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Metropolitan Archbishop William Skurla conferred Minor orders upon three seminarians and six Deacon candidates in the School
of Diaconal Studies Oct. 15 at St. John the Baptist Cathedral in Munall, Pa. For more photos, see page 3.Photo by Nick Havrilla Sr.
By The Byzantine Catholic
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh

Archbishop William conferred
Minor orders upon three
seminarians and six deacon
candidates at the Cathedral of St.
John in Munhall Pa. on Saturday,
Oct. 15.
Ordained
were
Reader
Luke Iyengar to Subdeacon;
Seminarians Nathanial Tapsak
and Tyler Wisniewski to Reader;
and Deacon Candidates John
Cencich, David Dominguez,
Joseph Hancharik, Douglas King,
Barry Smith and Michael Yewcic
to Readers.
Concelebrating the Divine
Liturgy
with
Archbishop
William Skurla were Very
Reverends Robert M. Pipta,
Ronald Barusefski and Frank
A. Firko; and Reverend Fathers
Kevin Marks, Ivan Chirovsky and
Oleh Seremchuk.
Very Reverend Andrew J.
Deskevich and Father Valerian
M. Michlik served as Masters of
Ceremonies.
Martin
Bovee
and
seminarians assisted around
the Altar. Subdeacon Kyprian
Wojiechowski and Seminarians

cantored the Liturgy.
Reverend Fathers Andrew
Nagrant,
Thomas
Dansak,
Brian Norell, James Spontak
and Lou Vallone and Deacons
Sean Petrisko, Michael George,
Larry Hruska, Isaiah Schick
and Nathanael Kline were in
attendance. Deacon Timothy
Kennedy served.
The newly ordained came from
the following parishes of the
Archeparchy:
n Sub-Deacon Luke Iyengar
and Reader Nathanial Tapsak,
Holy Ghost McKees Rocks, Pa.
n Reader Tyler Wisniewski,
St. John, Scottdale, Pa.
n John Cencich, St. Gregory,
Upper St. Clair; Pa .
n David Dominguez, St. John
Chrysostom, Houston, Texas.
n Joseph Hancharik, St. Nicholas,
Nanty Glo, Pa.
n Douglas King, St. Andrew,
Gibsonia.
n
Barry Smith, St. Stephen,
North Huntingdon, Pa.
n Michael Yewcic, Holy Trinity,
Conemaugh, Pa.
A reception followed in the
lower level of the Cathedral. n

Greater Pittsburgh
Protopresbytery
schedules Phillippian
Fast Devotions
Let us prepare for the
Coming of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus’ Nativity.
The Priests and Deacons
of the Greater Pittsburgh
Protopresbytery (GPP) are
extending an opportunity to
spiritually prepare for Our
Savior Jesus’ coming in the
flesh.
In this first annual event,
the clergy is encouraging all
to prepare by making a good
and worthy Confession of
sins by approaching the Holy
Mystery of Reconciliation
prior to a pre-Nativity
Moleben.
The first Celebration is 3
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20 at St.
Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa.;
and the second opportunity
will be 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18
Continued on page 2
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Last
year,
by
God's
providence,
as a Sister of
the Order of
St. Basil the
Great I was
assigned
to
serve in Croatia. Neither I nor my
superiors could even imagine how
soon this appointment would play
an important role both in my life
and in the lives of those whom
the Lord would give us.
"Sister, do you know that a war
has started in Ukraine?" My
brother persistently called me on
the morning of Feb. 24. Hearing
this news far away from home, I
wanted to return to Ukraine as
soon as possible to be with my
religious sisters, my relatives, and
friends. Every day was difficult
for me because the information
from social networks tore my soul
apart.
"Veronica, why, when people
are trying to leave Ukraine, do
you want to return?" our general
superior said when I expressed
my desire to return to Ukraine.
"I don't know why God decided
that we assigned you to Croatia
even before the war. Ask God
what He wants you to do there
now."
With the beginning of the war
in Ukraine, Ukrainians fleeing
from the war zone began to come
to Croatia. Most of them were
women and children, who also
brought their pets with them.
Thanks to the support of the
general superior Mother Marcella,
I ended my "crying" phase and
registered in the local Red Cross,
joining a group of volunteers
to help with the reception of
refugees from Ukraine.
Assistance to refugees from
Ukraine included: settlement
Continued on page 4
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Phillippian Fast Devotions
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Board
Upcoming events at
the House of Prayer

The following events will take
place at Mount St. Macrina
House of Prayer, 510 W.
Main St., Uniontown, Pa. To
register for programs or more
information, call 724-438-7149
or email hpmsm@verizon.net.
n 6:30-8 p.m. Nov. 7, Monday

Evening Reading Series (in
person): “Developing Boundless
Compassion” using Boundless
Compassion: Creating a Way of
Life, book by Sister Joyce Rupp.
Guides: Sister Barbara Jean
Mihalchick, OSBM and Dr. Jo
Ann Jankoski, D.Ed., LCMSW,
MS, CCTP. Registration due:
Sept. 26. Scholarships available.
n 10-11:30 a.m. Nov. 3, 10, 17

and Dec. 1, Thursday Morning
Bible Study (in person and
online):
"Introducing
the
Psalms" presented by Sister
Melita Marie Penchalk.

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 10, Christmas
Preparation Retreat. Speaker
is Father Ron Barusefski. The
Sacrament of Reconciliation
will be offered along with a
conference and a prayer service.
Offering: $40. Lunch included.
Registration due Dec. 3. n
n

We've moved!

Epiphany of our Lord Byzantine
Catholic Mission, 9301 Warfield
Road, Gaithersburg, Md. 20882
serves suburban Washington,
D.C., northern Montgomery
County and the city of Frederick,
Md. Visit its website at www.
eolmission.org for a schedule of
services. Call 703-573-3986 for
more information. n
the byzantine catholic world
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Taking another step

three seminarians, six candiates ordained at st. john the baptist cathedral in munhall, pa.
Metropolitan Archbishop William Skurla conferred Minor orders upon three seminarians and six Deacon
candidates in the School of Diaconal Studies Oct. 15 at St. John the Baptist Cathedral in Munall, Pa. See story
on page 1.

Luke Iyengar
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Tyler Wisniewski

Douglas King

Michael Yewcic

John Cencich

David Dominguez

Barry Smith

Joseph Hancharik
Photos by Nick Havrilla Sr.
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Simple gestures become hope
sister veronica galatan serves ukrainian refugees in croatia
Story continued from page 1
and provision of necessary
household items; provision of
necessary information regarding
legalization, job search, and
education of children. This is
where my knowledge of the
Croatian language came in handy.
I started translating for the police,
for social security institutions, in
hospitals, centers, monasteries,
and families where our Ukrainians
were settled.
Every day was full of touching,
difficult and painful stories. In
most cases, my job was listening
to someone who cried, who
rebelled, who was angry, who
hated but continued to love. I
tried to feel when it was necessary
to get closer and when to move
away. I understood that their pain
was too great, and I was too small
to heal it. That is why I decided
just to be with them. Encouraged
by my sisters I started to keep a
journal:
"I started life in war, and I end
it in war" — words of an 84-yearold grandmother who moved to
Zagreb with her daughter. This
grandmother trembled while
sharing her experiences, and I
trembled as I listened to her. Not
knowing what to say, I just sat next
to her and embraced her. Her old,
cold, trembling hand held mine. I
held the grandmother in my arms
and prayed for her.
I sit and am afraid to move so as
not to embarrass myself, hearing
a story from a woman from
Mariupol. She is over 70. She lives
in Zagreb with her daughter and
grandson. They were "defended"
by the Russian occupiers, who
bombed their houses. They sat in
the basement until they escaped.
They did not just sit, they also
prayed. "Today, God brought
me good news," the woman said
gratefully after learning that her
son and eldest grandson were
alive. I look at this woman with
pride. There is so much of the
Living God in her — she herself
is the Calvaria of God — she, like
God, accepts, embraces and does
not complain.
A mother from Severodonetsk,
filling out documents at the
police station, told me: "My son
took only a school diary and a
tennis racket with him because
he was playing tennis in Ukraine.
He really wants to go to school."
I looked at her 12-year-old son
and saw in him a thirst for life,
for knowledge, for development.
I looked at this young mother
and saw how her fragile female
shoulders in a foreign country
became not only a mother's, but

Sister Veronica Galatan, left, serves as a part of a Red Cross team consisting of a
psychologist, a translator and student volunteers. Photo courtesy of Sisters of St.
Basil the Great.

also a father's shoulders for her
son.
I helped this mother and her
son fill out the police documents.
She was embarrassed when it was
necessary to enter the place of
her birth in the column. "I was
born in Russia, but I was just
born there. After my birth, we
left there. I do not want this place
entered in my documents and will
seek this through the court. I am
ashamed." I had to explain to her
that nationality and religion are
not the reason why a person is
evil. Kindness or malice resides in
our hearts.
I understand the cry of her
soul. This mother lived in Bucha.
Having come out one day from
the basement to the street, she
saw an enemy tank approaching
her. It stopped, pointed the gun at
her and waited: she, the Ukrainian
woman and mother also stood
and waited. Only the Russian
killer was waiting to destroy, and
the Ukrainian woman-mother
was waiting to die.
"Veronica, thank you for being
with us," said the young mother
whom I escorted with her

daughter from the police after they
received a temporary residence
permit in Croatia. I hugged her,
and she opened her palms and
continued: "Here is our family
heirloom. That's all we could take
with us." In her hands was an old
small icon of the mother of God
with her child. The icon of the
mother with her baby enveloped
by palms once again showed me
the greatness of how God builds
a personal relationship with a
person. …
Today I was again on duty at
the Ukrainian settlement center. I
was asked to go to Room 114 to
talk to a woman who had come
here the other day. On the way
I learned her story. She is from
the Luhansk region. She has four
daughters (ages 8, 4, 1 1/2, and 3
months). A Russian missile flew
into their house and killed her
husband. When she arrived in
Croatia, her youngest child was in
intensive care.
Entering the room, I saw a
young mother unable to cry or
speak. She did not make contact.
I told her that I could not take
away her pain, but I would pray

Refugees from war-hit eastern Ukraine stand in line waiting for departure in a
refugee center Sept. 15 in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. Writing on a bus reads; "Children
Evacuation." AP photo/Andriy Andriyenko.
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that God would give her the
strength to get through these
difficult times. I suggested that
she take the children outside
for a walk, and invited her to
choose any Red Cross supplies
that she needed; the doctor gave
her medicine. After a while, this
mother did look at me. This was
the highlight of the day for me.
So little and so much in a sea of
pain and sadness! A few days later
we even had dinner together and
exchanged phone numbers.
Easter was a day off for all the
volunteers, but Father Andriy
and I came to the center to visit
our refugees, pray with them and
bless their Easter meals. "Christ
is Risen! You know, I was waiting
for you," said one woman, who
saw me opening the workroom
door.
"I came to see my grandchildren,
whom I haven't seen since the war
started," said an elderly man who
introduced himself with tears
in his eyes, who had been taken
from Kharkiv to Austria, and who
came to Zagreb this weekend.
Because they left from different
places and at different times,
the family ended up in different
countries. "Happy holidays!" he
said, looking intently into my
eyes. I thanked him and managed
only a wordless hug because the
pain has no words.
As I left him, an elderly woman
from Zaporizhzhia approached,
leaning on a stick, and asked me
to give her water. "Look, 'the
peacekeepers' came and evicted
us. I lived in the village, I had
everything, and now ...", she cried.
People began to gather for
breakfast. It was obvious that
most of them did not know how
to behave, how to greet, or what
to answer. And it was amazing
how their faces changed from
our human kindnesses, as if some
kind of lightness enveloped them.
Returning to the church for the
holy liturgy, I offered to the Lord
their eyes, their hearts and all that
is in them — visible and invisible
— all that needs the touch of the
Risen to be resurrected.
Unfortunately, the war in Ukraine
is ongoing. Despite the danger,
some Ukrainians return to their
homeland. Many want to return,
but their homes no longer exist.
Thanks to the openness of the
Croatians, refugees from Ukraine
can continue their studies, find
jobs, and get the necessities of
life. Of course, they face many
difficulties, but — compared to
the dangers of war — they have a
peaceful sky.
Taking care of refugees for
Continued on page 5
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“These kids need help”

father valerian michlik visits ukrainian refugees at kindergarten in slovakia
By David Mayernik Jr.
Editor

When Father Valerian Michlik
visited Kolysočka, a kindergarten
school in Prešov, Slovakia
earlier this year, he witnessed
18 Ukrainian children being
educated on the second floor.
All refugees of the ongoing war
in Ukraine, the children showed
him a map of their home country
with their small hands pointing at
each of their home towns.
The small school opened its doors
to Slovak and Rusyn children on
Sept. 1, 2021 and less than a year
later almost doubled its population
with Ukrainian students and their
family members.
Father Valerian, pastor at St.
Gregory in Upper St. Clair, Pa.,
told his parishioners about his
encounter following the Oct. 9
Divine Liturgy.
He traveled around Europe in
July with his daughter, Anja, who
was studying in Madrid, Spain,
and attended his father’s 80th
birthday party in Slovakia.
He met up with his daughter
in Split, Croatia, which is located
near the coast on the Adriatic Sea.
During his visit, he met
Ukrainian refugees in Croatia, the
majority being children and their
mothers, as men are in Ukraine
fighting in the war.
From there, Father Valerian
traveled north to Slovakia for his
father’s birthday celebration.
Before leaving from Pittsburgh,
he learned of the Prešov
kindergarten, the first Ruthenian
school of its kind in the area.
The building was renovated
and donated by the Slovakian
government and is about 45
minutes away from the border
with Ukraine.
“You can imagine a good
number of Ukrainian refugees
go through Prešov,” said Father
Valerian said.
“Prešov has always been
the heart of our people in that
country.”
Father Valerian said students
have access to a quality preprimary education and learn
numbers, colors, words and songs.
He showed a report card which

Ukrainian refugees at Kolysočka kindergarten school in Prešov, Slovakia.

grades students in areas such
as behavior, cleaning up toys,
drawing, singing, and fitness and
dancing.
“They also want to introduce
Western languages to these
children…They were showing
me the philosophy of how they
educate children there.”
Their daily menu includes a
slice of bread with butter and
honey at 10 a.m. and lunch of
chicken soup and vegetables with
tofu cheese, potatoes and dessert.
The school experienced much
change following Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine on Feb. 24.
“Then in the middle of the
school year, in February, the war
begins in Ukraine. Thousands of
people are leaving the country…
these children ended up in
Prešov,” Father Valerian said.
Eighteen Ukrainian children
now learn their curriculum on the
second floor along with 24 Rusyn
children on the first floor. This is
with no increase of funds from
the Slovak government, which are
distributed annually during the
summer.
Refugees in Prešov are living in a
reconfigured prison, monasteries
and student dorms.

Simple gestures become hope
Story continued from page 4

several months gave us new
acquaintances and built friendly
relations between us. The gratitude
of our Ukrainians, with whom
the war brought me together in
Croatia, is evident in their words
and actions.
"Sister Veronica. You have not

visited us for a long time. How
glad I am to see you. Will you eat
borsch, I just cooked it? Would
you like some coffee? I baked
Easter bread for you so you can
experience the smell of home ...".
And only now, I understand
the words of my general superior
Mother Marcela: "Ask God where
you can do more right now." In

Father Valerian praised the
school’s principal, who studied in
Kyiv, the capital city of Ukraine.
“When she saw the families
coming through Prešov, right
away, this woman, on her own,
went into action. Imagine, you just
started this kindergarten in 2021
and now you have a program No.
2, helping Ukrainian refugees,” he
said.
“They’re trying their best in a
town of 100,000 to help these
Ukrainian refugees. They come
from all over Ukraine and they’re
in exile, refugees in Prešov.”
Parishioners at St. Gregory
are also endeavoring to help the
school through this year’s Advent
outreach project.
Envelopes will be hung on

the branches of a St. Nicholas
Wishing Tree for donations to
fund various needs of the school,
such as reflective vests (needed
for when students travel through
town), art and kitchen supplies,
and staff sustenance.
The vests cost 5 Euro each — or
$5 each in U.S. dollars — so 31
are needed to cover each child
and four teachers for a total of
$175 U.S.
“I saw the program and I can
see these kids need help,” Father
Valerian told parishioners.
“I am asking you, from the
generosity and kindness of your
heart, to bring the joy of St.
Nicholas to those kids in Prešov
at that kindergarten.” n

St. Nicholas Wishing Tree at St. Gregory in Upper St. Clair, Pa. will benefit Ukrainian
refugees at Kolysočka, kindergarten school in Prešov, Slovakia.

times of war, when confusion
and the unknown surrounds
you completely, a simple gesture
provides hope for the best.
This story was reprinted with
permission from Global Sisters
Report: A project of National
Catholic Reporter. Visit their
web
site
at
https://www.
globalsistersreport.org/.
It was translated by Teodozija
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Myroslava Mostepaniuk.
Veronica Oksana Galatan
Veronica Oksana Galatan was
born in Ukraine, entering the
Croatian Vice-Province of the
Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the
Great in 1998. In 2006, she made
her perpetual vows in the Ukrainian
Province of the order. Currently, she
is serving as the vicar of the viceprovince in Croatia. n

PAGE 6

NOVEMBER 2022

Clergy retreat

Amid the pastoral splendor of the grounds at Antiochian Village near Latrobe, Pa., clergy of the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh gathered
for a commemorative photo during their 2022 retreat the week of Oct. 2. The retreat director was Father Gregory Hrynkiw from the Hermitage of the Three
Holy Hierarchs, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. Photo by Nick Havrilla Sr. n

A Pilgrimage “thank you”

reflection from mount st, macrina

The gift of presence
by Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick, OSBM
Sisters of St. Basil the Great
Mount St. Macrina, Uniontown, Pa.

This is a transcript
of her Nov. 12,
2021 reflection. It
can viewed on the
Facebook page of
the Sisters of St.
Basil the Great
at https://www.
facebook.com/
sistersofstbasil.uniontown.

Glory to Jesus Christ!
In the Byzantine Church, we’ll
be beginning the preparation
for Christmas; the season called
Advent.
As we begin, I thought, “What
theme could I speak about
and strive to live in this time?”
The word that came to me is
“presence/presents.”
Yes, it’s two different words
in English spelled two different
ways. It’s good to consider both
of them.
But my focus will be “presence,”
as regards the Lord in our lives.
We learned even as children that
God is everywhere. I don’t know
if that was a “hooray” moment for
you or an “uh-oh” moment.
Through our ability to be
conscious of Him, we could be
with God everywhere at all times.
Yet, we’re not. Our consciousness
of Him depends on learning to
be present and learning to move
away from other thoughts and
distractions and to set the time
that is specifically for prayer and
meditation.
I want to suggest also there are
many other occasions we can learn
to be open to “presence” because it
will be for us a gift, also.

There is a wonderful saint who
wrote a precious little book, “The
Practice of the Presence of God.”
It was a monk who worked in a
kitchen and had the daily grind
of that and washing pots and
cleaning up.
But he has been famous for
centuries for teaching people to
be mindful of the Lord’s presence
throughout the day.
I want to invite us to be more
conscious of that and seek
that gift in this holy season so
that by the time we come to
Christmas, the birth of the Savior
is something that has happened
more significantly in us this year
than other years. Seek Him and
He will be found.
But this presence, it also guides
our actions. The Gospel for the
Sunday before Advent is the
Good Samaritan found in the
10th Chapter of the Gospel of
Luke. The Good Samaritan is
someone who was present to the
moment. He did not look the
other way. He paid attention to
the man who was injured on the
side of the road. He was present
to the reality in front of him.
We, with our myriad of
distractions, often are not
present to what’s in front of us.
On our way to becoming more
contemplative this Christmas –
more aware, walking in God’s
presence more often – I invite us
to think about how present we are
to one another right in our own
households. And how present we
are when we pray; and how often
we could, with the help of our
angels, ask to be present to the
Lord, aware of His gracious love
and goodness to us.
God bless you. n

This messags
was posted by
Sister Susan
Sisko, OSBM,
Provincial,
Sisters of
St. Basil the
Great, on their
web site at https://sistersofstbasil.
org/ last month.
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Friends,

Every year at this time, we are
blessed with a miracle. Through the
grace of God and the intercession
of His Holy Mother, our Annual
Pilgrimage took place once again,
for the 88th time.
During every final week
of preparation, we wonder if
everything will get finished, will
we be ready, will the weather hold

the byzantine catholic world

up? Somehow, all the answers
to these questions became the
miracle we experienced Labor
Day Weekend.
You were very much a part of
that miracle. Every effort and
sacrifice you made during the
Pilgrimage became a gift to all
who were blessed by being here
to honor the Mother of God.
Your presence helped to make the
Pilgrimage a vibrant experience
of what it means to be Church.
May the blessings of Pilgrimage
accompany you all through the
year, until we meet again to honor
Our Mother of Perpetual Help at
her Shrine on Mount St. Macrina.
With gratitude,
Sister Susan Sisko
Provincial, Sisters of the Order of
St. Basil the Great n
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ss. peter and paul in warren, ohio

Helping the community

by Betty Zombar
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

On the first Wednesday of every
month, a group of parishioners
at SS. Peter and Paul in Warren,
Ohio prepare and serve meals for

the needy at St. Vincent de Paul’s
kitchen.
In September, they were joined
by their new priest, Father
William Rupp.
Father Will can really shuck
corn! n

Pasta dinner
by Lisa Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

On Sunday, Oct. 2, the Social
Hall of SS. Peter and Paul in
Warren, Ohio was transformed
into an Italian restaurant.
The décor included an Italian
flag hanging on the wall, Italian
placemats, jars of pasta as
centerpieces, and Italian music
playing in the background.
Guests were treated to
homemade wedding soup, salad,
choice of mostaccioli or spaghetti,
meatballs, homemade
rolls,
beverage and dessert.
A Wine Bar was on hand where

wine was available to purchase by
the glass to enjoy with dinner or
by the bottle to take home.
A Chinese Auction was held with
23 beautiful baskets on display to
be won. Each basket was worth
$50 or more. A 50/50 Raffle was
also included in the festivities.
The proceeds from this fundraiser
will go towards our 100th
Anniversary Celebration in 2025.
We thank all who cooked,
donated,
decorated,
and
volunteered their time in any way
to make this Pasta Dinner a huge
success! God bless you! n

John Chekan, Father Will Rupp, Elaine Vislosky and Stephanie Enasko

st. nicholas in nanty glo, pa.

Blessing of Pets
by Eugene Ostinowsky
St. Nicholas, Nanty-Glo, Pa.

Following the Sunday, Oct. 9
Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas in
Nanty Glo, Pa., Father Robert
Oravetz held the annual blessing

of pets.
After each blessing, Father
Robert provided the pet with a
bag of treats and the pet owner
was given a medal of St. Francis. n

Pastor Appreciation Month
by Lisa Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

Mini turkey sandwiches, fruit,
cupcakes, and beverages were
available to parishioners after
each Liturgy on Oct. 15 and 16 as
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they expressed their appreciation
with kind words and cards to
Father Will Rupp for Pastor
Appreciation Month.
May God grant Father Will
many blessed years! n
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st. john chrysostom in pittsburgh, pa.

Mini-retreat

Mystery solved!

by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa.

by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa.

St. John Chrysostom Church
Hall in Ruska Dolina in
Pittsburgh, Pa. was packed the
night of Saturday, Sept. 17 for a
Murder-Mystery Dinner.
“Montana Marie” was shot in
cold blood, but who did it?” The
comedy show was executed (pun
intended) by Mystery’s Most
Wanted Theatre Company — and
what a cast of characters!
The jokes were aplenty and
audience participation was at its
best!
A huge thank you to GCU
CPR-Lodge for organizing this
night out for the parishioners
of St. John Chrysostom and St.
John the Baptist Churches both

located in Pittsburgh.
Barb (Kolesar) Hill solved the
mystery; but we won’t give it away
here!
A special thank you to John
and Patty Niskach for chairing
this successful event for the
parishioners and friends of both
churches.n

Father Miron Kerul’-Kmec and
Father David Abernethy, along
with Subdeacon Tim Fariss,
conducted a mini-retreat Sept. 24
at St. John Chrysostom Church in
Ruska Dolina, Pittsburgh, Pa.
The focus of the retreat was
Technology and Christian Life.
Recognizing the increasingly
important role technology has in
our lives, the discussions centered
around how as Christians we
might navigate the lure of
technology, the practicality and
benefits of technology, while
also recognizing that technology
presents temptations away from
our purpose as Christians.
Throughout the afternoon and
early evening, the more than 20 in
attendance listened attentively to
Father Miron and Father David,
and then shared in the discussions.

Clergy Appreciation Day
by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Sunday, Oct. 9 was deemed
Clergy Appreciation Day for
2022. At St. John Chrysostom
Church in Greenfield, Pittsburgh,
parishioners celebrated their
parish priest, Father Miron Kerul’-

Kmec Jr. with a social and special
cake following Divine Liturgy.
Father Miron celebrated one
year at St. John Chrysostom
Church in late August, and the
parish family is so happy to have
him, his wife Sarah and their
children in our parish family!
Mnohaja Litja, Father Miron! n
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There was a light supper served
which provided all in attendance
— from senior citizens, high
school students to many college
students — with a chance to get
to know each other better and to
continue the conversation.
The mini retreat ended with the
Office of Small Compline.
Participants also had an
opportunity to evaluate their
experience and results indicate
the desire for more mini-retreats.
Stay tuned! n
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ss. peter and paul in duquesne, pa.

Spaghetti dinner
by Lori Hatala
SS. Peter and Paul, Duquesne, Pa.

A delightful afternoon was
enjoyed by many at the SS.
Peter and Paul in Duquesne, Pa.
Spaghetti Dinner.

continued
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Mnohaya lita to Father David!

A big thank you to all who
helped to support our parish. It
was wonderful to see faces we
know and faces we got to know.
A great big “thank you” to all the
workers who made it a success. n

by Lori Hatala
SS. Peter and Paul, Duquesne, Pa.

Father David Abernethy has
been brought to us to lead
our parish family and we look
forward to growing and working
with him. You are in our prayers.
Congratulations also on
your new assignment with the
Pittsburgh Byzantine Catholic
Campus Ministry.
Welcome to your new home.
Z'Bohom!n

Project Send a Smile

by Barbara Longstreth
SS. Peter and Paul, Duquesne, Pa.

During the month of September
SS. Peter and Paul in Duquesne,
Pa. supported Project Send a
Smile.
The project sends yellow ribbons
with encouraging messages to
children with cancer.
Each $3 donation goes directly
to support the Morgan Adams
Foundation, a cancer organization
dedicated to funding critically
needed research for better
treatment. Members of the parish
donated over $200. n

Carter and Elizabeth Cinci

ascension of our lord in clairton, pa.

Annual Family Picnic

by Trish Roberts
Ascension of Our Lord, Clairton, Pa.

Ascension of Our Lord in
Clairton, Pa held their annual
family picnic on Sunday, Oct. 2.
The Holy Name Society grilled
burgers, hot dogs and kolbassi
and families donated coverdish
salads, veggies and desserts for the
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occasion.
Everyone enjoyed playing bingo
and trying their luck at the basket
auction and share-the-wealth
drawings. Children took turns
in games tossing bean bags and
penny pitches along with building
castles with cups for prizes. n
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parish news

st. elias in munhall, pa.

St. Elias in Munhall will have
plenty of pirohi ready for the
holidays!
Potato/cheese are $14 per
dozen. Lekvar are $16 per dozen.

NOVEMBER 2022

st. john the baptist in scottdale, pa.

Pirohi for the holidays
by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. ELias, Munhall, Pa.

continued

Deadline for orders is Nov. 10.
Pick up is 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 4.
To place an order, call the church
hall at 412 461-9271 and leave a
message.
Thank you for your support! n

Happy anniversary
Father Oleh Seremchuk
was honored Sept. 20, the
anniversary of his ordination to
the priesthood.
At right are Father Oleh with
his son, Mark, and wife, Maryna.
n

Pirohi on the menu

Parishioners at St. John in Scottdale, Pa. gathered in late September to
make pirohi for the holiday season. n

John Onusko and Catherine Catalina cut and fill pirohi.

Munhall Community Day

by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa.

Munhall Community Day got
off to a soggy start on Oct. 1,
but festival goers were greeted

by the smiling faces of St. Elias
parishioners who warmed them
up with delicious pirohi and
haluska n

Working on the pirohi are: Gloria
Copeland,
Catherine
Catalina,
Barbara Zaksek and Marybeth
Final inspection is performed by Marge Weaver. John Onusko is in
Ondus and Debbie Saxberg.
background.

Barbara Zaksek, Gloria Copeland, and Kathy and John Onusko.
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st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa.

Book Club
by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa.

On Tuesday evening, Sept. 20, St.
Gregory’s parishioners gathered
for another Book Club gathering
to discuss “A Gentleman in
Moscow,” a critically acclaimed
historical-fiction novel set in the
Metropol Hotel in Moscow from

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa.

The annual blessing of the
animals was celebrated Oct. 4 at
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Visitors from near, far

1922 to 1954 by New York Times
bestselling author Amor Towles.
Parishioners enjoyed discussing
this novel that chronicles the
plight of a man whose reduced
circumstances provide him a
doorway into a much larger world
of emotional discovery. n

Blessing of Animals

continued

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa.

On Sunday, Oct. 2, we welcomed
to St. Gregory Father Ronald
Barusefski (Eparchy of Passaic),
Director of Human Formation at
our Byzantine Catholic Seminary,

and Father Gregory Hrynkiw, a
priest-monk in the Eparchy of
Saskatoon, Canada.
Following the Divine Liturgy,
we all enjoyed fellowship in our
Church Hall. n

Father Gregory Hrynkiw Father Ronald
Barusefski amd Father Valerian Michlik.

St. Gregory in Upper St. Clair,
Pa.
The date coincided with the feast
of St. Francis, the patron saint of
animals and the environment. n

Cookie Decorating Class
by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa.

On Friday, Oct. 7, our parishioners
thoroughly enjoyed a Cookie
Decorating Class hosted by our St.
Gregory’s Women of Faith.
Pam, from Grammy Pammy
Sweetery in Weirton, W. Va., did
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an excellent job teaching and
sharing her skills, on how to
decorate cookies for the holiday
season.
Everyone enjoyed learning how
to decorate Christmas themed
sugar cookies and each other’s
company. n
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st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa.

continued
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st. mary in monessen, pa.

“This is ‘Jeopardy!’”

Ladies Guild marks 73 years

Following the Oct. 16 Sunday
Divine Liturgy, St. Gregory’s
parishioners gathered for “St.
Gregory’s Jeopardy!” hosted by our
own St. Gregory ByzanTeens.
This was a unique parish event
enjoyed by all as we witnessed two
teams of parishioners face off in a

Members of St. Mary’s Ladies
Guild in Monessen, Pa. celebrated
their 73rd anniversary Oct. 11 at
Hill’s Restaurant in New Eagle.
President Margaret Krolik
welcomed everyone and after
the flag salute, Father Stephen
Wahal, Spiritual Director for the
Guild and pastor of St. Mary,
offered the Invocation.
Deacon John Hanchin was
presented with a gift and card
by Margaret on the occasion
of his 19th anniversary in the
Diaconate.
An October birthday was
recognized for member Betty
Ann Suchko (Oct. 27).
Members of the October
Committee were: President
Margaret Krolik, Vice President
Dorothy Stefan, Treasurer Alvera
Zolock, Secretary Ruth Hanchin,

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa.

friendly game of Jeopardy! which
included topics such as Feast
Days, Scripture, Food, Parish Life,
and even commercials promoting
our parish ministries.
At the end of this fun event
the response of our faithful was
enthusiastic.
Congratulations and great job,
St. Gregory’s ByzanTeens! n

Father Kevin Marks, pastor at
St. Michael in Hermitage, Pa. and
St. Michael in Campbell, Ohio as
well as Archeparchial Vocation
Director, attended the Vocation
Fair at Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio on Friday,

and Culinary Kay Zebula.
The Committee had an Icon of
the Blessed Mother and Child
Jesus displayed on the head table
surrounded with a garland of
sunflowers. Fall flowers in bud
vases accented the side tables.
Sunflower cupcakes made by
Joyce Seman were served for
dessert.
Father Stephen asked members
to think of some new ideas that
would encourage new members
to joint the Guild.
Door prizes were won by
Margaret Krolik, Ruth Hanchin,
Brenda Rusnak, Alvera Zolock,
Kay Zebula, Linda Kernisky,
Debbie Holman and Father
Stephen.
The next meeting will be held
on Tuesday, Nov. 1 at 1 p.m. in
the Church Hall. New members
are welcome. n

ABOVE Front row: Brenda Rusnak,
President Margaret Krolik, Culinary Kay
Zebula, Joyce Seman, Linda Kernisky,
and Treasurer Alvera Zolock. Back
row: Father Stephen Wahal, Deacon
John Hanchin, Secretary Ruth Hanchin
and Debbie Holman. Not pictured Vice
President Dorothy Stefan. LEFT Icon
of the Blessed Mother holding the Child
Jesus RIGHT Sunflower cupcakes made
by Joyce Seman.

st. michael in hermitage, pa.

On the road

by Ruth Hanchuin
St. Mary, Monessen, Pa.

October 7 to promote vocations to
the Byzantine Catholic Church.
Assisting him was newly
ordained, Father Brian Norrell,
pastor of the local parish, St.
Mary's in Weirton, W. Va. n

st. michael in campbell, ohio

“Sip & Pinch” Party
by Father Kevin Marks
St. Michael, Campbell, Ohio

Great food, great drinks and a
great time were had by all of our
St. Michael parish family and

Father Kevin Marks and Father Brian Norrell
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friends who attended the “Sip &
Pinch” party Thursday, Oct. 6 in
celebration of National Pierogi
Day. n
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ss. peter and paul in braddock, pa.

st. john the baptist in northern cambria, pa.

Seminarians visit

Baskets of fun

It was "Donut Time" after the
Oct. 2 Sunday Liturgy and we we
had the pleasure of having three

St. John the Baptist in Northern
Cambria, Pa. held its Fall Basket
Auction Oct. 8 and 9.
The fundraiser will support
expenses for the repair and

By Arleen Jama
SS. Peter and Paul, Braddock, Pa.

of our Byzantine Seminarians
join us.
Thank you Tyler Wisniewski,
Nate Tapsak and Nick Krivacs for
serving and cantoring. n

By Sandy Ferrance
St. John, Northern Cambria, Pa.

painting of the church’s windows
We had a lot of help this year
and everyone had fun during the
event.
Father Roman Andriitso is
pastor. n

st. nicholas in perryopolis, pa.

St. Nicholas fundraiser
by Frances Kranik
St. Nicholas, Perryopolis, Pa.

The Perryopolis, Pa. St. Nicholas
Ladies Altar Society held a pulled
pork lunch fundraiser Sept. 10
with the assistance of a few of the
men in the parish.
We received rave reviews for the
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slow cooked BBQ pulled pork,
baked beans and cole slaw. One
young patron ate every last bite,
which, amazed his mom and
grandma!
We appreciate the loyal patrons
who did come! n
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st. john the baptist in uniontown, pa.

Busy times at St. John the Baptist
All St. John the Baptist stories
by Julia Pillar and Bonnie Balas

New red altar linens which
were ordered from Ukraine
and donated by Cathy Phillips
were used for the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. To
adorn the cross on the tetrapod,
a beautiful floral wreath was

What started out as a rainy
morning turned into a beautiful
day for the 16th annual Car
Show, which was held at St. John
the Baptist in Uniontown, Pa. on
Sept. 25.
Despite the rain, about 50 cars

Parishioners celebrating birthdays
in September were recognized at
the coffee social which followed
the Sunday Liturgy on Sept. 11.

Croissants, salads, birthday cake
and more were served by the
Social Ministry Committee.n

ECF classes are underway at St.
John the Baptist in Uniontown,
Pa. On Sept. 18, Father Vasyl
Symyon invited all students and
teachers of the parish to receive

a special blessing to begin the
school year. ECF teachers were
issued their certificates for the
upcoming catechetical year. n

handmade by parishioners Kay
Breakiron and Julia Pillar. n

showed up for the event.
Delicious food and baked goods
were prepared by the parishioners
and a variety of raffle items and
baskets were donated.
It was a successful and fun-filled
day! n

The 33rd annual Rosary Walk
was held on Sept. 18. The six
Catholic churches of Uniontown,
Pa. including St. John the Baptist
participated in this event.
The second glorious mystery
was led by Father Vasyl Symyon
and the singing of Marian hymns
was led by Bonnie Balas, Kathy
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Vensko, and Matt Minerd. About
200 people attended the event.n
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thoughts for our day
by Archpriest David M. Petras

the rites of initiation: chrismation
When
we
are baptized,
we
become
children
of
God. We are
baptized “in
the name of
the
Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.” St. Paul expresses this,
“But when the fullness of time
had come, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the law,
to ransom those under the law, so
that we might receive adoption.
As proof that you are children,
God sent the spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying out, “Abba,
Father!” (Galatians 4:4-6). God
becomes our Father by adoption;
the Son of God, Jesus, our Lord,
becomes our brother; as Scripture
says, “He who consecrates and
those who are being consecrated
all have one origin. Therefore,
he is not ashamed to call them
‘brothers’” (Hebrews 2:11). We
are baptized with the baptism
of our Lord: “After Jesus was
baptized, he came up from the
water and behold, the heavens
were opened for him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and coming upon
him. And a voice came from
the heavens, saying, ‘This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased’.” (Matthew 3:1617). This is all done in the power
of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus
rose from the dead, he confirmed
the faith of the Apostles, and told
them to await for the promise
from on high. Our baptisms are
dynamic, and so, even after we
enter this new life, we receive
the gift of the Spirit to seal and
manifest this new relationship.
After
the
Resurrection,

therefore, Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit upon the apostles so that
they were able to proclaim our
faith. St. Paul writes, “no one
can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by
the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians
12:3). St. Paul likewise teaches
that this gift of the Spirit is an
essential part of our relationship
with God, “In him you also, who
have heard the word of truth, the

The sacramental
msytery of the gift of
the Holy Spirit is called
chrismation. Chrism is the
material substance that is
the sign of the Spirit.
gospel of your salvation, and have
believed in him, were sealed with
the promised holy Spirit, which
is the first installment of our
inheritance toward redemption
as God’s possession, to the praise
of his glory” (Ephesians 1:13-14).
This is a wonderful gift, as St.
Paul describes, “the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, self control” (Galatians
4:22-23). This is why, in the
sacramental mystery of the gift
of the Spirit, after baptism in
water giving us new life in God,
the priest anoints us with chrism,
saying, “The seal of the gift of the
Holy Spirit.”
The sacramental mystery of the
gift of the Holy Spirit is called
chrismation.
Chrism is the

material substance that is the
sign of the Spirit. It is olive oil,
to which a number of fragrances
have been added, each fragrance a
symbol of a gift given by the Holy
Spirit. In the first anointing,
marking us as “anointed,” or
“Christs,”from which we
receive the word “christening,”
— we are anointed with simple
olive oil blessed by the priest. The
second or more solemn anointing,
with the specially prepared olive
oil filled with fragrance, the priest
anoints us with this chrism which
is consecrated by the bishop. In
his consecration, the bishop prays
over the chrism, “Send your Holy
Spirit upon this myron (the Greek
word for the oil), and make of it a
royal chrism, a spiritual chrism,
a protector of life, a sanctifier of
our souls and bodies, an oil of
gladness, anticipated in the Law,
and shining with light in the New
Testament.” The prayer continues
saying that the Lord anointed
priests and high priests, prophets
and kings, and that “with it you
anointed the holy apostles.” A
second epiclesis is then added:
“Yes, Master God Ruler of all,
by the visitation of your adorable
and Holy Spirit, make of it a
garment of incorruptibility and
a seal bringing perfection, which
imprints on those who have
received the holy bath, the holy
naming of your only-begotten
Son and of the Holy Spirit, so
that they may be recognized in
your sight as friends and citizens,
slaves and servants, sanctified in
soul and body.”
Theodore of Mopsuestia
emphasized the oil as a symbol
of immortality. Clothes only
cover the body, he said, but the oil
penetrates into the body, which

then acquires immortality at the
time of resurrection. The chrism
was significant for this because,
counter to the pre-baptismal
anointing with olive oil, the chrism
was perfumed, scented, which
underlined our identification with
Christ, “the good odor of Christ”
in 1 Corinthians 2:15. St. Cyril
of Jerusalem compares the chrism
to the eucharist - just as the bread
and wine are no longer ordinary,
but the body and blood of Christ,
so the chrism is the “gracious gift
of Christ and the Holy Spirit.”
Few fathers went this far in
describing the chrism. Like a
mystery, chrismation is entering
a new world. St. Cyril preached,
“Already, my dear candidates
for Enlightenment, scents of
Paradise are wafted towards you,
already you are culling mystic
blossoms for the weaving of
heavenly garlands, already the
fragrance of the Holy Spirit has
blown about you ... You have
walked in procession with the
tapers of brides in your hands and
the desire of heavenly citizenship
in your hearts” (Procatehcesis 1).
No contact with God leaves us
unchanged. The contact with the
mystery of chrism transforms us,
as St. Gregory the Theologian
observes, “Let us be healed also
in smell, that we ... may smell the
ointment that was poured out for
us, spiritually receiving it; and
that we may be so formed and
transformed by it, that from us
too a sweet odor may be smelled”
(Homily 40.38). Truly, as St. Cyril
of Jerusalem said, the seal of the
gift of the Holy Spirit in the
sacramental mystery is a mark of
ownership by God by which the
Lord recognizes what is his own.
n

Parish Liturgies broadcast via internet
Here is the most current list
of parishes broadcasting Sunday
Divine Liturgies and other
services to the Faithful via their
websites and social media sites
such as Facebook.
For changes or to be listed, send
information to bcw@archpitt.org.

St. John the Baptist Cathedral
Munhall, Pa.
www.stjohnsbyzantinecathedral.com

St. Michael
Campbell, Ohio
www.facebookcom/st.michaelbyz.
www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org
campbell
www.youtube.com, then type Holy
		
Ghost Church Live Stream
St. Elias
Munhall, Pa.
St. John Chrysostom
www.facebook.com/
Pittsburgh, Pa.
StEliasByzantine CatholicChurch/
www.sjcbcc.com
					
SS. Peter and Paul
St. Gregory
Braddock, Pa.
Upper St. Clair, Pa.
https://www.facebook.com/
www.facebook.com/stgregoryusc
SSPeterPaulBraddock/
Holy Ghost
McKees Rocks, Pa.
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St. Michael
Hermitage, Pa.
https://www.facebook.com/
stmichaelbyz.hermitage
St. Stephen
North Huntingdon, Pa.
www.facebook.com/
ststephenbyzantinecatholicchurch
St. Mary
Windber, Pa.
https://www.facebook.com/
StMaryDormition
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liturgical schedule at the Seminary
“Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord”

around the
archeparchy
“LIGHT FROM THE EAST” - Offered on the First Saturday of each month, it will focus on the history,
worship, spirituality, discipline and theology of Eastern Christianity. “Becoming Prayer: The Jesus Prayer
and the Prayer Rope” will be presented by Father David Abernethy and Ren Witter 7-8:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 5 at Holy Spirit, 4815 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh. A discussion of The Practice of the Jesus Prayer in the
context of the ascetical life of the Christian followed by a history of the use and making of the prayer rope.
Our call is to pray without ceasing and to understand that prayer is not simply a discipline. It is life itself
and the breath of the Spirit within us. In this sense, prayer is not something we do but become. The group
is sponsored by the Byzantine Catholic Campus Ministry of the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh and open to all
who are interested.
HOLIDAY BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA & MORE — 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 13, St. John the Baptist
Cathedral, 210 Greentree Road, Munhall, Pa. Doors open at 1 p.m. Dine in or take out. Dinner served
1:30-2:30 p.m. Includes: beef tips over noodles, salad, roll, butter and dessert. Additional take-out dinners:
$12 each. Door prizes every 15 minutes from 1:15-3:45 p.m. Must be present to win. All Angel Auction
Basket drawing at 3:45 p.m. 50/50 raffle also will be available. Variety of vendors to begin your Christmas
shopping early. Tickets must be purchased in advance. Deadline to order tickets is Nov. 6. Contact Diane
Pochron at 412-303-6534.
ADULT EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES —Are you interested in learning more
about our Byzantine Catholic faith? Each month, Father Michael Kunitz sets aside a Saturday afternoon
to give an educational talk on a new topic related to our Eastern Catholic faith. Sessions are held at Holy
Spirit, 4815 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh (Oakland), Pa. and St. Pius X, 2336 Brownsville Road, Pittsburgh, Pa.
n 1 p.m. Nov. 19 (Holy Spirit): What is Philipovka (Philip’s Fast)? n 1 p.m. Dec. 10 (St. Pius X): Celebrating
the Holy Supper. Do you have a topic you’d be interested in discussing? Please contact Father Michael at
frmichaelkunitz@gmail.com.

Join the Seminarians of Byzantine Catholic Seminary at 3605 Perrysville Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., for Liturgical Prayer. Visitors are welcome at the Seminary chapel. Enter through the chapel door that
faces Perrysville Avenue. It’s recommended visitors call 412-3218383 in advance. For more information about the Seminary, go to
www.bcs.edu.
Schedule of Services for November
TUE
WED
THU
MON
TUE
WED
THU
MON
TUE
WED
THU
FRI
SAT
MON
TUE
WED

1
2
3
7
8
9
10
14
15
16
17
18
19
28
29
30

7 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
7 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
7 a.m. Moleben for Those in Illness (R)
8 a.m. Divine Liturgy (M)
8 a.m. Festal Matins and Divine Liturgy (R) [LS]
7 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
7 a.m. Akathist to St. Michael (R)
8 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
7 a.m. Penitential Moleben for Pilip’s Fast (R) [LS]
7 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)
7 a.m. Moleben to Christ Emmanuel (R)
5 p.m. Vespers with 5th Kathisma (M) [LS]
5 p.m. Vigil Divine Liturgy (R)
8 a.m. Divine Liturgy for the Departed (R)
7 a.m. Penitential Moleben for Philip’s Fast (R)
7 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R)

(M) Melkite tradition

(R) Ruthenian tradition

[LS] Livestream

ST. MARY’S (PAPER) TURKEY BINGO — 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20, St. Mary’s Center, Route 981,
Trauger, Pa. Frozen Turkeys given away, not grocery gift certificates. Doors open at noon. Admission: $5.
Specials and Extra Sets will be sold. There will be a 50/50, Door Prizes, Special Ticket Items, and One
Quickie. Any questions, call 724-423-8838 and leave a message.
TASTE OF HEAVEN COOKIE SALE — 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3. St. Gregory, 2005 Mohawk
Road, Upper St. Clair, Pa. (near South Hills Village Mall). Purchase a container and walk along the tables
selecting your favorites from a large assortment of homemade cookies and holiday treats. Additional nut
horns, apricot horns, and other specialty cookies available pre-packaged. Come early for the best selection.
For more information, call the Parish Office 412-835-7800.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT/BAKE SALE — Noon-5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4,
St. John the Baptist, 201 E. Main St., Uniontown, Pa. Sale features decorations, wood crafted items, folk
crafts, religious articles, ornaments, parish cookbooks (Carpathian Cookery), imported items, homemade
candy, various baked goods (long rolls, cookies, breads, etc.), and many other articles that would make fine
Christmas gifts or holiday decorations. Raffle prizes available. There will be a Nativity display. No admission
fee. Handicapped accessible. Parking in lot behind school. For information call: 724-438-1382 between 9
a.m.-3 p.m. M-F. Leave message.
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PIROHI SALE — St. John the Baptist, 201 E. Main St. Uniontown, Pa.
Take-out only. Potato cheese and sauerkraut: $12 per dozen. Cooked or frozen. Call 724-434-5355 to
place order M-F starting at 9 a.m. (unless limit is reached prior to that time). On message: Specify type of
pirohi, number of dozen, name, phone number, and time of pick-up. Pick-up is 9 a.m.-noon Friday in back
of school in upper parking lot.
ST. PIUS X PIROHI SALE — Noon-5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2, Friday, Dec. 9, St Pius X, 2336 Brownsville
Road, Carrick. Frozen pirohi for the holiday season. Varieties will be potato/cheese and sauerkraut.
Quantities limited. To order in advance, call the church at 412-881-8344.

dates to
remember
NOV. 6
40th anniversary of St. John Chrysostom in Houston, Texas
Standard Time (“fall back”) resumes at 2 a.m.
NOV. 11
Veterans Day
National observance
NOV. 21
Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos
NOV. 24
Thanksgiving Day
Chancery closed Nov. 24 to 25
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