dec.. 11, 
2021 reflection.  
It can viewed on 
the Facebook page 
of the Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great 
at https://www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /

sistersofstbasil.uniontown.         

   Glory to Jesus Christ!
  We are getting ready for the 
time when "the fullness of time 
has come," so the Scripture says. 
This Sunday’s gospel (Gospel 
Luke 14:16-24) is very much on 
the theme of “presence” I have 
been talking about in this time of 
preparing for Christmas.
   The image Jesus offered as a 
parable is that of a great banquet; 
a rich man throws a great banquet 
and he has his invitation out there 
— many people are to come — and 
he has to put out the word when 
everything is ready. And he does. 
And many do not come.
   They do not come to the banquet; 
the symbol of “God with us”: 
“presence.”
   To receive it is a “present,” it’s 
a great gift. Through this time of 
preparation, I’ve been calling us to 
reach for that “presence” because it 
is God’s gift.
   The gift that we receive in every 
Divine Liturgy and in every 
Eucharist, in particular; the gift we 
receive every time we turn to the 
Word of God; the gift that we can 
receive in one another when we 
honor God’s presence in another.
   Have you, have I, paused in this 
season to receive these gifts? To be 
open more at this time to God’s 
presence Who desires to be with 
us more personally?
   The symbol of the rich banquet 
is a symbol of how generously God 
gives Himself to us.
   Friends, where are we in receiving 
this blessing and passing it on? I 
got to thinking how this “richness” 
is to be shared with our family 
members; with our children, 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews.
   I began to wonder how many 
vocations are missed, for example, 
when this “rich presence” of God is 
not shared and not encouraged in 
the lives of the next generations.
   This Christmas family time: may 
it be rich with God’s presence, 
enjoyed together and shared with 
a deepening of faith, hope and love.
    God bless you. n
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holy trinity in conemaugh pa. and st. nicholas in nanty glo, pa. 

Photos by Andrew Mishock

  Father Robert Oravetz 
celebrated the 25th anniversary 
of his ordination and the 10th 
anniversary of his service 
as pastor of Holy Trinity in 
Conemaugh, Pa. and St. Nicholas 
in Nanty Glo, Pa. with a dinner 
that followed Divine Liturgy on 
Sunday, Oct. 16.
  Among those attending  were 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
William Skurla; Very Rev. Andrew 
Deskevich, Protosyncellus and 
pastor, St. John the Baptist 
Cathedral in Munhall, Pa.; 
and Very Rev. Archpriest K. 
George Johnson, pastor, St. John 
Orthodox Church, Conemaugh, 
Pa.
   Father Robert prepared for the 
priesthood from 1993 to 1997 at 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Md., sponsored by 
Bishop Michael Dudick of the 
Eparchy of Passaic.
   He was ordained to the Diaconate 
in his home parish —St. John 
the Baptist in Pittsburgh (South 
Side), Pa. — on July 20, 2007 and 
was assigned to serve as deacon 
at St. Michael in Hermitage, Pa. 
under the direction of Father 
Frank Firko.
    Archbishop Judson Procyk 
ordained Father Robert to the 
priesthood of the Byzantine 
Catholic Church on the Feast of 
St. Demetrios on Oct. 26, 1997 at 
St. John the Baptist Cathedral in 
Munhall, Pa.
   The gold vestments worn 
by Father Robert at his 25th 
anniversary are his ordination 
vestments first worn in 1997. 
They have been frequently used 
for Sunday Liturgies during the 
past 25 years.
   A wooden blessing cross was a 
special ordination gift. The wood 
is from a tree — hit by lightning 
in 1996 — near the one-room 
home of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
located above Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary. 
   A fellow seminarian, a carpenter, 
saved the wood and carved the 
cross as a gift. The cross was 
written by iconographer Ray 
Mastroberte.
    Father Robert also served at 
Holy Ghost in McKees Rocks, 
SS. Peter and Paul in Tarentum, 
St. John the Baptist in Hawk Run, 
St. John the Baptist in Lyndora, 
all in Pennsylvania. n

parish news

Father Robert Oravetz celebrates 25 years 
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st. john chrysostom in houston, texas

parish news continued

 St. John Chrysostom Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Houston, 
Texas celebrated its 40th 
anniversary Nov. 6 with a 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and 
banquet.  
  This was a special occasion to 
give thanks to Almighty God for 
all His many gifts to us, but most 
of all for His Only Begotten Son, 
our Divine Savior, Jesus Christ.  
He has saved us and given us His 
Kingdom.    
  We thank the Lord for the 
celebration of the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy, and for the 
presence of our Metropolitan, 
Archbishop William Skurla. 
We thank the Lord for all those 
who have come before us in 
faith, without which, St. John 
Chrysostom Parish would not be 
here today. 
    We thank all those who belong 
to our parish family, for their 
prayers and spiritual support, and 
for all those who are able to share 
their talents and material goods 
in service of the Lord's Church. 
And a special thanks to all those 
who helped in the preparations 
for the 40th anniversary of our 
Parish Family.  
  We owe all of this, and every 
good thing, to the mercy and 
loving kindness of God. In the 
words of the Apostle James: “For 
every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly lights” 
( Jas 1:17). n

Celebrating 40 years

by Father Tom Wells
St. John Chrysostom, Houston, Texas 
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    St. John the Baptist Cathedral 
in Munhall, Pa. held it annual 
Basket Extravaganza Nov. 13.
 With Very Rev. Andrew 
Deskevich in the lead, Diane 
Pochran chaired the fund 
raising event and Parry Bovee 
provided much assistance, 

epecially  with decorations. They 
were enthusiastically supported 
be a cadre of hard working and 
dedicated parishioners.  
  The event was another successful 
endeavor which was well-
attended. n
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Basket Extravaganza 

Photos by Nick Havrilla Sr. 
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Fall Craft Show
   St. John the Baptist Cathedral 
in Munhall, Pa. held its Fall 
Craft Show during the weekend 
of Oct. 22.
  Along with crafters displaying 
their creative wares, the 
“Kathedral Kitchen” was busy 
serving tasty dinners.  
   Visiting patrons and retailers 
enjoyed the Cathedral’s famous 
stuffed cabbage dinners along 
with seasonal treats.
  With Very Rev. Andrew 
Deskevich leading the event, 
along with many hard working 
parishioners, the endeavor was 
quite successful. n

Seminarians visit  

  Seminarians Luke, Nate, and 
Mark visited St. John the Baptist 
in Uniontown, Pa. and took part in 
serving the Oct. 9 Divine Liturgy.
  Afterward, they spent time 
sharing their experiences with the 
parishioners at the coffee social. 
   The parish gave each seminarian 
a donation to help with their future 
studies. Best wishes to them! n

by Bonnie Balas and Julia Pillar 
St. John the Baptist, Uniontown, Pa. 

by Bonnie Balas and Julia Pillar 
St. John the Baptist, Uniontown, Pa. 

by Bonnie Balas and Julia Pillar 
St. John the Baptist, Uniontown, Pa. 

  Oct. 30 marked the 40th 
anniversary of the annual 
Carpatho-Rusyn festival at St. 
John the Baptist Church in 
Uniontown, Pa. 
  After a two-year hiatus, the festival 
returned with much enthusiasm by 
the  parishioners, as well as those 
who attended the event. 
  The day began with a special 
Liturgy celebrated by Metropolitan 
Archbishop William Skurla and 
Father Vasyl Symyon. Some of the 
day’s activities included folk art 
demonstrations, children’s crafts, 
church tours, and information on 
Rusyn culture. 

Festival fun

  Delicious food, lively Rusyn 
music, and fellowship were 
enjoyed by all. It was an 
overwhelming success! n 

  To commemorate the feast day of 
Blessed Bishop Theodore Romzha, 
a Liturgy was celebrated on the 
evening of Nov. 1. 

Movie night
 After the Liturgy, light 
refreshments were served. A 
documentary on the life of 
Bishop Theodore followed. Those 
attending were deeply moved and 
left with a greater knowledge of 
our Byzantine Catholic faith. n
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by John Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warrem, Ohio

SS. peter and paul in duquesne, pa. 

by Lisa Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio
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  It was a very special Sunday on 
Nov. 13 at the 10 a.m. Liturgy. 
The Dudt family, who recently 
joined our Parish from the Latin 
Rite, had their five children: 
Ethan Estep, Alice, John, Kurtis, 
and William Dudt receive the 
Mystery of Chrismation by 
Father William Rupp. 
  Ethan, John, Kurtis, and William 
received the Holy Eucharist for 
the first time as well.
   Following the Liturgy, a social 
with ice tea, coffee, donuts, 
cupcakes, and fruit was held to 
honor this special occasion. 
  Many parishioners greeted 
the family with kind words and 

Gift of the Holy Spirit

   Baking nut rolls that is. As one of 
our 100th anniversary fundraisers, 
some men, women, and their 
families got together on Nov. 10 
to 12 and made 750 nut rolls of 
different varieties: apricot, apricot 
nut, cranberry nut, poppyseed, and 
plain nut. 

We’ve gone “nutty”!
by Lisa Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

  Cinnamon rolls were also made 
with some of the leftover dough.
  The delicious rolls were sold 
before and after Liturgies, and 
were selling like Powerball 
Tickets before a big payout.
  This was a successful fundraiser 
that would not have been possible 
without the time and talents of 
our wonderful parishioners. n

HELPING HANDS The Wujick family were founding members of St. Michael in 
Newton Falls, Ohio, which is now closed. Some of their family members from 
Virginia and Columbus, Ohio, came up to help us with our nutroll baking. Thank 
you to all of you and God bless you!

blessings. God grant the Dudt 
family many blessed years! n
 

“Going, going gone!”

   A Covered Dish Luncheon 
and Auction was held Oct. 30 as 
a fundraiser to benefit our 100th 
anniversary celebration in 2025. 
   The food was delicious and the 
bidding got serious as many items 

such as crafts, beauty products, 
household appliances and many 
other treasures were presented to 
the bidders.
  It was a fun day and we thank 
all those who participated in 
any way to make this Auction 
successful! n  

Retreatants visit 
by Lori Hatala
SS. Peter and Paul, Duquesne, Pa. 

   Father David Abernethy and 
the parishioners of SS. Peter and 
Paul in Duquesne, Pa. welcomed 
a wonderful group of seminarians 
and retreatants from the “Come 

and See” weekend at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Byzantine Seminary.
   They came for Divine Liturgy as 
well as a coffee and donuts social 
which followed.
    Blessings on their vocations 
and discernment! Mnohaja lita. 
Z'Bohom. n
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by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittasburgh, Pa. 

by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittasburgh, Pa. 

  Following the Sunday, Nov. 
13 Divine Liturgy, Father 
Miron Kerul’-Kmec blessed 
new priestly vestments and altar 
cloths. 
  The altar cloths will be used for 
the Phillipian Fast (Filipovka) 
and the Great Fast. 
   The fabric for the vestments 
and linens were gifts of the 
Timo Foundation. The linens 
were made by parishioner 
Elizabeth Harbist. n

   Who’s that guy in the No. 
7 jersey? No, it’s not Big Ben!  
It’s none other than Father 
Miron Kerul’-Kmec of St. John 
Chrysostom in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
supporting his adopted city’s 
team, the Steelers!  
  On Oct. 30 the Steelers took 
on the Philadelphia Eagles, and 
the parishioners and friends were 
ready to cheer on their team. 
  St. John’s church hall was 
converted into a tailgate parking 
lot — everything but the cars and 
SUVs.  Lots of delicious food, 
basket raffles, football pools, and 
an auction set the stage for a fun 
afternoon.   
  This event is a huge undertaking, 
with months of planning and hard 
work.   John and Patty Niskach 
chaired this very successful 
event again this year which was 

Here we go Steelers! 
by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittasburgh, Pa. 

sponsored by GCU CPR-Lodge. 
  The parish family of St. John 
Chrysostom is very grateful to 
Patty and John; Basil Wahal of 
the GCU Home Office; and 
everyone who supported the 
fundraiser through donations and 
ticket purchases.  
  Unfortunately, our hometown 
heroes lost the game.  Better luck 
next year, Steelers! n

Parishioner makes pilgrimage

  When we hear the word 
“pilgrimage” many of us may 
think of the annual Pilgrimage 
to Mount St. Macrina over the 
Labor Day weekend.  Or perhaps 
one might think of the Holy 
Land.  Turns out that a pilgrimage 
can be accomplished much closer 
to home with a little planning and 
intent.
   Every fall, Andrew Prizzi of 
St. John the Baptist Church in 
Pittsburgh (South Side), Pa., goes 
on a retreat.  This year he decided 
to make a walking pilgrimage 
from his home to the tomb of 
the Servant of God Demetrius 
Gallitzin in Loretto, Pa. 
  “My thought [was] that the four 
days of walking, praying the Jesus 
prayer, and some spiritual reading 
at stops along with the discomfort 
of walking 70 miles, camping out, 
and dealing with the weather 
would be a good experience.”
   So, on a rainy Wednesday 
afternoon in October, Andrew 
began walking. By the next 
morning, the skies had cleared, 
and he had beautiful fall weather 
for the remaining four days.  On 
the 70-mile trip from Delmont to 
Loretto, he was able to use existing 
bike trails for all but 10 miles of 
the journey. 
   Most of that journey Andrew 
used the Ghost Town Trail. 
There are markers along the trail 
identifying abandoned towns, 
once bustling with activity, but 
now only memories. The time 
alone gave him opportunity for 
reflection. Andrew shared that 
taking things for granted such as 

by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittasburgh, Pa. 

the demise of those little towns 
along the trail as well as the 
necessities of life like shoes, food 
and a place to sleep came to the 
forefront of his mind.
   Arriving at the tomb — which is 
open and available at all times — on 
Saturday, Andrew spent the night 
camping out. Father Demetrius 
Gallitzin, of Russian birth, was 
the second Catholic priest to be 
ordained in America right after 
the American Revolution. Father 
Demetrius founded Loretto 
Catholic Colony in 1799.  His 
tomb is at St. Michael’s Church 
on the site of Father Demetrius’ 
chapel. Everything in western 
Pennsylvania with the name 
Gallitzin is named for Father 
Demetrius.  
  This was Andrew’s first self-
planned and executed pilgrimage; 
and he says he will do another one. 
He advises others to be realistic 
about what you can accomplish 
physically. While rewarding, it 
was also a challenging endeavor.  
But then again, anything worth 
doing is almost never easy.
   Andrew, a Pennsylvania State 
Trooper and a cantor-in-training 
at St. John the Baptist under the 
tutelage of cantor Kevin Beres, 
is the husband of Elizabeth and 
father of Luke and Basil. n

st. john the baptist in pittsburgh, pa.

  Parishioners and guests of St. 
John Chrysostom in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. gathered after Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, Nov. 13, to 
celebrate our church’s patron 
saint.  
  Also known as “Golden 
Tongued,” St. John Chrysostom 
whose Feast is Nov. 13, revised 
the liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 
which is the liturgy we celebrate 
most Sundays in the Byzantine 
Catholic Church.  
  Parishioners shared their 
favorite dishes and desserts; 
shared in fellowship; and shared 
recipes, too. It was also an 
opportunity for cousins to get 
reacquainted.  
  My second cousin (I think), 
Andrea Panchura of St. Pius 
X, visited St. John’s for Divine 
Liturgy.  Our grandmothers, 
Ilya Tihey and Mary Panchura, 
were sisters!  Members of the 
Federation of North American 
Explorers (FNE) set up their 

by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittasburgh, Pa. 

fundraiser – a bread sale – in the 
church hall that morning as well. 
All in all, it was a lovely afternoon 
honoring our patron St. John 
Chrysostom. n

parish news continued

‘Tis the season for making kraut 

  Eric Schultz and Matt 
Rodrigues, parishioners of St. 
John Chrysostom Church in 
Pittsburgh’s Ruska Dolina 
neighborhood,  organized a 
sauerkraut canning party in the 
church hall on Saturday, Nov. 12.  
  Matt, who also chants the 
Epistle and sings with Cantor 
Kevin Beres, is an avid gardener 
Eric just happens to love 
sauerkraut.  
  When the two men discovered 
their shared passion, they 
organized a group of 15 to 
prepare then can 700 pounds of 
cabbage. 
  The sauerkraut was made off-
site, then transported in large 
tubs and canned in the church 
hall and kitchen.  
  All who worked on the project 

were paid in – what else? —  but 
quart jars of sauerkraut, which will 
be at its best for eating next fall.  
  Of course, a few quarts were set 
aside for our priest Father Miron 
Kerul’-Kmec and his family! n

Philipian Fast vestments blessed

Celebrating our patron saint
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st elias in munhall, pa. 

    Pirohi orders placed for the 
holidays will be available for 
pick-up at St. Elias in Munhall 
on Dec. 4 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

   St. Elias thanks everyone 
for their patronage and wishes 
everyone a very merry Christmas 
and a healthy and prosperous new 
year! n
 

by Marilyn (Urban) Manfredi
St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhalll, Pa. 

Happy 97th birthday!Happy 60th anniversary!
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Busy times at St. John the Baptist

    Congratulations to parishioners 
Bob and Mary Ann Polochak, 
who celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary.  
  They were married on Oct. 
20, 1962.  Father Kevin Marks 
celebrated the 9 a.m. Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, Oct. 23 for 
their intention and gave the 
couple a special blessing and a 
floral arrangement.  
  Bob and Mary Ann were blessed 
to have all of their children and 
grandchildren in town for the 
weekend.  
  An open house in their honor 
was held on Saturday, Oct. 22 at 

by William Dzuricsko
St. Michael, Hermitage, Pa. 

the St. Michael Social Center.  
  May the Lord God grant to 
His jubilarians Bob and Mary 
Ann, as they celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary, peace, health, 
and happiness for many years, na 
mnohaja i blahaja l'ita! n

   Elsie Urban will celebrate her 
97th birthday on Dec. 17.
  Elsie has been a long-time 
parishioner of St. John the 
Baptist Cathedral in Munhall, Pa. 
She and her late husband John 
were very active members.  She 
tremendously enjoyed working 
the social functions at the Center 
for several years. So many good 
memories. 
  Since Elsie’s move to Logan 
Place in Lower Burrell, she 
occasionally attends SS. Peter 
and Paul Byzantine Church in 
Tarentum, Pa.  When she cannot 
attend in person, she is “tuned 
in” Sunday mornings listening 
to the liturgy from Holy Ghost 
Byzantine Catholic Church in 
McKees Rocks, Pa. She loves to 
sing along!  Elsie is most proud 
of her Byzantine Catholic faith 
and remains an important part of 
her life. She keeps busy with all 
the activities at Logan Place and 
enjoys outings with her children.  

Elsie Urban 

  Elsie is the mother of John 
(Mary Rita) Rocky River, Ohio; 
Marilyn (Sam) Fox Chapel, Pa.; 
and Lori ( Joe) Louisville, Ky. 
  She is the grandmother of 
Michael (Camille) & Ryan 
(Stephanie) Urban and the great-
grandmother of Xander, Eliana, 
Graelyn, Riley, Georgia, Marnie 
and Brody. 
  Our mother is a true blessing. 
We are all so grateful. n

   St. John the Baptist in Scottdale, Pa. held its annual Spaghetti Dinner 
last month. n

Father Oleh Seremchuk was honored 
with a birthday cake during the dinner. 

Pirohi for the holidays 

   Parishioners at St. John the Baptist in Scottdale, Pa. began making pirohi 
for their annual Craft Show during the Christmas season. n

by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhalll, Pa. 



the byzantine catholic world

st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 

st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 
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Good therapy
by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

“East Meets West”

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

Children’s Story Time 

parish news continued

  On a beautiful Sunday 
afternoon, Oct. 23, St. Gregory’s 
parishioners were on the road to 
visit St. Vincent Archabbey in 
Latrobe, Pa. 
  On the program was the 
Verostko Center for the Arts, and 
the exhibition, “East Meets West: 
Women Icon Makers of West 
Ukraine.” 
  On loan from the Sacred Art 
Pilgrim Collection, “East Meets 
West” pays tribute to eight 
innovative artists, students of a 
new school of iconography in 
the cultural center of Lviv, who 
blend traditional Byzantine 
iconography, modernist painting 
techniques, and elements of 
Eastern European folk. 

   We also enjoyed the European 
Collections which is at the core 
of the Archabbey Collection. 
Beautiful paintings from the 17th, 
18th, and 19th centuries, gifted 
on behalf of King Ludwig I of 
Bavaria to Saint Vincent in the 
mid-19th century. 
  The Rare Book Collections 
is unique at St. Vincent’s with 
a collection of several dozen 
manuscripts and leaves, hand 
authored documents, and books 
printed prior to 1500.
  Following our visit to the 
Verostko Center our next stop 
was St. Vincent Basilica where 
we all offered a prayer and viewed 
this 130-year-old structure. 
  Afterward, we all enjoyed 
a delicious dinner at Rizzo’s 
Restaurant in nearby Crabtree, 
Pa. n

   On Monday morning, Oct. 31, 
Children’s Story Time took place 
in our Church Hall.   

  Our kids enjoyed the following 
stories: Five Little Monsters, The 
Good for Nothing Button, and A 
Monster is Eating this Book. 
  Afterward, it was time for crafts 
and cupcakes enjoyed by all. n
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  On Sunday Oct.  23, parishioners 
and friends of St. John the Baptist 
toured the “East Meets West: 
Women Icon Makers of West 
Ukraine” exhibit at St. Vincent 
College in Latrobe, Pa. 
  A brief introduction to the icons 

by Bonnie Balas and Julia Pillar 
St. John the Baptist, Uniontown, Pa. was given and a video provided 

more information about what 
inspired the artists. 
  Throughout  the duration of the 
exhibit, a collection was taken to 
benefit children of Ukraine who 
have been   orphaned or displaced 
as a result of the war. Over $700 
was donated by St. John’s parish. n

  Following the Divine Liturgy 
on Sunday, Nov. 13, we welcomed 
Jim Caprio and his dog Eddie to 
St. Gregory in Upper St. Clair, Pa.
  Eddie is a therapy dog, and he 
works at Children’s, Magee, and 
Canonsburg Hospitals. 
  We all enjoyed the presentation 

during which we learned about 
therapy and service dogs that are 
part of the organization Canine 
Companions. 
  Eddie enjoyed all the hugs and 
snuggles from our children and 
parishioners. 
  We express our sincere thanks 
to our Library ministry for 
organizing and sponsoring this 
event. n
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By Father Kevin Marks
St. Michael, Hermitage, Pa. 

parish news continued

Honoring our veterans
   The deceased and living military 
members of St. John the Baptist 
Cathedral in Munhall, Pa. were 
recognized Nov. 12 and 13 for 
their service to our nation.   
  Following Saturday and Sunday's 

Divine Liturgies, the surviving 
members received a blessing from
Very Rev. Andrew Deskevich 
and were individually recognized 
for their honorable service 
accomplishments. n

  Our  parish Veterans were 
honored with a special blessing 

and gift at the Nov. 12 and 13 
Liturgies.  We love you and we 
thank you for your heroic service. 
n

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

   On the weekend of Nov. 12 to 
13, prayerful supplications were 
offered for all our living and 
departed veterans. 
  At the conclusion of the Divine 
Liturgy a prayer and blessing 
was bestowed upon St. Gregory’s 
Veterans. 
  As a community of faithful we 
thank you for your service and 
sacrifice! n
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 Ascension of Our Lord 
Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Clairtton, Pa. honored Veterans 
on Nov. 13.  
  Following Liturgy, the children 
led a flag ceremony sang “America 
the Beautiful.”  They presented 

by Trish Roberts
Ascension of Our Lord, Clarton, Pa. each Veteran with a thank you 

and Eat N Park gift card.  
  Father Ivan Mina recognized  
Julie Cochran, Michael Sowko, 
Michael Cherepko, Donald 
Buchina, John Glegyak and 
William M. Kerr with a special 
blessing for their dedicated 
military service. n
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thoughts for our day
by Archpriest David M. Petras

“The Eucharist is the 
Bread of life, and infants 
need to be nourished 
constantly, from then on, 
to grow spiritually.”

the rites of initiation: holy communion

            

St. John the Baptist Cathedral 
Munhall, Pa.
www.stjohnsbyzantinecathedral.com

   Here is the most current list 
of parishes broadcasting Sunday 
Divine Liturgies and other 
services to the Faithful via their 
websites and social media sites 
such as Facebook. 
  For changes or to be listed, send 
information to bcw@archpitt.org. 

Parish Liturgies broadcast via internet 
St. Michael
Campbell, Ohio 
www.facebookcom/st.michaelbyz.
campbell
   
St. Elias 
Munhall, Pa. 
www.facebook.com/
StEliasByzantine CatholicChurch/

SS. Peter and Paul
Braddock, Pa.
https://www.facebook.com/
SSPeterPaulBraddock/ 

St. Michael
Hermitage, Pa.   
https://www.facebook.com/
stmichaelbyz.hermitage 

St. Stephen
North Huntingdon, Pa.  
www.facebook.com/
ststephenbyzantinecatholicchurch

St. Mary
Windber, Pa. 
https://www.facebook.com/
StMaryDormition

Holy Ghost 
McKees Rocks, Pa. 
www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org
www.youtube.com, then type Holy 
Ghost Church Live Stream
 
St. John Chrysostom
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
www.sjcbcc.com
     
St. Gregory 
Upper St. Clair, Pa. 
www.facebook.com/stgregoryusc
 

When we 
b e c o m e 
children of 
God through 
the rites of 
initiation, this 
is completed 
by Holy 

Communion in the Body and 
Blood of our Lord.  Holy 
Communion is the mystery of 
“God with us.”  Whenever we 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy, the 
gifts that we offer of bread and 
wine are changed into the real 
body and the real blood of our 
Lord.  Of course, in reality these 
gifts were first given to us by 
God in creation. They are wheat 
and grapes that have then  been 
transformed by our God-given 
human powers of reason and 
the work of our hands by being 
baked into bread and fermented 
into wine.  In the Divine Liturgy, 
they are further transformed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit into 
God’s only-begotten Son who 
has been given to us by the Father.  
Indeed, in the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom, quoting the 
Gospel of St. John (3:16), we pray, 
“You so loved your world that you 
gave your only-begotten Son so 
that everyone who believes in 
him should not perish, but have 
life everlasting.”  Jesus, moreover, 
taught, “For the bread of God 
is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world 
... I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me will never hunger, 
and whoever believes in me will 
never thirst ... unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you do not have life 
within you” ( John 6:33.35.53). 
The whole purpose of baptism 
into the Holy Trinity is to give 
us access to the Bread of Life, 

and every time we receive Holy 
Communion the grace of baptism 
is renewed in us.  
  The Church teaches that there 
are seven sacraments.  In reality 
there is one seven-fold sacrament: 
Christ himself among us.  St. 
Paul wrote, "The mystery hidden 
from ages and from generations 
past...has been manifested to his 
holy ones...it is Christ in you, 

the hope for glory” (Colossians 
1:26-27).  For this reason, the 
Fathers called the Eucharist 
(Communion) the seal of all the 
sacraments, and in the practice 
of the Church the celebration of 
each of the sacramental mysteries 
was concluded with the Eucharist.  
Babies unable to eat solid food are 
still communicated with a little of 
the Eucharistic blood    The whole 
Church, for many centuries, 
immediately communicated 
infants who had been baptized.  
The Eastern Church continues 
to do so to this day.  The Western 
Church stopped communicating 
infants in the twelfth century 
when the Roman Church began 
to give Communion only in the 
form of bread and  small infants 
could not receive Christ under 
this form.  There was no way to 

communicate infants, though the 
practice of infant Communion 
existed in some parts of the 
Roman Catholic Church until 
the sixteenth century.  
  Under the influence of the Roman 
Catholic practice of the time, 
some of the Eastern Churches in 
union with Rome also stopped 
giving Communion to infants.  
This was contrary to tradition and, 
in fact,  was not viewed entirely 
with favor by Roman authorities.  
This changed, however, in the 
1990s, when the renewed Eastern 
Code of Canon was promulgated.  
Canon 697 read, “Sacramental 
Initiation in the mystery of 
salvation is perfected in the 
reception of the Divine Eucharist, 
and thus the Divine Eucharist is 
administered after baptism and 
chrismation with holy myron 
as soon as possible according to 
the norms of the particular law 
of the each Church sui juris.”  
The Liturgical Instruction of the 
Oriental Congregation of January 
6, 1996 explained why this is so, 
“Eucharist is the Bread of life, 
and infants need to be nourished 
constantly, from then on, to grow 
spiritually.  The method of their 
participation in the Eucharist 
corresponds to their capacity: 
they will initially be different 
from adults, inevitably less aware 
and not very rational, but they will 
progressively develop, through 
the grace and the pedagogy of the 
sacrament, to grow until mature 
manhood to the extent of the 
full stature of Christ” (cf. Eph 
4:13). Furthermore, the Liturgical 
Instruction makes it clear that 
“the administration of the Divine 
Eucharist to infant neophytes is 
not limited to only the moment of 
the celebration of Initiation,”but 
is to be given continuously from 

baptism on” (§ 51).
  This was difficult for some 
to accept, and they pointed 
to St. Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians (11:29): “For anyone 
who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body, eats and 
drinks judgment on himself.”  
However, what St. Paul is saying 
is that if we communicate in the 
body of Christ, we must discern 
that we - the community - are 
the body of Christ, and therefore 
must deal charitably with one 
another.  He mentions that the 
rich do not share their food with 
the poor.  Moreover, the practice 
of the Church was always to 
communicate those who were 
baptized at whatever age, and so 
did not interpret Paul as against 
infant communion.  The question 
of infant communion is the same 
as infant baptism.  Both are 
necessary for salvation: “no one 
can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and 
Spirit” ( John 3:5) and “unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not 
have life within you” ( John 6:53). 
An ancient Father, St. Cyprian, 
said that “infants are as capable 
of baptism as are adults and 
share equally in the divine gift 
given in baptism.  Having thus 
been baptized in the Spirit, the 
newborn drink from the Lord’s 
cup and are both baptized and 
sanctified.”  This is not “forcing 
religion” on an infant unable to 
completely understand it, but 
giving God’s nourishing grace to 
every human being in the hope 
that when they reach full maturity 
they will freely accept God’s 
infinite love for the fullness of life 
for all. n
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priests serve faithful at annual greater pittsburgh protopresbytery pasta dinner   

Father Michael Kunitz, Father Miron Kerul’-Kmec, Father Michael Huszti, Father Vitalii Stashkevych, Very Rev. Andrew Deskevich, 
Father Vasyl Polyak, Father Frank A. Firko, Father Radko Blichar, Deacon Sean Petrisko and Deacon Lawrence Hruska.

Pope chooses theme for July 24 World 
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
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At your service

Photos by Nick Havrilla Sr.

  This year's Greater Pittsburgh 
Protopresbytery Pasta Dinner at 
St. Elias Church, Munhall, Pa. 
was served on Sunday, Oct. 23, 
  Ten of the Greater Pittsburgh 
Protopresbytery Clergy served 
faithful from many parishes.
  Although there was no charge 
for the meal, a good-will offering 
was taken along with a raffle. 
 This gesture of charity 
demonstrates appreciation to all 
retired priests who served our 
parishes, and are now drawing 
from the Plan.  
   Thanks to all who attended the 
event. n



the byzantine catholic world

 
liturgical schedule at the Seminary

“Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord”

Join the Seminarians of Byzantine Catholic Seminary at 3605 Perrysville Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for Liturgical Prayer. Visitors are welcome at the Seminary 
chapel. Enter through the chapel door that faces Perrysville Avenue. It’s recom-
mended visitors call 412-321-8383 in advance. For more information about the 

Schedule of Services for December 

 
THU 1 7 a.m. Parastas for the Departed (R)
SAT   3      9 a.m.  Divine Liturgy (R)
       5 p.m.  Great Vespers (R)
SUN  4    8 a.m. Festal Matins and Divine Liturgy (R)
MON 5     8 a.m. Divine Liturgy (M)
TUE  6         7 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
WED 7       5 p.m. Great Vespers (R)
THU 8        8 a.m. Festal Matins and Divine Liturgy (R)
SAT   10      5 p.m.  All-Night Vigil (R)
MON 12       8 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R) [LS]
TUE    13    7 a.m. Third Royal Hour for Nativity (R)
WED  14      7 a.m. Sixth Royal Hour for Nativity (R)
THU  15     7 a.m. Ninth Royal Hour for Nativity (R)
SAT  17      9 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
           5 p.m. Great Vespers (R)
SUN 18       9 a.m. Divine Liturgy (M)

(M) Melkite tradition (R) Ruthenian tradition  [LS] Livestream

around the 
archeparchy

Seminary, go to www.bcs.edu. 

dates to 
remember
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ADULT EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES 
—Are you interested in learning more about our Byzantine Catholic 
faith? Each month, Father Michael Kunitz sets aside a Saturday 
afternoon to give an educational talk on a new topic related to our 
Eastern Catholic faith. Sessions are held at Holy Spirit, 4815 Fifth 
Ave., Pittsburgh (Oakland), Pa. and St. Pius X, 2336 Brownsville 
Road, Pittsburgh, Pa. 1 p.m. Dec. 10 (St. Pius X): Celebrating the 
Holy Supper. Do you have a topic you’d be interested in discussing?  
Please contact Father Michael at frmichaelkunitz@gmail.com. 

TASTE OF HEAVEN COOKIE SALE — 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 3. St. Gregory, 2005 Mohawk Road, Upper St. Clair, Pa. (near 
South Hills Village Mall). Purchase a container and walk along the 
tables selecting your favorites from a large assortment of homemade 
cookies and holiday treats. Additional nut horns, apricot horns, and 
other specialty cookies available pre-packaged. Come early for the 
best selection. For more information, call the Parish Office 412-835-
7800.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT/BAKE SALE — Noon-5 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, St. John the Baptist, 201 E. 
Main St., Uniontown, Pa. Sale features decorations, wood crafted 
items, folk crafts, religious articles, ornaments, parish cookbooks 
(Carpathian Cookery), imported items, homemade candy, various 
baked goods (long rolls, cookies, breads, etc.), and many other articles 
that would make fine  Christmas gifts or holiday decorations. Raffle 
prizes available. There will be a Nativity display. No admission 
fee. Handicapped accessible. Parking in lot behind school.  For 
information call: 724-438-1382 between 9 a.m.-3 p.m. M-F. Leave 
message. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PIROHI SALE — St. John the 
Baptist, 201 E. Main St. Uniontown, Pa. Take-out only. Potato cheese 
and sauerkraut: $12 per dozen. Cooked or frozen. Call  724-434-
5355 to place order M-F starting at 9 a.m. (unless limit is reached 
prior to that time). On message: Specify type of pirohi,  number of 
dozen, name, phone number, and time of pick-up. Pick-up is 9 a.m.-
noon Friday in back of school in upper parking lot.

ST. PIUS X PIROHI SALE — Noon-5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2, Friday, 
Dec. 9, St Pius X, 2336 Brownsville Road, Carrick. Frozen pirohi for 
the holiday season. Varieties will be potato/cheese and sauerkraut. 
Quantities limited. To order in advance, call the church at 412-881-
8344.

DEC. 4
St. Nicholas Celebration
St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall, Pa. 

DEC. 6
Feast of Our Holy Father Nicholas of Myra 

DEC. 8
Feast of the Maternity of Holy Anna

DEC. 19
“A Byzantine Christmas” 
Pittsburgh Byzantine Catholic Archeparchial Choir
Holy Spirit, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

DEC. 25
Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

DEC. 26  
Feast of the Synaxis of the Holy Theotokos

DEC. 27
Feast of the Holy Protomartyr Stephen

DEC. 31
Vigil of the Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord
Vigil of the Feast of St. Basil the Great
New Year’s Eve

See more upcoming events at www.archpitt.org


