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Father Daniel Loya Father Ronald Barusefski

   Reverend Father Daniel Joseph 
Loya, 81, a descendent of more 
than a thousand-year history of 
priestly families, fell asleep in the 
Lord on Friday, June 10 at his 
home. 

  Born in Windber, Pa. he was 
the thirteenth of 17 children 
born to Margaret (Boksay) and 
Very Reverend Stephen Loya, 
translator of many books used in 
the Byzantine Catholic Church. 
Father Daniel considered 13 a 
blessed number.
   He was educated at Holy Name 
Elementary School, Duquesne, 
Pa.; St. Fidelis High School, 
Herman, Pa.; and Duquesne 
University and SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Seminary, both in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
  He served the Archeparchy as 
a member of the Priests’ Pension 
Board, and he retired from active 
ministry in 2014.
  Ordained for the Byzantine 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Pittsburgh by Bishop Nicholas 
T. Elko in 1966, he served in 

the Pennsylvania parishes of St. 
Nicholas, Brownsville; St. Mary, 
Duquesne; St. Mary, Windber; 
St. Mary, East Pittsburgh, and 
Holy Trinity, Wall; St. George 
in Youngstown and St Michael, 
Pleasant City, Ohio; and St. 
Mary, Morgantown, W. Va..  
  Upon retirement, he lived on the 
family country home in Dawson, 
Pa. which he called his Mt. 
Athos.  He was able to celebrate 
the Divine Liturgy in the chapel 
at home there, and he enjoyed 
maintaining the grounds as he 
did during his years of active 
ministry
  In addition to his parents, Father 
Daniel was preceded in death by 
three sisters:  Mary Najeski and 
two who died at birth; and eight 
brothers: Frank, Paul, Reverend 

Very Rev. Andrew Deskevich holds 
Memorial Day service at St. John the 
Baptist Cathedral cemetery
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pentecost sunday honoring the fallenpilgrimage to ss. cyril 
and methodius shrine 
St. John Chrysostom in Houston participates 
in annual Texcas Byzantine Pilgrimage
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New Director of 
Human Formation 
joins Seminary

Volunteers, including members of the Greek Catholic Union (GCU) and Uniontown Garden Club, assisted in sprucing up Mount 
St. Macrina in Uniontown, Pa. during the annual Helping Hands Day June 4. For more photos, see page 15. 
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Continued on page 2

by The Byzantine Catholic Seminary of 
SS. Cyril and Methodius

  Metropolitan William Skurla 
has appointed Father Ronald 
Barusefski of the Eparchy of 
Passaic as the Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary’s new Director of 
Human Formation, effective Aug. 
1.
   Father Barusefski’s appointment 
follows three years of exemplary 
and dedicated service in the role 
by Father Joel Barstad, who is 
looking forward to parochial 
ministry in his home Eparchy of 
Phoenix.
   Father Ron Barusefski was 
born in Scranton, Pa.  He entered 
B.C.S. in the fall of 1981 and 
was graduated cum laude from 
Duquesne University with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Philosophy and Theology in 
1985.  
   After completing four additional 
years of theological study at the 
Seminary, he was ordained to 
the priesthood on Pentecost 
Sunday (and Mother’s Day), May 
14, 1989 by the late +Most Rev. 
Michael Dudick, then Bishop of 
Passaic.
   In the fall 2011, after many 

Lending a helping hand 

eternal memory
reverend father daniel j. loya

Continued on page 3
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MISSION
The mission of The Byzantine 
Catholic World  is to spread 

the Gospel message in the 

rich tradition of the Byzantine 

Catholic Church;  to encourage 

faithful to reflect the image of 

Christ in everyday activities  

of life;  to offer spiritual formation 

through changing times;  and 

to celebrate community among 

Byzantine Catholics in the 

Archeparchy of Pittsburgh, 

throughout the Metropolitan 

Church in America, and around 

the world.

 Are you interested in learning 
more about our Byzantine 
Catholic faith?  
  Join us for monthly Adult 
Eastern Christian Formation 
sessions.  Each month, Father 
Michael Kunitz sets aside a 
Saturday afternoon to give an 
educational talk on a new topic 
related to our Eastern Catholic 
faith. 
   Sessions are held at Holy 
Spirit, 4815 Fifth Ave., 
Pittsburgh (Oakland), Pa. and 
St. Pius X, 2336 Brownsville 
Road, Pittsburgh, Pa.
n 1 p.m. July 16 (Holy Spirit): 
The Theology of the Divine 
Liturgy
n 1 p.m. Aug.  13 (St. Pius X): 
Byzantine Devotional Prayer
n 1 p.m. Sept. 17 (Holy 
Spirit): Preparing for Death the 
Byzantine Way
n 1 p.m. Oct. 15 (St. Pius X): 
What is a Byzantine Catholic?
n 1 p.m. Nov. 19 (Holy Spirit): 
What is Philipovka (Philip’s 
Fast)?
n 1 p.m. Dec. 10 (St. Pius X): 
Celebrating the Holy Supper
   Do you have a topic you’d be 
interested in discussing?  Please 
contact Father Michael and let 
him know! frmichaelkunitz@
gmail.com 

   Epiphany of our Lord Byzantine 
Catholic Mission, 9301 Warfield 
Road, Gaithersburg, Md. 20882 
serves suburban Washington, 
D.C.;  northern Montgomery 
County and the city of Frederick, 
Md.
   Join us for Divine Liturgy at 
11 a.m. Sunday, July 3 and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, July 10. 
  Visit our website at www.
eolmission.org for schedule 
beyond July 10.
    Questions?  Contact us at 703-
573-3986. n

We've moved!
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Bulletin 
Board
Adult Eastern 
Christian Formation 
sessions at Holy Spirit 
in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

New Director of Human Formation joins Seminary

Story continued from page 1

years of parochial ministry, Father 
Barusefski began canon law 
studies at The Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C.  
   He graduated with his licentiate 
in canon law on May 17, 2014, 
after completing his thesis entitled 
“The Competency of the Council 
of Hierarchs of the Byzantine 
Ruthenian Metropolitan Church 
USA Sui Iuris.”  
   Father Ron was then named 
pastor of St. John the Baptist 
Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Bayonne, N.J. and administrator 
of St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic 
Church in Jersey City, N.J. and 
administrator of St. George 
Byzantine Catholic, Newark, N.J. 
  He was also appointed Vice-
Chancellor and Adjutant Judicial 
Vicar of the Eparchy of Passaic.
  In the summer of 2015, 
Father Barusefski was sent for 
doctoral studies in canon law at 
the Pontifical University of St. 
Thomas Aquinas. 
  After completion of his first year 
of doctoral studies, Father Ron 
was appointed the Director of 
Apostolic Formation and member 

of the External Formation Faculty 
at the Pontifical North American 
College in June 2016. 
   While being responsible for the 
many different pastoral ministries 
afforded to the seminarians 
including parish and campus 
ministry, catechesis, and care for 
the poor and sick, he also shared 
the Byzantine Tradition with 
regular celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy and other liturgical 
services, as well as discussions and 
presentations. 
  After completing his five-year 
term of office at the NAC in June 
2021, Father Barusefski returned 
to full-time doctoral work. 
  He is currently completing his 
dissertation entitled “The Role 
of the Council of Hierarchs with 
special reference to the Byzantine 
Ruthenian Metropolitan Church 
sui iuris in the United States” 
with the goal of defending it in 
June 2022.  
   The Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary eagerly and 
enthusiastically welcomes Fr. Ron 
Barusefski to his new ministry 
with an assurance of prayerful and 
fraternal support. n
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St. Macrina and building a Christian family 

    Reverend Father Julian Anthony, 
a retired priest of the Archeparchy 
fell asleep in the Lord in his home 
country of India on May 22.  
  Father Julian was a renowned 
scholar, prolific writer, and 
professor, especially of  Biblical 
Studies, his area of expertise.  He 
earned both the Doctorate and 
Licentiate degrees in that field 
from the Gregorian University 
in Rome.  He also held the 
Baccalaureate Degree in Theology 
from the Pontifical Institute of 
Theology in Bangalore, India.
 Father Julian began his 
ministry in America in 1993 in 
Washington D.C. when he served 
as the Spiritual Director for 
the seminarians at St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, 
and as a Professor at the Oblate 
School of Theology.  Within the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, he was later 
appointed to the churches of 
St. John, Northampton, Pa.; St. 
Nicholas, Great Meadows, New 
Jersey; and Holy Ghost, West 
Easton, Pa. 
  In 1998, Father Julian briefly 
ministered in the Eparchy 
of Parma as chaplain to the 
Byzantine Nuns of Poor Clare 
in North Royalton, Ohio. He 
requested permission to serve in 
the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh, 
and his first appointment was to 
St. John Chrysostom Church in 
Houston, Texas.  While there, he 
taught at St. Thomas University.  
He next was assigned as chaplain 
to the Sisters of St. Basil at Mount 
St. Macrina, Uniontown, Pa. 
and pastor of St. Mary Church, 
Morgantown, W. Va. This was 
followed by administrator of St. 

Mary Church, Latrobe, Pa.; and 
then by teaching at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Seminary while in 
residence at Nativity of the Mother 
of God Church in Pittsburgh.  In 
2010, he was incardinated into 
the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh.  
  After living in America for 
almost 20  years, Father Julian 
retired from active ministry here 
and returned to India in 2011.  He 
published three books in Tamil, 
his native language, explaining 
the biblical background of the 
Divine Liturgy and the centrality 
of its place in the Byzantine 
tradition.  He also worked with 
Religious Sisters in a mission to 
help the poor.
  We received word from India 
only of his death and burial from 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Tanjavur, 
India.
  In blessed repose, grant O Lord 
eternal rest to your departed 
servant the priest Julian and 
remember him forever! n

Father Julian Anthony

On the road again

   The Sisters of St. Basil the Great at Mount St. Macrina in Uniontown, Pa. 
welcomed authentic wagon trains — pulled by horses and mules — on May 
21 re-enacting travel during the 1797 development of the 600-mile long 
National Pike.

Father John, Joseph, Michael, 
Stephen, Eugene, and Theodore.  
Surviving him are two brothers: 
Andrew of Dawson and Lawrence 
(Bernadette) of Florida; three 
sisters: Helen Hvasta of Florida, 
Anna Jane (Thomas) Petty of 
New Jersey, and Kathleen Killian 
of Ohio; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins, in both the 
United States and Europe.
  Family and friends were received 
at St. Nicholas Byzantine 
Catholic Church, Perryopolis, Pa. 
on Wednesday, June 15.  
 A Priestly Parastas was 
celebrated that evening by Very 
Reverend Andrew Deskevich, 
and Reverend Fathers Will Rupp 
and Michael Kunitz cantored. In 
attendance were: Very Reverends 
Frank Firko, Vasyl Symyon;  

and Thomas Loya;  Reverend 
Fathers  Jerome Botsko, Thomas 
Dansak, Oleh Seremchuk, Vitalii 
Stashkevych, and Stephen Wahal
 The Divine Liturgy was celebrated 
on Thursday morning by Very 
Reverend Andrew Deskevich. 
Very Reverend Thomas Loya was 
a concelebrant and homilist. The 
other concelebrants were Very 
Reverends James Spontak, and 
Vasyl Symyon; and Reverend 
Fathers Joseph Loya OSA, 
Peter Boksay, Oleh Seremchuk, 
Stephen Wahal, Ivan Rusyn, 
Donald Voss and Jerome Botsko,
Father Will Rupp and Seminarian 
Luke Iyengar served as cantors.   
  Interment followed in the 
Loya family plot at Mt. Macrina 
Cemetery, Uniontown, Pa. 
   In blessed repose, grant O Lord 
eternal rest to your departed 
servant the priest Daniel and 
remember him forever! n
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reflection from mount st. macrina

by Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick, OSBM
Sisters of St. Basil the Great
Mount St. Macrina, Uniontown, Pa. 

 Sister Barbara 
Jean Mihalchick 
posts videos of 
her reflections 
each week on the 
Facebook page of 
the Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great 

at https://www.facebook.com/
sistersofstbasil.uniontown. 
   This is a transcript of her July 16, 
2021 reflection.  
         

Story continued from page 1

eternal memory
reverend father julian anthony

eternal memory
reverend father daniel loya

   Glory to Jesus Christ!
  We are soon approaching the 
Feast of our Holy Mother, St. 
Macrina. I want to feature her this 
day as well as her family. They are 
really one of the holiest families 
in the Christian Tradition. That 
is because their emphasis was on 

being Christian.
    Several of them have been 
formally named saints and the 
stories and writings that have come 
from them have been inspirational 
for all these centuries. They lived, 
after all, in the 4th Century; the 
grandparents lived during the 
time of martyrdom. 
   What’s important to know, 
though, is what made them a holy 
family.
    As I explored that, I found that 
they – not just St. Basil, who wrote 
all the time from the thoughts of 
Scripture – but the whole family 
was Scripture-centered. They 
knew the Word of God. They 
taught the daughters to read and 
to study the Scriptures.
   More than just knowing about 
it, they used it in the upbringing 
of the children. There were 10 
children; Macrina being the eldest 

and Basil being the next.
   They used these principles to 
train not just the body and mind 
but the spirit for each of these 
children.
   So they were taught about the 
struggles of life and how the 
teachings of Scripture can give 
them wise guidance. They learned 
how a life of prayer and centering 
on the Word of God would give 
them the strength to face whatever 
it was that would come into their 
lives.
   From this we have the great 
teachers — Macrina, Basil, 
Gregory of Nyssa, Peter of 
Sebaste; those three brothers were 
bishops — and they struggled 
against the heresies of their time 
and provided great leadership.
   For us today, it reminds us 
that building a Christian family 
takes the effort of the older 

generation knowing God’s ways; 
knowing Christ’s teachings in 
the Scriptures; knowing the 
principles, Commandments and 
guidelines of the Church. That’s 
first and foremost.
   And then what to do with 
it? Well, teach your children 
and grandchildren God’s ways. 
Second of all, dialogue with them 
about that. Ask their thoughts; 
how are they learning to apply 
these principles in their actions 
and decisions?
   Thirdly, pray for them. Pray 
heartily for your children and 
grandchildren. We live in times 
that don’t always support the 
Christian practices and traditions 
and truths. They certainly need 
prayer, understanding and your 
interaction.
   God bless you. n
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Pentecost Sunday
holy trinity in sykesville, pa. 

  Holy Ghost in McKees Rocks, 
Pa. celebrated their church Feast 
Day with a Divine Liturgy and 
a luncheon combined with Holy 
Ghost in Pittsburgh’s North Side.  

holy ghost in mckees rocks/pittsburgh 
(north side), pa.

  At this luncheon both high 
school and university graduates 
were recognized.  
 Father Frank Firko was 
also recognized for his 45th 
anniversary of ordination and 
birthday. n

parish news

  Archbishop William Skurla celebrated Pentecost Sunday June 5 with 
Father Vasyl Banyk and the parishioners of Holy Trinity in Sykesville, Pa. 
n 

by Maria Iyengar
Holy Ghost, Mckees Rocks/Pittsburgh 
(North Side) , Pa. 

PAGE  4                                                                                                                                                        JULY 2022



st. john chrysostom in houston, texas 

Pilgrimage to SS. Cyril and Methodius 
pilgrims travel to ss. cyril and methodius shrine in dubina, texas 
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parish news continued

   The Protopresbyteral District 
of the Southern States hosted 
its pilgrimage on April 23 with 
a Divine Liturgy at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Shrine in Dubina, 
Texas. 
   On Feb. 14 of this year, Bishop 
Brendan Cahill of the Diocese 
of Victoria, Texas, elevated 
the century-old little wooden 
painted church of SS. Cyril 
and Methodius to the status of 
diocesan shrine, making it a place 
of pilgrimage honoring the Holy 
Brothers from Thessalonica, who 
brought Byzantine Christianity 
to the Slavs of Central Europe, to 
our ancestors. 
   Their church in Dubina is the 
oldest parish dedicated to SS. 
Cyril and Methodius in Texas, 
founded initially in the 1860s.    
   The annual Texas Byzantine 
Pilgrimage brings together our 
parish and outreach communities, 
for prayer, the celebration of the 
Divine Liturgy, fellowship and 
feasting on the Saturday of Bright 
Week. 
  Pilgrims from all over Texas 
including St. John Chrysostom 
Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Houston, Pokrova Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Houston, 
the Byzantine Catholic Outreach 
in Austin, St. Basil’s Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Irving, and 
Roman Catholics from all over 
Texas attended the event.  
   The Protopresbyter Father 
Elias  Rafaj of St. Basil con-
celebrated the Divine Liturgy 
with Father Thomas Wells of St. 
John Chrysostom and Deacon-
candidate David Dominguez 
from St. John Chrysostom and 
server Steven Nowak of Pokrova 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 
served at the altar. Cantors 
Will Colbert of Houston and 
Elizabeth Freiberg of Irving led 
the magnificent singing.
   The historical wooden painted 
church of SS. Cyril and Methodius 
is found in the picturesque village 
of Dubina, surrounded by rolling 
hills. Crowned with wildflowers, 
Dubina was first settled by the 
Czechs and Moravians arriving 
from Austro-Hungary.  In Czech 
the word “dubina” means grove of 
oak trees. The early Slav settlers 
constructed their first Church 
after the Civil War in 1877. The 
painted interior is covered with 
grape vines, oak leaves and angels, 
adorning the sky blue ceiling and 
walls.  
   After the Divine Liturgy, retired 

by Deacon-candidate Andrew Gill
St. John Chrysostom, Houston, Texas

County Judge and parishioner 
Ed Janecka,  provided a detailed 
presentation on the history of the 
Czech and Moravian settlers of 
Dubina as well as an explanation 
of the history and design of the 
painted church of SS. Cyril and 
Methodius.   
   All of the pilgrims  then 

gathered behind the church in the 
picnic pavilion to feast on locally 
made traditional klobasniki and 
kolache.  The savory klobasniki 
are usually filled with smoked 
sausage, cheese or ham and the 
sweet kolaches were filled with 
blueberry, strawberry, apricot, 

cream cheese, poppyseed, lekvar 
and lemon. All were delicious! 
   We look forward to many blessed 
pilgrimages to come! Next year’s 
pilgrimage on Bright Saturday of 
2023, will be to the Waco, Texas 
area. Mark your calendars! n
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st. nicholas in perryopolis, pa. 

st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 

First Reconciliation and  Solemn Communion

holy ghost in mckees rocks, pa. 

by Father Frank Firko
Holy Ghost, McKees Rocks, Pa. 

   Sunday,  May 15 was a beautiful 
day inside and out at St. Nicholas 
Church in Perryopolis, Pa.
 Father Oleh Seremchuk 
celebrated First Holy 
Communion of Miss Maggie 
Rhodes and Miss Ava Bullied.
 Beginning at the church entrance 
both girls renewed their baptismal 
vows with Father Oleh.  
  At the end of liturgy, Father 
posed with with the girls (above)  
and Maggie with their instructor 

Mrs. Leslie Uhren (below).  
   God Bless of you and your 
families.  n

st. stephen in leisenring, pa. 

Happy 40th, Father Jerome! 

 Congratulations to two 
students from the ECF program 
at Ascension of Our Lord 

Ascension of our lord in clairton, pa. 

Byzantine Church in Clairton. 
Pa.  as they celebrated their 
First Reconciliation and Solemn 
Communion on May 7 and 14.  n 

parish news continued

by Frances Kranik
St. Nicholas in Perryopolis, Pa. 
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  As a community of faithful 
we offer our prayers and best 
wishes to Ana Frances Mares 
who celebrated her First 
Reconciliation on Sunday, May 
22. 
   We ask Our Lord to bless Ana 
and her family for many happy 
and blessed years! n

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

  Emilia Wenger and 
Kathleen Leasure, two of 
our young Holy Ghost 
parishioners, renewed 
their Baptismal Promises 
and made their First 
Confession and approach 
for their Solemn 
Corporate Communion.  
  The solemnity took 
place at the Sunday Vigil 
Divine Liturgy on April 
30. n

Emilia Wenger, Father Frank Firko,  Kathleen 
Leasure and Lori Rippole, ECF teacher. 

   On Sunday, June 12, the 
parishioners of St. Stephen the 
Protomartyr in Leisenring, Pa. 
attended a brunch in the Church 
Hall to celebrate three significant 
occasions.  
  Father Jerome Botsko, St. 
Stephen’s pastoral administrator, 
marked his 40th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood on 
June 6, 1982. 
  In addition to St. Stephen, Father 
Jerry also serves as Chaplain for 
the Order of Sisters of St. Basil 
the Great at Mount St. Macrina 
in Uniontown, Pa.
  Father Jerome, originally from 
Donora, Pa., is the twin brother 
of +Sister Mary Ann Botsko 
(1955-2020), a Sister Servant of 
Mary Immaculate who was in the 
religious life for 39 years.  
   The parishioners of St. Stephen 
expressed how fortunate we 
feel to be under Father Jerome’s 
spiritual guidance.
 Additionally, all mothers 
and fathers were honored at a 
combined Mother’s Day and 
Father’s Day celebration.  
  Normally these honorific days 
call for separate celebrations, but 
this year they were combined 

by Bob Gillingham
St. Stephen, Leisenring, Pa. 

to an intermediate date to the 
enjoyment of everyone.  
  The St. Stephen Ladies Guild 
was responsible for the dining 
arrangements and desserts, and 
the entrees were cooked by the 
men.  
  The delicious menu consisted of 
ham, holupki, buttered potatoes, 
apple sauce, rolls, strawberry 
shortcake, and a beverage.  As 
usual, at St. Stephen events, the 
food was so plentiful that anyone 
wishing a take-home meal was 
encouraged to do so.
  Photos show various parishioners 
enjoying each other’s company 
over the delicious meal and 
Father Jerry posing beside the 
sign marking the occasion. n

by Trish Roberts 
Ascension of Our Lord, Clairton, Pa. 

Julia Tomkowitz, Father Ivan Mina and 
Kingston Bellavance

Father Jerome Botsko
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By  Father Kevin Marks
St. Michael, Campbell, Ohio
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   On Sunday, June 12th, our St. 
Michael Church in Campbell, 
Ohio celebrated Flag Day after 
the Sunday Divine Liturgy.   
  A new American flag along with 
a new Papal flag were solemnly 
blessed and raised.  

Celebrating Flag Day 
  Those in attendance recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
followed by the  singing  
of the National Anthem.   
    A special thank you to GCU 
Lodge 360 for sponsoring the 
ceremonial flag day program and 
providing refreshments. n

st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 

   On Sunday, June 12, St. Michael 
in Hermitage, Pa. and GCU 
Lodge 258 held their Flag Day 
celebration.  
  After the 4 p.m. Saturday and 
9 a.m. Sunday Divine Liturgies, 
parishioners were treated to USA 
flag pins, chocolate candy, and 
informational brochures from the 
GCU Home Office, as well as 
individually wrapped iced sugar 
cookies, decorated as USA  Flags, 
courtesy of Lodge 258.  
  The Lodge also used part of its 
grant to purchase and donate new 
USA and Vatican flags to be used 
at the Social Center flag pole.  
  During the 9 a.m. liturgy, Father 
Kevin Marks blessed the two new 
flags and about 25 GCU members 

and parishioners began the Flag 
raising ceremony at 10:20 a.m.. 
  Veterans Norbert Vasil and Jim 
Zawacki helped Bill Dzuricsko 
and Alyssa Vasil remove the old 
flags and replace them with the 
new ones.  
  All present recited the  Pledge 
of Allegiance, sang the Star 
Spangled Banner, and listened 
to motivational information and 
prayers from the beautiful Flag 
Day booklets provided by the 
Home Office.  
  The program concluded with the 
singing of “You’re a Grand Old 
Flag” and “God Bless America”.  
   A special thank you to Joan 
Walker and Dr. Roy Sartori who 
helped lead the singing. n

 

parish news continued

st. michael in campbell, ohio st. michael in hermitage, pa. 

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

    At the conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
June 12, St. Gregory’s faithful 
offered prayerful supplications 
for our nation under God as we 
celebrated Flag Day. 
   Afterwards we continued with 
an ice cream social, sponsored 
by the GCU Pittsburgh South 
Regional Lodge, which was 
enjoyed by all. n

by Bill Dzuricsko
President, GCU Lodge 258
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st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 
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Happy birthday, George! Hats off to graduates! 

  On Saturday, May 28, St. 
Gregory’s parishioners gathered 
together to offer prayerful 
supplications for our dear 
parishioner and cantor Mr. 
George Tichi as he celebrated his 
92nd birthday. 
  At the conclusion of the Divine 
Liturgy, Mr. George Tichi was 
invited to come forward to be 
recognized for his many years 
of ministry to St. Gregory as a 
cantor and lector. There he was 
presented with a Book of Well 
Wishes from church authorities 
and St. Gregory’s parishioners 
that included photos from his 
many years of cantor ministry to 
our parish family.
   For Mr. George, his love and 
dedication to the Byzantine 
Catholic Church was planted in 
his heart very early on when, as a 
child, he began singing with the 
cantors at St. John Chrysostom 
Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Ruska Dolina (Greenfield section 
of Pittsburgh). For generations 
George has demonstrated his love 

for our liturgical music, taking 
to the heart the role of a cantor, 
which is to lead Divine Praises, 
but also to elucidate the rich 
theology of our hymnography. 
For that, we as a parish family, are 
forever thankful to Mr. George 
Tichi.
  As Mr. George begins a 
new chapter in our parish life, 
becoming officially the “St. 
Gregory’s Cantor Emeritus,” we 
ask Our Lord to bless him for 
many years as he continues to be 
an inspiration in liturgical music 
and Divine Worship here at St. 
Gregory. n

Pentecost Church Tour 

holy trinity in sykesville, pa. 

Like father, like son
    Matthew Pryce Kosko served 
his first Liturgy as an altar 
server on Holy Thursday at 
Holy Trinity in Sykesville, Pa. 
   The photo at right was taken 
on Resurrection Sunday. Father 
Vasyl Banyk is pastor. n

Matthew Paul Kosko and his son, Matthew 
Pryce Kosko

parish news continued

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

  On Sunday, June 5, St. Gregory’s 
faithful gathered to celebrate 
Pentecost Sunday, Descent of the 
Holy Spirit. 
  Besides celebrating the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, we also offered 
our prayers and best wishes 
to our St. Gregory graduates: 
Anja Michlik (MA Program-
Universidad de Alcalá, Madrid); 
Marah Hernandez (Duquesne 
University); Brenda Maruhnich 
(Harrisburg Area Community 
College); Morrin McEwen 
(University of Delaware); Katya 
Michlik (University of Akron); 
and Kayla Uhrlen (South Fayette 
High School).
   As part of our celebration 

St. Gregory’s Women of Faith 
presented our college graduates 
with the gift of a book to mark 
this special occasion. Our high 
school graduate Kayla Uhrlen 
presented to the congregation her 
essay “The Role of the Byzantine 
Catholic Church in My Life… 
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” 
after which she received a 
scholarship award from our St. 
Gregory’s Men’s Club. 
   Following the Divine Liturgy, 
we gathered in our Church Hall 
for this year’s ECF Spaghetti 
Dinner. Over 100 dinners were 
served to support upcoming 
summer activities for all our ECF 
students. We express sincere 
thanks to all involved in this 
parish event. n

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

   It has become a tradition for 
our parish family to celebrate 
the “birthday” of the Church by 
visiting historical churches in 
our city of Pittsburgh. This year 
our Pentecost Church Tour on 
Sunday, June 12, took us to our 
Byzantine Catholic Seminary of 
SS. Cyril and Methodius. 
   Founded by God’s grace in 1950, 
the Byzantine Catholic Seminary 
of SS. Cyril and Methodius is the 
official seminary of the Byzantine 
Catholic Metropolitan Church of 
Pittsburgh. Today, this institution 
is open to all the North American 
Eastern Eparchies and welcomes 
all those seeking the knowledge 
possessed by the Eastern ecclesial 
traditions.
   The afternoon began in the 
chapel which is the “heart” of the 
seminary campus. Following the 
opening prayer, we learned the 
history and its mission to form 
leaders for the Church. The tour 

continued in the seminary library 
which has nearly 25,000 cataloged 
items, 150 periodicals and a 
growing catalog of electronic 
resources. 
   Afterward, we visited our 
Byzantine Seminary Press 
which provides liturgical goods, 
sacred art, sacred music and 
printed materials to churches, 
organizations, and individuals.
   Following our Church Tour, 
we continued our fellowship and 
enjoyed authentic Hungarian 
cuisine at Huszár restaurant. n
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st. elias in munhall, pa. 

Congratulations, Rebecca! 

  Congratulations to 2022 
graduate Rebecca Harhai! 
   This St. Elias parishioner 
recently graduated summa cum 
laude from Ohio University 
with a major in Communication 
Studies and double minors in 
Marketing and Health Service 
Administration. 
  During her time at Ohio 
University, she held five 
professional internships, served as 
managing director for a national 
public relations campaign, and 
was President of the Women’s 
Club Basketball Team. 
  Since graduation, Rebecca has 
accepted and started a full time 
job working as a Communications 
and Marketing associate at 

Junior Achievement of Western 
Pennsylvania.n

  Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class 
(HM3) Patrick Conley received 
his end of deployment award 
from his deployment to the 
Indo-Pacific region with the 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit out 
of Okinawa, Japan. 
  As a part of the Fleet Marine 
Force, he served as one of three 
Navy medical personnel alongside 
the marines embarked on the 
USS America (LHA-6). 
  He is currently heading back 
to his home station in Kaneohe, 
Hawaii to continue his education 
and training to further his career 
in the medical field, specifically 
that of combat and operational 

Coming home

medicine. 
   St. Elias is so proud! Thank you 
for your service! n

Flags to remember
   Boy Scouts were hard at work 
before Memorial Day placing 
American flags on the graves of 
our veterans in St. Elias Cemetery 
in West Mifflin, Pa.
  Thank you Scouts for your 
dedication in doing this every year 
to honor our deceased veterans! n

by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa. 

  Father Vitalii Stashkevych 
and his children wished all 
the fathers at St. Elias a very 
blessed Father’s Day.  
  All the men were treated to 
chocolates to celebrate the 
special day. n

   St. Elias pirohi workers began 
making these delicious dumplings 

Dumplings on the menu
for upcoming events. See us at 
West Homestead’s Community 
Day!  Plenty will be available!  
Best in the area! n

Happy Father’s Day!
by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa. 

parish news continued

by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa. 

by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa. 

by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa. 
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st. john the baptist cathedral in munhall, pa.  

Finders keepers Baking up a storm

Photos by Nick Havrilla Sr. 
the byzantine catholic world

parish news continued

   St. John the Baptist Cathedral in 
Munhall, Pa. held a two-day Flea 
Market June 3 to 4 as a fundraiser.     
    A crowd was waiting to get 
through the front doors at 8 a.m.
  Many hours of hard work by 
Very Rev. Andrew Deskevich, 
Mrs. Patty Bovee  and a crew of 
dedicated parishioners preceded 
the successful  event. n

   The Flea Market fundraising 
effort paired with a bake sale of
goodies!    
  Under the direction of Very Rev. 

Andrew Deskevich and Mrs. Patty 
Bovee, our dedicated parishioners 
supported  the successful events.  
n
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Honoring the fallen
  Local people around and even 
at a far distance love making and 
eating the nutrolls. 
   Faithful of SS. Peter and Paul 
and other crew members are glad 
to make this “sweet” effort for 
your Easter celebration.
  But the much more important 
thing is that Jesus himself unites 
hearts in one and inspires them to 
serve the community through this 
project. That is why it is so pop-
ular and appreciated by the local 
community. Isn’t it wonderful!
   A very special thanks to GCU 
and other sponsors for their help 
and support. n

   We were able to gather together 
at SS. Peter and Paul in Tarentum, 
Pa. for our wonderful nut roll sales 
project, which has been sponsored 
here for decades.
 It was nice to come over and meet 
new people and enjoy great com-
pany and conversation. 
  There were some guys not even 
from our parish family who en-
joyed coming over to help.
  Also, it is a good way to help the 
community as well. Our rolls are 
popular and loved here. 

ss. peter and paul in tarentum, pa. 

the byzantine catholic world

parish news continued

   Following the May 30 Memorial 
Day Divine Liturgy, a Panachida 
service was held at the St. John 
the Baptist Cathedral cemetery 

in Munhall, Pa. to remember all 
those who served our nation.   
   Very Rev. Andrew Deskevich  
officiated.n

A “sweet” effort
by Father Vasyl Polyak
SS. Peter and Paul, Tarentum, Pa. 

Helping Hands Day
st. michael in hermitage, pa. 

   St. Michael Byzantine Catholic 
Church in Hermitage, Pa. and 
GCU Lodge 258 had another 
successful Helping Hands Day on 
Saturday, June 11.  
  Volunteers trimmed hedges 
weeded, edged, and put down 100 
bags of mulch around the shrubs, 
trees, and plants on the Church 
and Social Center grounds. 
  Mike Vasil and his daughter, 
Alyssa, are sporting their pink 

by Bill Dzuricsko
President, GCU Lodge #258

T-shirts, and Bill Dzuricsko is 
wearing his yellow shirt.  
  Thank you to the GCU Home 
Office for providing the colorful 
Helping Hands shirts as well 
as the grant that allowed us to 
purchase the mulch.  
  Special thank you to Randy 
Tomko, Rich Will, and Jim 
Zawacki, who helped work on the 
grounds over the last few weeks, 
but could not attend on Saturday.
n
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By  Betty Zombar
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

   The Infant of Prague Manor 
residents are enjoying the outdoors 
at their senior apartments.  
  The Manor is adjacent to SS.  
Peter and Paul Church in Warren, 
Ohio.  

  A couple of them are planting 
tomatoes so that they can make it 
seem more like home and have a 
delicious treat this summer.
   Pictured below are Jean Loy; 
Diane Gresley, Manager; and Dee 
Gollner. n

By  John Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

Altar linens blessed 
st. john chrysostom in pittsburgh, pa. 

By Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Welcome, Father David!
By Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

  St. John Chrysostom Parish 
Family welcomed Father David 
Abernethy to the Byzantine 
Catholic Church, and our Church 
Family on Sunday, May 22.  
  Following Divine Liturgy, 
everyone gathered in the church 
hall for cake and coffee and 
an opportunity to personally 
welcome Father David.  
  It is a true blessing to have 
Father David in our church! n

Parishioners get to work
By Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

   Several parishioners of St. John 
Chrysostom got a head start on 
our parish workday scheduled for 
late June.  
  Tony Cortopassi brought his 
power washer and cleaned the 
front steps and lower entrance of 
the church on one of the hottest 
afternoons in June.  
  Several of the women started 
work on the kitchen and adjacent 
storage room.  
  John and Pat Niskach and son-in-
law Matt Basl assembled shelving 
and organized the storage room.    
    There’s always a lot of work to 
do around the church.  The people 

of St. John Chrysostom are hard 
workers — a demonstration 
of their love of God and their 
church. n
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ss. peter and paul in warren,ohio

Green thumbs

Rummage sale

parish news continued

   What a busy weekend it was 
in SS. Peter and Paul’s Social 
Hall on May 20 and 21 as we 
were fundraising for our 100th 
anniversary celebration in 2025. 
  A Rummage Sale was held 
where shoppers found that special 
collectable item or some useful 
treasures just for them.  
  Along with the Rummage Sale, 
grab bags were also being sold 
with an Ohio Lottery scratch-

off ticket attached so, not only 
were you surprised as to what was 
inside the bag, you could also be 
a big winner on the lottery ticket.  
   That’s not all! A bake sale was 
also being held to satisfy all 
those with a sweet tooth, and 
raffle tickets for a Spring Lottery 
Wreath were sold. 
    A big thank you goes out to all 
those who helped prepare, worked 
the different stations, and made 
the weekend a huge success. n

  Following Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
May 29, Father Miron Kerul’-Kmec 
blessed new priestly vestments and altar 
cloths for Pentecost.  Then it happened 
again on Sunday, June 19 when Father 
Miron blessed another set of new altar 
linens following Divine Liturgy. The 
fabric for the vestments and linens 
were gifts of the Timo Foundation. 
The linens were made by parishioner 
Elizabeth Harbist. n
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All stories by Julia Pillar and Bonnie Balas
St. John the Baptist, Hopwood, Pa. 

st. john the baptist in hopwood, pa. 

Staying busy at St. John the Baptist

   On Sunday, May 29, a memorial 
service was held at St. John the 
Baptist Cemetery in Hopwood, 
Pa.  
  A Panachida was celebrated by 
Father Vasyl Symyon along with 

  In preparation for the Feast of 
Pentecost, linden tree boughs and 
other greenery from the parish 
grounds were used to decorate the 

  On June 4, parishioners and 
friends gave a “helping hand” to 
beautify the monastery grounds 
of Mount St. Macrina.  Some of 
the activities includes cleaning, 
weeding, trimming, and planting 
flowers. n

  On Wednesday June 8, 
parishioners and friends met after 
the daily Divine Liturgy to weed 
and trim the landscaping around 
the parish grounds. n

  On June 12, GCU Lodge 81 
sponsored a Flag Day Celebration 
after the Sunday Divine Liturgy.    
   Steven Popson, an altar server 
and Boy Scout from Troop 
643, assisted with the raising of 
the flag and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  After singing “God 
Bless America”, an apple pie and 
ice cream social was held in the 
school building. n 

cantors, parishioners, and friends.  
    At the conclusion of the service, 
Father Vasyl blessed individual 
graves at the request of the 
families who attended.  Eternal 
memory.  Vičnaja pamjat’. n

church.  Decorations were placed 
on the tetrapod, in front of the 
icon screen, and along the stained-
glass windows. n
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thoughts for our day
by Archpriest David M. Petras

In the Gospel of 
John, baptism is seen 
as the beginning of a 
new life.  

baptism: rebirth

            

St. John the Baptist Cathedral 
Munhall, Pa.
www.stjohnsbyzantinecathedral.com

   Here is the most current list 
of parishes broadcasting Sunday 
Divine Liturgies and other 
services to the Faithful via their 
websites and social media sites 
such as Facebook. 
  For changes or to be listed, send 
information to bcw@archpitt.org. 

Parish Liturgies broadcast via internet 
St. Michael
Campbell, Ohio 
www.facebookcom/st.michaelbyz.
campbell
   
St. Elias 
Munhall, Pa. 
www.facebook.com/
StEliasByzantine CatholicChurch/

SS. Peter and Paul
Braddock, Pa.
https://www.facebook.com/
SSPeterPaulBraddock/ 

St. Michael
Hermitage, Pa.   
https://www.facebook.com/
stmichaelbyz.hermitage 

St. Stephen
North Huntingdon, Pa.  
www.facebook.com/
ststephenbyzantinecatholicchurch

St. Mary
Windber, Pa. 
https://www.facebook.com/
StMaryDormition

Holy Ghost 
McKees Rocks, Pa. 
www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org
www.youtube.com, then type Holy 
Ghost Church Live Stream
 
St. John Chrysostom
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
www.sjcbcc.com
     
St. Gregory 
Upper St. Clair, Pa. 
www.facebook.com/stgregoryusc
 

After the 
c a n d i d a t e 
for baptism 
is anointed 
with holy oil, 
they come to 
the baptismal 
font and are 

plunged into the water.   The 
Greek word baptizeo, means, in 
fact, “to dip,” or “to plunge.” This is 
the standard practice for baptism 
in the Byzantine Church, though 
the Roman Church often softens 
this by simply pouring water on 
the candidate.  The norm, then, is 
called immersion, which does not 
necessarily mean “submersion,” 
but that the person being baptized 
must enter the water, while water 
is to be poured on the forehead.  
This method of baptism is what 
is seen in the icons of our Lord’s 
baptism by the prophet John in 
the Jordan River.  If the candidate 
is an infant, then the priest holds 
the baby and dips them in the 
water.  If the candidate is an adult, 
the person enters the water by 
themselves, and the priest puts 
water on the forehead.  When 
this is done, the priest says words 
that signify the meaning of the 
baptism - it is entrance into 
the life of the Trinity.  In the 
Byzantine Church, the words are 
said in the passive voice which 
indicates that the main action is 
that of God, who gives us this 
gift of life, “The servant of God 
is baptized “in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.”  Baptism is always 
done by a priest or bishop, though 
in the case of emergency and a 
priest is not present, any baptized 
Christian can baptize.  
  The action of baptism has two 
symbolisms.  Observe here, 
however, that symbolism does not 
mean only a sign of something, 
but it is in itself a reality that 
happens to the person initiated.  

The first meaning is that we die 
to sin in Christ, so that we rise 
to new life in his resurrection.  
The second meaning is that we 
are reborn in Spirit after our 
natural physical birth.  We enter 
into the life of God, and we are 
“born again.”  This phrase is often 
used by Pentecostal Christians 
to mean that we make an active 
and conscious choice to live in 

the way of Christ and to die with 
him to the power of sin.  The 
Catholic and Orthodox Church, 
however, have another meaning, 
we are to live according to our 
Lord’s commands and we are to 
die to all sin, but that this occurs 
whenever we are baptized, for 
even as an infant we receive new 
life in the Holy Trinity and the 
grace of God to live in holiness 
and not in “bitterness, fury, anger, 
shouting, and reviling ... along 
with all malice” (Ephesians 4:31). 
In this article, we look at what 
rebirth means.
  Baptism is rebirth.  St. John 
Chrysostom asked, “If baptism 
remits all of our sins, why is it not 
called the bath of the forgiveness 
of sins, but instead the bath of 
rebirth?”  He continues, “because 
it does not simply purify our 
faults, but it creates us anew 
and transforms us from on high”  
(Catechetical Homilies 1). “We 
become members of Christ.”  St. 
Gregory the Theologian said, 
“What says the Lord’s command? 
Baptize them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  How in the name 
of the Father?  Because he is the 
primal cause of all things.  How 
in the name of the Son? Because 
he is the Maker of the Creation.  
How in the name of the Holy 
Spirit?  Because he is the power 
perfecting all.  We bow ourselves 
therefore before the Father, that 
we may be sanctified: before the 
Son we also bow, that the same 
end might be fulfilled: we bow 
also before the Holy Spirit, that 
we may be made what he is in fact 
and in name”  (On the Baptism 
of Christ).  Because we become 
members of Christ means 
incorporation into the Church, 
because the Church is the Body 
of Christ.
  The idea of rebirth is from the 
Gospel itself,  In the Gospel 
of John, baptism is seen as the 
beginning of a new life.  Jesus tells 
Nicodemus, coming to him in the 
night: "Amen, amen, I say to you, 
no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from 
above"  ( John 3:3). The baptismal 
font, then,  is an image of a womb 
from which we come forth into a 
new life.  Nicodemus understands 
this immediately, "How can 
a person grown old be born 
again?  Surely he cannot enter 
his mother's womb and be born 
again, can he?"  ( John 3:4).  Jesus, 
of course, is speaking of a spiritual 
rebirth.   The will belongs to the 
spirit.  We have no will in natural 
birth, we do not choose to come 
into life, we do not give ourselves 
existence, but, by our wills, we do 
accept a spiritual birth, that is, we 
take responsibility for the gift of 
life given to us, and we offer it into 
harmony with God's will for us.  
We do not cease "being body" by 
making this choice, but now our 
being is sound and whole, with 
the gifts of the spirit, wisdom, 
faith, love, understanding, will, 

intellect, and mind guiding us and 
enlivening us through the power of 
the Spirit of God.  This is why Jesus 
immediately connects baptism and 
the Spirit: "You must be born from 
above.  The wind blows where it 
wills, and you can hear the sound it 
makes, but you cannot know where 
it comes from or where it goes; so 
it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit"  ( John 3:8).
     Life in the Spirit, then, is freedom.  
We are accepted completely into 
the life of God, which we cannot 
know through human reason, 
or express by human words.  St. 
Paul’s letter to Titus (3:4-7), read 
in the Church on the feast of our 
Lord’s baptism, probably preserves 
an ancient Christian hymn about 
baptism:  “But when the kindness 
and generous love of God our 
Savior appeared, not because of 
any righteous deeds we had done, 
but because of his mercy, he saved 
us through the bath of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit whom 
he richly poured out through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that we might 
be justified by his grace and become 
heirs in hope of eternal life.” 
  Baptism, then, is “the sacrament 
of regeneration through water in 
the word.”  In this hymn, we see 
the basic theology of salvation 
through baptism, called here the 
bath of rebirth.  We see baptism 
as a double mystery, pointing to 
the Trinity.  We are deified by the 
activity of the Son and the Spirit.  
In the Son, we become “heirs in 
hope of eternal life. In the Spirit 
“we are justified by his grace.”  The 
action of the Trinity is one, and the 
Holy Spirit “is richly poured out 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.”  
Perhaps here we see a glimpse of 
the most ancient rite - water for 
rebirth or cleansing, oil for the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.  n
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volunteers travel to mount st. macrina for annual “helping hands day”
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“Helping Hands Day”
    Posted June 5 on the Facebook 
page of the Sisters of St. Basil the 
Great in Uniontown, Pa.: 

    Yesterday was a perfect day! We 
wish to thank GCU, Uniontown 
Garden Club, and all of our 
wonderful volunteers who joined 
us for Helping Hands Day. There 
was so much accomplished. We 
really appreciate your dedication 
and kindness! n
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SS. PETER AND PAUL FESTIVAL — Noon-8 p.m. Sunday, July 10, 143 Church Drive, Portage, Pa.  Bring a lawn chair to enjoy 
the live bands throughout the day: Noon- 3 p.m. “Hallmarks” (polka melodies) and 4:30-8 p.m. “Full Kilt” (Celtic rock). Menu offers 
homemade ethnic dishes, roast pork sandwiches, BBQ chicken, halushki, halupki, pirohi, Sloppy Joes, kielbasa, hot dogs, and hot sausage, 
along with wing dings, and french fries. Bake sale with homemade Gobs, candy apples, funnel cakes, ice cream and more. Children’s games, 
Basket Raffle, Bingo, cash raffle, and other games of chance. Brief guided tour of church at 2 and 4 p.m.
 
NIGHT AT THE RACES — 6 p.m. Friday, July 15, St. John Chrysostom Church Hall, 506 Saline St., Pittsburgh, Pa. Dinner, non-
alcoholic beverages, snacks and desserts included in price of admission: $15. BYOB.  Horses for sale at $10 each.  Raffle baskets and 50/50 
Raffle also available.  For tickets and/or more information, contact Bev Rebovich 412-315-1514. Benefits St. John the Baptist Church, 
Pittsburgh South Side.

AUTO SHOW — 10 a.m.-2 p.m. July 23, St. John the Baptist,  176 Cross Creek Road, Avella, Pa.  Third annual Auto Show will include 
a  coloring contest, 50/50 raffle and a Chinese auction. Prizes will be given to Best of the Show and the top 5 People’s Choice. The first 
100 vehicles will receive dash plaques. Food will be sold at the event. Contact StJohnsByzantineCatholicChurch@gmail.com or message 
724-678-5701 for more information.  

ALTOONA CURVE BASEBALL GAME —  SS. Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Church in Portage, Pa. is organizing a group to 
see the Altoona Curve take on the Akron RubberDucks at 6 p.m. Thursday, August 4 at PNG Field in Altoona, Pa. Optional picnic at 
5 p.m. Tickets for both the picnic and game are $22 for ages 13+ and $20 for ages 2-12. No charge for under 2 years old. Tickets for only 
the game are $9 per person. Contact seminarian Reader Luke Iyengar at Liyengar3@gmail.com or the parish office, 814-736-9780 for 
more information and to sign up.

FLEA MARKET — 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 6, St. Gregory, 2005 Mohawk Road, Upper St. Clair, Pa. Browse and buy kitchen and 
household items, jewelry, toys, small furniture, sports equipment, holiday items and much more. For information, call 412-835-7800.

ST. STEPHEN 130th ANNIVERSARY — St. Stephen the Protomartyr Byzantine Catholic Church in Leisenring, Pa., the first Byzantine 
Catholic Church in western Pennsylvania and the first brick Byzantine Catholic Church in the United States, was founded in 1892.  
St. Stephen will celebrate its 130th Anniversary on Aug. 14 with a Divine Liturgy at 11 a.m. and a picnic celebration in the afternoon.  To 
mark the occasion, parishioners will receive a copy of St. Stephen the Protomartyr Byzantine Catholic Church Leisenring Pennsylvania, 
a History in Celebration of the 130th Anniversary, 1892-2022, written by Theresa Karaffa, Betty Karaffa, Melba Gillingham, and Robert 
Gillingham, Ph.D.  The book will be offered for sale to the public after the August celebration with all proceeds going to St. Stephen.

ANNUAL COMEDY NIGHT — 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 20, St. Gregory 2005 Mohawk Road, Upper St. Clair, Pa. Performers include 
Missy G. Hall and Matt Wohlfarth with host David Kaye. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 each and include draft beer, snacks 
and sodas/mixers. Picnic style food available for purchase, 50/50 raffle and gift auctions. For guests 21 years old and older. Tickets on sale 
at Rectory or contact Mike Kiss at 412-818-1295. Buy tickets online at slapsticksproductions.com.   

POLKA PARTY – 7-10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 27, Tanglewood Center, 10 Austin Ave, Lyndora, Pa. Sponsored by St. John the Baptist in 
Lyndora. Featuring The Polka Meisters  Band. Tickets: $20/person. Limited tickets available. Halushki, kielbasa and kraut, hot dogs and 
non-alcoholic beverages available for purchase. BYOB. For will call reservations, send your name, number of tickets and check payable to 
“St. John’s Ladies Guild.”  For more info, call 412-353-9585.

 JULY 4
Independence Day — National Observance
Chancery closed 

JULY 20
Feast of St. Elijah Great Prophet

JULY 28
GCU Byzantine Family Day at Kennywood Park
10 a.m.-10 p.m.
4800 Kennywood Blvd., West Mifflin, Pa. 
Ride all day: $25, ages 4-64; $22, ages 65+
Lunch: $10, ages 3-10; $17, ages 11+
https://gcuusa.com

See more upcoming events at www.archpitt.org


