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Audience with Pope Francis

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service 

“A New 
Perspective”

Metropolitan Archbishop William Skurla is greeted by Pope Francis last month during a trip to Rome for a meeting of leaders of 
Eastern Catholics. Foto ©Vatican Media    

VATICAN CITY — Eastern 
Catholic churches must 
strengthen their liturgical identity, 
especially given ongoing conflicts 
in many of the homelands of those 
churches and the continuing 
migration of Eastern Catholics to 
countries where most Catholics 
belong to the Latin rite, said a 
Vatican official.
  Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, 
prefect of the Congregation 
for Eastern Churches, spoke 
at the opening of a conference 
marking the 25th anniversary 

of an instruction from the 
congregation that urged Eastern 
Catholics to learn more about 
their liturgies and to exercise great 
care in translating the texts and 
modifying the liturgies. He said 
Eastern liturgies are a treasure 
belonging to the entire Catholic 
Church and bind it closely to the 
Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox 
churches as well.
  Cardinal Sandri told conference 
participants Feb. 16 that Catholic, 
Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox 
Christians "feel the wound of still 
not being able to sit around the 
one eucharistic table," but they 
also know that "we are heirs of a 

common treasure and very often 
of the same texts for celebrating 
the different liturgies."
   So, he pleaded with the Eastern 
Catholic churches "to avoid 
solitary escapes in pursuit of 
reforms that do not take into 
account the heritage shared 
with the Orthodox and Oriental 
Orthodox churches."
  The cardinal repeated the 
instruction's call for Eastern 
Catholics belonging to the same 
ritual families — the Alexandrian, 
Antiochian, Armenian, Byzantine 
and Chaldean — to work together 
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  The 17th annual Women’s Day 
of Reflection will be held 9 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Saturday, May 7 at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 
210 Greentree Road, Munhall, 
Pa. 
  This year’s theme is “A New 
Perspective on: Compassion-
Courage-Confidence.” Presenters 
include: 
  n Dr. Regina Poletunow Boerio, 
Ph. D, a Professor of Psychology 
& Dean of Humanities and Social 
Studies at Franciscan University 
in Steubenville, Ohio.
  n Andrea Wedner, who was 
seriously wounded Oct. 27, 2018 
in a vicious attack on the Jewish 
community during a morning 
worship service at Tree of Life 
Synagogue in the Squirrel Hill 
neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Pa.
 n Alissa West, who provides 
Music Therapy services for 
individuals of all ages with 
physical and developmental 
disabilities. 
  Dr. Poletunow Boerio will 
discuss “Compassion in Times of 
Uncertainty,” Andrea will discuss 
“Courage in Adversity” and Alissa 
will discuss “Confidence in the 
Healing Power of Music.”
  The event is sponsored by the 
Byzantine Catholic Archeparchial 
Office of Religious Education.
   A dedicated committee meets 
throughout the year to plan and 
coordinate the day, working with 
a theme of interest to women 
to help them grow in their 
spirituality. The springtime event 
also features a luncheon, vendors 
and a bountiful basket auction 
with proceeds donated to local 
women’s shelters. 
  Contact Sister Marion Dobos 
at 412-322-8773 or mdobos1@
gmail.com for more information. 
Cost of $40 includes lunch. 
No refunds. Pre-registration is 
required. Deadline is April 25.
    A registration form is available 
at archpitt.org.  n
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in preparation for The Great Fast 2022 
regulations for the season  

The fasts of the liturgical year are to be kept in accordance with the 
Norms of Particular Law of the Byzantine Metropolitan Church sui iuris of Pittsburgh.

simple abstinence
•The law of simple abstinence forbids the use of meat, but permits the use of eggs and dairy products.
•All faithful of the Archeparchy who receive the Eucharist are obliged to observe simple abstinence 
when prescribed. Abstinence is obligatory on all Wednesdays and Fridays of the Great Fast. 

dispensations

•Priests and parents are to ensure that minors are educated in the authentic sense of penance.
•Pastors and administrators, with just cause and taking into account acceptable reasons due to personal circumstances, 
may grant to the individual faithful as well as to individual families, dispensations, transferals, or commutations of 
abstinence and strict fast into other pious practices. Superiors of religious houses or clerical institutions enjoy these 
same faculties relative to their constituents.

liturgical services

•The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts takes precedence over all other Lenten Devotions.
•The Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts only is to be celebrated on Wednesdays and/or Friday evenings of 
the Great Fast and also on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week. n

strict abstinence

•The law of strict abstinence (fasting) forbids the use and consumption of all meat, eggs and dairy products. 
•All faithful of the Archeparchy who receive the Eucharist are obliged to observe strict abstinence when prescribed. 
•Strict abstinence (fasting) is to be observed in 2022 on Pure Monday, Feb. 28 (the first day of the Great Fast), 
and on Great and Holy Friday, April 15.

official 
appointments
by metropolitan 
archbishop william

   Archbishop William has made 
the following appointments, 
effective February 1, 2022:

 n Deacon Raymond J. Zadzilko 
relieved as Administrator of SS. 
Peter and Paul, Patton and St. 
John, Northern Cambria, both in 
Pennsylvania.

n Father Edward Pyo relieved 
as Priest for Liturgical Services 
and Spiritual Needs of the 
Faithful of SS. Peter and Paul, 
Patton and St. John, Northern 
Cambria, both in Pennsylvania.

n Father Roman Andriitso, 
newly arrived from the Eparchy 
of Mukachevo, appointed 
Administrator of SS. Peter and 
Paul, Patton and St. John, 
Northern Cambria, both in 
Pennsylvania. n
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Pittsburgh Protopresbytery 

The Sundays of  the Great Fast 2022
schedule of services at 4 p.m.

March 16, 13, 20, 27 and april 3 

March 6
St. John the Baptist

105 Kohler Ave.,  Lyndora, Pa. 
Homilist: Father Valerian Michlik

March 13
SS. Peter and Paul

701 Foster Ave., Duquesne, Pa. 
Homilist: Father Michael Huszti

March 20
Holy Ghost

225 Olivia St., McKees Rocks, Pa. 
Homilist: Father William Rupp

March 27
St. John Chrysostom

506 Saline St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
Homilist: Father Vasyl Polyak

April 3
St. Gregory

2005 Mohawk Road, Upper St. Clair, Pa.
Homilist: Very Rev. Andrew Deskevich

Penitential Vespers
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Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend William C. Skurla, D.D.
Metropolitan Archbishop of Pittsburgh

THE GREAT FAST  2022

2022 Great Fast Message to 
Pray for the Church in Ukraine 
February 24, 2022

We enter the Great Lenten Fast. Just as the hope of relief from the Pandemic began 
to grow, the invasion of Ukraine and threat of a larger global war has arisen. Since 
1991 the faithful living in Ukraine had the joy of political and religious freedom. 
The occupation of parts of the Lugansk and Donetsk Provinces has already cost 
14,000 lives. With the threat of Communist suppression of the entire nation, the 
shadow of the return to the decades of gloom has returned for the Ruthenian and 
Ukrainian Catholic Church members living in the nation of Ukraine. 

We pray for our members who have families living in Ukraine. Especially, we 
pray for the families of our ten priests from Ukraine serving in the Pittsburgh 
Archeparchy as well as for several other priests and religious serving other churches 
in the United States.

The Great Fast is the season of praying, fasting and alms giving. We certainly 
remember Ukraine in our praying and fasting during the Great Fast. Also, we will 
take a collection on the Third Sunday of the Fast for the Church in Ukraine. We 
ask our parishes to send the collection to the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh. We will 
transfer the offering to the Eparchy of Mukachevo.

We take for granted our religious and political freedom. Although our political 
system is far from perfect, we are allowed to worship without interference from the 
government. When we are persecuted for our faith, we can draw courage from the 
Books of the Old Testament which are filled with stories of the suffering of the 
people of Israel. Even though they suffered, they remained faithful to the Lord. 
Their enduring faith was eventually rewarded with the restoration of their people. 

We pray to the Lord that the invasion forces will withdraw. But if they do not 
withdraw, we pray that the Lord will give our people the spiritual strength to 
endure yet another persecution. It will likely be a time of suffering. We hope and 
pray that this oppression will be mild and short. And we pray we pray that the 
Lord will restore their nation and our Church. 
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metropolitan archbishop william skurla at the vatican 2022

      Archpriest 
David Petras 
posetd this 
report Feb. 21 
to his Facebook 
page. 
    
    On Feb. 

16 to 18, a conference on the 
occasion of the 25th anniversary 
of the Liturgical Instruction of 
January 6, 1996 was sponsored by 
the Sacred Congregation for the 
Eastern Churches.  I was able to 
take part in this conference and 
was in Rome from Feb. 10 to 20.    
     Important points for me:
       On Sunday, Feb. 13, I con-
celebrated the Divine Liturgy at 
the Russian College (Russicum) 
Church of St. Anthony the Great.  
I was a student at the Russicum 
from 1963-1968.  
   On Monday, Feb. 14, I visited 
the Greek College, and my 
friends, Fr. Thomas Bailey, 
Rector of the College, and David 
Vanderohe, a seminarian of the 
Eparchy of Phoenix, in residence 
at the college and a student at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University.
    The first day of the conference 
was held at the Pontifical Patristic 
Institute of St. Augustine, 
located just outside of St. Peter’s 
Square.  This session was open 
to the public. It constituted of 
six conferences by: Bishop Job 
Getcha, a prominent Orthodox 
liturgist; Professor Stefano 
Parenti, of the San Anselmo 
College; Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti, who worked in the 
Eastern Congregation when 
the instruction was written, and 
presently the Apostolic Nuncio 
to Great Britain; Archbishop 
Cyril Vasil, Archbishop-Bishop 
of Košice and former Secretary 
of the Congregation; Archbishop 
Borys Gudziak, Metropolitan 

of Philadelphia, and finally by 
me, with the title “Liturgical 
Tradition: A Sign of Unity.”  I 
made the point that unity might 
not necessarily mean uniformity, 
but the living fulfillment of our 
Lord command to “Do this in 
memory of me.” There were 
also 21 shorter presentations by 
representatives of each Church 
sui juris on the liturgical work in 
their churches since the Liturgical 
Instruction.  
   Thursday was a series of 
discussions by the designated 
participants at the College of San 
Lorenzo of Brindisi.  Professor 
Joris Geldorf of the University 
of Louvain on liturgical reform 
in the Roman Church.  We then 
broke up into five study groups 
for the rest of the day.
    On Friday, there was a Mass 
celebrated by Cardinal Leonardo 
Sandri, with concelebrants, at St. 
Peter’s Basilica.  
   This was followed by an audience 
with Pope Francis, at which the 
participants of the conference 
were able to meet him personally.  
In his address to us, the Pope said, 
“Your sessions have dealt with 
evangelization, which constitutes 
the identity of the Church 
everywhere and, indeed, the 
vocation of each baptized person. 
For the sake of mission, we must 
pay close heed to the richness of 
the different traditions. I think, 
for example, of the process of 
the adult catechumenate, which 
provides for the celebration of the 
sacraments of Christian initiation 
in a unitary form; a custom that 
the Eastern Churches have 
preserved in practice also for 
children. In both processes, we 
can easily see the importance of 
a skilled mystagogical catechesis, 
capable of accompanying 
the baptized of all ages to a 
mature and joyful membership 
in the Christian community.
Mystagogical catechesis is lacking 
in the Latin Church.” n
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Audience with Pope Francis 

in studying their rites, developing 
educational programs for their 
faithful, translating texts and 
weighing any possible reforms 
before moving ahead with them.
   Archbishop Borys Gudziak, who 
heads the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
a Byzantine church, told the 
conference that in Philadelphia, 
people could hear four different 
English translations of the same 
text, depending on whether they 
were worshipping at a Ukrainian, 
Ruthenian, Melkite or Orthodox 
parish.
  But he focused more on 
the instruction's call for the 
Eastern churches to recover the 
"mystagogical" role of the liturgy, 
its role as the place where, as the 
instruction said, "catechesis and 
religious teaching occurred; the 
Scripture was proclaimed and 
commented; the catechumens 
and penitents were prepared 
for baptism and reconciliation"; 
and from which service to the 

Story continued from page 1 community flowed.
  To strengthen that reality, 
Archbishop Gudziak said, what is 
needed is "not so much a change 
of rubrics, but first a change of 
hearts and minds."
  "It requires the clergy and 
faithful to slow down, to take 
time to be with God and 
neighbor in common liturgical 
prayer and to engage in a sacrifice 
of time and energy in the calling 
of all humankind to engage in 
the sacrifice of praise of almighty 
God," he said.
  And he also urged his fellow 
bishops to make sure their 
cathedrals are, as the instruction 
said, "places that transfer us to a 
different world, to the presence 
of God" because regular public 
prayer is taking place there.
  If the cathedrals "remain empty 
because we ourselves are not 
praying there on a regular basis," 
he said, "our faithful lay people 
have every right to ask on the eve 
of every Sunday and feast day, 'Do 
you know where your bishop is?'" 
n

Archpriest David Petras meets Pope Francis. Foto ©Vatican Media  

Foto ©Vatican Media  

Report from Rome
By Archpriest David Petras

PHOTOS BY ARCHPRIEST DAVID 
PETRAS: the Mass in St. Peter’s by 
Cardinal Sandri (ABOVE),  and the 
view of St. Peter’s from the terrace 
restaurant in the hotel where I stayed 
(RIGHT). 



high school parishioner at holy trinity in sykesville, pa. raises money for children in need
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money.”
    This year, Cameron raised a total 
of $3,310, more than the $2,000 
goal he had set for himself.
  Penn State DuBois raised 
$25,355, which includes the Hair 
Auction total of  $12,455.
  Cameron’s mother, Rebecca, 
works at Penn State DuBois as 
Director of Student Affairs and is 
an advisor for THON.         
   She said her family has not yet 
made the determination where 
Cameron’s hair will go to help 
children. 
   Organizations who accept such 
donations include Locks of Love 
and Wigs For Kids.
   Among the seven brave souls 
who had their hair cut were 
Penn State DuBois students, 
community members, a faculty 
member and a staff member. 
  “We involve the community a 
ton in this,” said Rebecca. 
   “Lots of times people from the 
community want to get involved, 
as well, and this time it was 
Cameron.”
   Cameron’s hair grew to a length 
of more than 10 inches over a year 
and a half.
  “It got to about 10 or 11 inches…
last night we cut 10 of it off and 
now it’s nice and short again and 
it’s pretty chilly outside,” he said. 
    “It was definitely surreal when 
they cut it off and I felt the scissors 
cutting my multiple pony tails off. 
As soon as they cut it off, there 
was no going back now…today it 
was really different looking in the 
mirror and realizing, oh yeah, all 
my hair’s gone. It was pretty cool 
and definitely an experience I’ll 
remember.” 
  Cameron said his future 
following high school graduation 
includes enrolling at Penn State’s 
affiliate school, Penn College of 
Technology in Williamsport, Pa.
     He is looking to attending the 
“hands-on school” and studying 
auto collision repair and welding.  
 “I’m really interested in doing 
that. That’s the two things I really 
want to do when I grow up.”
  But another pressing concern 
also lies ahead for Cameron’s 
future.
    Has he decided to grow his hair 
back?
   “That’s my plan. After my senior 
year of high school I think I’m 
going to cut it again and when 
I participate as a Penn State 
student, which I plan to,” he said.
  “I’m going to definitely 
participate in this every year.” n

A before (top) and after (bottom) look at participants in the Penn State DuBois 
THON Hair Auction for 2022.  In both images, left to right, are Hannah Allen, Jacob 
Ebel, Colleen Lanzoni, Charis Martell, Cameron Pennington, John Tolle, and 
Nathan Murarik. Photos courtesy of Penn State Dubois

Cameron Pennington has 10 inches of hair cut off at Penn State DuBois’ annual 
Hair Auction, which benefits Four Diamonds to help children battling cancer. 

   The day after getting 10 inches 
of his hair snipped off, Cameron 
Pennington found himself 
grabbing at something that wasn’t 
there.
   When you’ve lived for almost 
two years with such a flowing 
mane — see photos — it’s 
difficult to let go.
  “Oh yeah, (I grabbed for my 
hair) probably about five times 
today,” Cameron said.
    Cameron, 17, a junior at DuBois 
Area High School in DuBois, Pa, 
and a member of Holy Trinity 
in Sykesville, Pa. participated in 
the annual Hair Auction at Penn 
State DuBois Campus Feb. 9.
 The annual event benefits Penn 
State University’s THON Dance 
Marathon, held Feb. 18 to 20, 
which raises money for Four 
Diamonds to help children 
battling cancer.
   According to its web site, Four 
Diamonds covers 100 percent 
of all medical expenses related 
to cancer care not covered by 
insurance for eligible children.
     Cameron’s hair will be donated 
to an organization which helps 
children suffering from medical 
hair loss.
         Last year, Penn State THON 
raised $10,638,078.
   Penn State DuBois raises its 
own money to contribute to 
the Dance Marathon effort at 
Penn State’s Main Campus at 
University Park, Pa.
  The Hair Auction is in its ninth 
year.
  Cameron has enjoyed attending 
THON his entire life with his 
family.
   “I’ve been a part of THON for 
16 of the 17 years I’ve been alive. 
They’ve taken me to THON ever 
since I’ve been a little baby and 
the only reason I’ve missed a year 
is because of COVID last year,” 
he said.
   “I’m excited to finally go back 
this year and participate in it.”
  After the in-person THON 
event was canceled in 2021 
Cameron decided to let his hair 
grow. 
    “Last year, I decided to grow my 
hair out for no particular reason: I 
just wanted to see how it looked. 
Last September, my mom asked, 
‘When are you going to get your 
hair cut?’
   “’Well,’ I said. “THON’s coming 
up. I think I’ll cut it for kids with 
cancer and raise a little bit of 

Having a good hair day 
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by David Mayernik Jr.
Editor 
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report from the office of safe environment  

Safe Environment  “Hotline” Phone Numbers 

Archeparchy of Pittsburgh Confidential Hotline: 412-231-4000, ext. 22                                                                     
National Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-422-4453
Louisiana Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-855-452-5437 
Ohio Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-855-642-4453 
Oklahoma Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-800-522-3511
Pennsylvania Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-800-932-0313 
Tennessee Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-877-237-0004 
Texas Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-800-252-5400
West Virginia Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline: 1-800-352-6513

 FYI 

Promise to protect
 

n For more information about the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy 
of Pittsburgh’s Office of Safe Environment, go to www.archpitt.org and 
click on the icon of Jesus and the children.  The Safe Environment 
Coordinator is Sr. Joanne Lickvar, OSBM.  She can be reached at 724-
438-8644.
n The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People is 
a comprehensive set of procedures for addressing allegations of abuse 
of minors.  This Charter includes guidelines for reconciliation, healing, 
accountability, and prevention of future acts of abuse.

n All dioceses and eparchies have Victim Assistance Coordinators, 
assuring that victims of abuse will be heard.  The Victim Assistance 
Coordinator for the Archeparchy  is Courtney Minerd.  She can be 
reached at 724-504-9588.

     The Archeparchy of Pittsburgh is 
committed to implementing fully 
the Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People 
adopted by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
  Each year the Archeparchy 
submits its data collection 
for an audit conducted by 
an independent company, 
Stonebridge Business Partners, 
to determine that the Charter is 
being implemented.  
  Archbishop William Skrula was 
notified that the Archeparchy of 
Pittsburgh is again in compliance 

  This is a reminder for all 
the catechists, volunteers and 
employees of the parishes of the 
Archeparchy of the mandate that  
background clearances must be 
renewed every five years.  
  Therefore, everyone whose 
clearances are dated 2017 must 
apply for renewals of their 
clearances: Criminal and Child 
Abuse History background checks 
and a refresher participation in 
Safe Environment training.
   You can renew as early as three 

with the Charter for 2021.  
The Archeparchy has been in 
compliance every year since 
2004 when the  first audit was 
conducted. n

(3) months before the expiration 
date.  
  Forms for renewal can be found 
on the Archeparchy website at 
www.archpitt.org.  
  If you have questions or do not 
have access to the internet, you 
can call the Safe Environment 
Coordinator, Sister Joanne 
Lickvar, OSBM at 724-438-
8644.  Forms can be sent to you 
by mail. 
   Thank you for your cooperation! 
n

important 
reminder  
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Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness 

reflection from mount st. macrina

by Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick, OSBM
Sisters of St. Basil the Great
Mount St. Macrina, Uniontown, Pa. 

text messages

by David Mayernik Jr.
Editor

 Sister Barbara 
Jean Mihalchick 
posts videos of 
her reflections 
each week on the 
Facebook page 
of the Sisters 
of St. Basil the 

Great at https://www.facebook.com/
sistersofstbasil.uniontown. 
   This is a transcript of her Aug. 28, 
2020 reflection.  

An “iconic” Amazing Race

 Father Robert 
Jones, who was 
ordained Aug. 
26, 2021, giives 
insight to BCW 
readers on his 
life as a priest.
He serves St. 
John the Baptist, 

Avella, Pa. and St. Mary, Weirton, 
W. Va. His wife is Elizabeth (Liz).
 
  What are your feelings on 
the transition to your new 
parishes?  
 Several days before my 
ordination I read Jesus telling his 
disciples “without me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5).  I keep that 
Scripture verse in my mind ever 
since. Keeping that perspective, I 
just take one day at a time getting 
to know the people and learning 
what God sets before me. 

Can you describe how the 
Seminary prepared you for this 
important moment in your life?
 The Seminary provided 
me with the academic, human, 
liturgical, pastoral and spiritual 
formation necessary. The 
Seminary placed the human 
and information resources as 
a constant point reference and 
encouraged me to use them for 
further development. Every day is 
a learning day.

What kind of welcome have 
you received from your 
parishioners? The parishioners 
at St John, Avella and St. Mary, 
Weirton have been extremely 
welcoming, enthusiastic and 
encouraging.

Has anything surprised you at 
your new parishes? 
   I was surprised by a run of five 
funerals since January 1.  

Do you find that Sundays are 
quite busy for you because 
you are serving two parishes? 
Each day is busy with sufficient 
requests and demands. The work 
of a priest is daily, more than just 
on Sundays. Praying always. 

What did you talk about in your 
first homily? 
  On the 28th Sunday after 
Pentecost where only one of 
the ten lepers returned to thank 
Jesus.  I spoke on giving thanks 
to God and cultivating daily 
gratitude. 

    Do you have any plans for 
your parishes that you would 
like to share with our BCW 
readers? 
  During Great Lent, we will 
begin discussions around the 
themes for a Synodal Church - 
communion, participation and 
mission. n

Q&A
Father 

Robert Jones

I was wracking 
my brain over 
the weekend, 
trying to think 
of a topic I 
could write 
about, when 
I sat on my 
couch at home 

to watch the new episode of “The 
Amazing Race.”
   The show — in which pairs of 
contestants compete in a race 
around the world — is in its 33rd 
season.
   It began filming in early 2020 - 
just as the pandemic brought the 
world to a stop.
   Producers decided to postpone 
the “Race” to keep contestants 
safe and filming resumed at some 
point last year, with a few change 
to keep contestants as safe as 
possible. 
  One being they flew from 
country to country on a chartered 
airplane instead of flying 
commercial. 
   This particular episode began 
with contestants flying from 

the island of Corsica to 
Thessaloniki, Greece, “the 
southern most country in 
Europe, “according to host 
Phil Keoghan.
     In each country, 
contestants must 
participate in  a number of  
“roadblocks” and “detours,” 
or challenges, ranging from 
mental (putting together 
IKEA products in the company’s 
home country of Sweden) to 
physical (bungee-jumping off a 
bridge in Switzerland). 
    A challenge this time _ “Who 
wants to be iconic?” — took place 
in front of a Greek Orthodox 
church in Greece.
    A priest gave a 10-minute 
presentation to contestants about a 
number of saints while displaying 
icons,  looking much like those of 
our Byzantine tradition. 
  Contestants listened and later 
went to another station where 
they were quizzed on what they 
had just heard. 
  They then had to identify which 
saint the person was talking about 
by putting five icons in the correct 
order.

“They all have beards.” I’ll go 
with the bigger beard,” said one 
“racer” who became stumped. 
  They included St. Nicholas of 
Myra; St. Anastasia, who was 
put to death on Dec. 25; and St. 
Irene, whose name means “peace” 
in Greek.
    It’s not often you see icons of 
saints on network television so I 
have to hand it to the producers of 
the “Amazing Race” for deciding 
to show these icons to its millions 
of viewers. 
      Maybe someone will notice 
the beauty of the icons or become 
interested enough  in the story of 
St. Christopher, the patron saint 
of travelers, to want to learn more. 
    That would truly make this race 
“amazing.” n
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     Glory to Jesus Christ!
    Today we come to the last of 
the Beatitudes in the series I’ve 
been working with and, in some 
sense, it contains all the others: 
the Lord says, “Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for the sake 
of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”
     The icon — which I have 
prayed in front of for all the times 
when I was preparing reflections 
on the Beatitudes — I prayed 
from a distance but today when 
I went closer, I saw a good reason 
for it.
   The Gospel that Jesus holds 
says: “You are the light of the 
world.”
    He identifies Himself as the 

Light of the world first and gives 
us this great commission; the 
Beatitudes being the perfect way 
to live that out.
    I had a sister-in-law, she has 
now passed on, who, I think, 
lived this way in the world. She 
developed her prayer life early 
with a spiritual director when she 
was just a young woman. And, 
by the grace of God, my brother, 
who also is a spiritual person later 
married her. 
     Karen worked in the world and 
because she didn’t worry about the 
styles of the world and the ways 
of the world, people didn’t treat 
her as a popular, included person 
much of the time. In fact, on the 
day of her 25th anniversary with 
the company where she worked 
faithfully, they “let her go” on that 
very day, without even a “thank 
you.”
    She worked at another job, after, 
where she was happy to be across 
the street from a church and lunch 
time was always spent over there. 
Then she sat in her car and did 
spiritual reading while she had 
her lunch.
    Though nobody ever joined her, 
they did figure out they could give 
their prayer intentions to Karen 
and they faithfully did.

Her funeral was huge, with many 
people saying thanks for all she 
did for them.
    Persecution is a part of the 
way of the Christian life and has 
been over all the centuries; great 
persecutions have happened. 
Persecutions happen now. In the 
last century, more people died 
for the faith of Christ than in 
the early part of Christianity’s 
existence.
    I met some of those persecuted 
folks when I worked in Eastern 
Europe, our Sisters, priests and 
bishops who suffered for the 
Faith. It brought them to a life of 
great holiness, for sure.
     All these Beatitudes we’ve been 
talking about are different ways of 
a life worth living. When we live 
them, we bring mercy, we bring 
peace, we bring humility and we 
bring purity to the world. That is 
our call; to be a light in the world.
   My last suggestion about a 
practical way to continue to live 
this is the Morning Offering. 
When we begin our day to 
come before the Lord, offering 
ourselves and asking for the grace 
to live His way in whatever is our 
call for that day: to be His loving, 
life-bearing presence.
     God bless you. n
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   For decades, our catechetical 
programs have relied on the 
excellent publications provided to 
us by God With Us Publications 
and in 2019, the Eastern Catholic 
Directors of Religious Education 
(ECED), the catechetical arm 
of the Eastern Catholic Bishops 
of the USA that oversees the 
publications, launched an 
initiative in online adult learning: 
God With Us Online.   
 The outreach project is dedicated 
to the catechetical renewal of 
Eastern Catholics in the United 
States in accord with the Church’s 
call for a new evangelization.
  God With Us Online offers the 
same, excellent adult catechetical 
content online with some of the 
best teachers of the faith. 
  You can register for free online 
at http://easterncatholic.org/. All 
classes begin at 8 p.m.  Eastern 
Standard Time. The spring 
curriculum includes:
 n “The Way of the Pilgrim: 

Unlocking the Jesus Prayer” 
by Rev. Hieromonk Maximos 
Davies on Mondays, March 7 to 
21. “Pray always,” St. Paul exhorts 
us (1 Th. 5.17). And yet, how do 
we achieve this? The ascetics of 
the Church have long extolled the 
Jesus Prayer as the most powerful 
means to achieve unceasing 
prayer. Join us as we explore 
this rich, but simple prayer of 
our Eastern Christian tradition, 
seeking to “remember God more 
often than [we] breathe.”
 n “Entertaining Angels: 
The Ascetical Practice of 
Hospitality” by Rev. Michael 
O’Loughlin and Mother Natalia 
on Monday, March 28. In the 
Old Testament, Abraham and 
Sarah served three strangers not 
knowing they were messengers 
of God, setting an icon for us 
to demonstrate that in serving 
our neighbor, we serve the one 
who came to save us. Join us 
as we explore the importance 
of hospitality to others in our 
Christian life. n

Bulletin Board
Planning a 
wedding in 
2022?
  Jesus blessed marriage and 
elevated its significance when he 
performed his first miracle at a 
wedding reception in Cana ( John 
2:1-11).
  From generation to generation, 
the institution of marriage has 
positively influenced both culture 
and society.  Consistently through 
the ages, the essential features of 
marriage as the Catholic Church 

understands it are: fidelity, 
permanence, openness to life, and 
Sacramentality.  
   The Office of Religious 
Education invites all couples 
preparing for the Mystery of 
Marriage to attend a Pre-Cana 
program on two Saturdays, March 
26, 2022  and April 2, 2022. 
    A series of presentations will be 
given by gifted and experienced 
presenters to help couples 
understand and appreciate the 
Theology of Marriage and the 
Crowning Ceremony. 
  To register, go to https://
archpitt.org/pre-cana/ and 
download a flyer to mail  to the 
Office of Religious Education. n

  “Messiah in the Passover” 
Experience will be presented 11 
a.m. March 27 at St. Gregory, 
2005 Mohawk Road, Upper St. 
Clair, Pa. 
  It is a vivid and exciting 
demonstration showing how 
Jesus fulfilled the ancient feast of 
Passover. 
   This visual presentation will 
be conducted by Jeffrey Kipp 
of Chosen People Ministries. 
“Messiah in the Passover” begins 
with the traditional Passover 
Seder table — complete with 
all the articles of this important 
Jewish celebration. 
   Jeffrey will explain the symbolic 
meanings of the various items of 
the Passover feast and highlight 

“Messiah in the 
Passover”  at St. Gregory 

their relationship to the Last 
Supper that Messiah celebrated 
with the disciples, giving special 
emphasis on the redemptive 
significance of the crucifixion. 
  The program gives the 
Christian community insight 
into Jewish traditions so that 
the Jewish roots of Christianity 
can be better understood. It also 
helps the Jewish and Christian 
communities understand their 
common heritage. 
  The program is open to 
the public. Chosen People 
Ministries is over 128 years old, 
an evangelical mission that was 
founded in 1894 by Leopold 
Cohn, a Hungarian rabbi who 
came to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah promised by the Hebrew 
Scriptures. More information is 
online at chosenpeople.com. n

God With Us Online
online project dedicated to catechetical 

renewal of eastern catholics

By The Office of Religious Education

 The 15th Egg Eggstravaganza 
will be held at St. John the Baptist 
Social Hall, 201 E. Main S. in 
Uniontown, Pa.  on Sunday, April 
3 from noon-4 p.m.
     This year, the Eggstravaganza is 
being sponsored by GCU Lodge 
#81, local egg artists, and the St. 
John’s Ethnic Craft Club.
  Various egg artists will be 
demonstrating, displaying, and 
selling their particular art which 
will include Eastern European 
pysanky, Polish drop-and-pull 
wax relief eggs, Hungarian-style 
eggs, onion-skin-dyed etched or 
scratch type goose eggs, vinegar-
etched emu eggs, tie dyed eggs, 
wood burned eggs, and other 
collectable Tiffany-style eggs.
    In addition to the egg artists, 
there will be an Egg Bazaar 
featuring vendors selling  egg dyes, 
beeswax, tools, books, videos, and 
pysanky kits for sale.  Traditional 
items used in ethnic Easter 
baskets will also be available, 
such as embroidered covers, 
candles, lamb butter molds, egg 
wraps, parish cookbooks, and 
much more.  There will also be 
Easter crafts for sale made by 
the St. John’s Ethnic Craft Club.  
Traditional Easter basket covers 
will also be on display. There will 
also be information  for  Easter 

15th  annual Egg Eggstravaganza
basket blessing foods such as 
hrutka/sirets (Easter Cheese), 
horseradish/beets, braided long 
rolls, and Paska Bread design 
making. 
   An extensive parish bake sale will 
include long rolls (nut, apricot, 
poppyseed, cottage cheese), paska 
bread, decorated medovniki, small 
nut rolls, cookies, homemade 
candy, and many more delicious 
goodies.
  Visitors can try a hands-
on workshop to learn how to 
decorate eggs.  There will be a 
Children’s Corner featuring egg-
related crafts, storytelling, cookie 
decorating, and a jigsaw puzzle 
area. There will be a Raffle and 
Basket Raffle. Church tours will 
take place.
   A Lenten Luncheon Menu, 
including St. John’s “famous” 
pirohi, halushki, pagach pockets, 
pirohi pizza, and soups and more 
will be available for purchase.  
There is no admission fee.  
Handicapped accessible. 
  For further information, please 
contact the church office at 
724-438-6027 (Monday to 
Friday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Leave 
message.) Check parish 
website for any updates:http://
www.stjohnbaptist-byzcath-
uniontown.org/. n

Monica Sweet at the 14th Egg Eggstravaganza
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st. elias in munhall, pa. 

Ready, set, fish fry... ...and csorge, too!

Feast of the Encounter

parish news
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by Mary Caryl Planiczki
St. Elias, Munhall, Pa. 

   It takes a parish family to make 
a successful fish fry!  
   A meeting was held after 
liturgy on February 6 to plan this 
event. Please join us at St.Elias 
in Munhall every Friday during 
the Great Fast (except for Good 

Friday) starting March 4 from    
11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. for these 
delicious takeout only dinners. 
    Parishioners also began the 
work of making potato cheese 
pirohi for the weekly fish fries.
   Haluska, csoroge, and other 
baked goods are on the menu! n

  Csoroge preparations are underway at St. Elias! Besides great food, the 
church offers this wonderful dessert at the Lenten Fish Fries! n

   Father Vitalii Stashkevych blessed candles at St. Elias in Munhall, Pa. on 
the Feast of the Encounter for parishioners to take to their homes. n



the byzantine catholic world

st. mary in bradenville, pa. st. john chrysostom in pittsburgh, pa. 

st. michael in campbell, ohio
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Snow tubing fun 
by Nikki McDonald
St. Mary, Bradenville, Pa. 

   Thirty parishioners and friends 
from St. Mary in Bradenville, Pa. 
enjoyed an afternoon of snow 
tubing Jan. 30 at Seven Springs 
Mountain Resort. 
    It was a snowy Sunday full 
of smiles and fun! We had light 
refreshments and fellowship 
afterward.  
   It was a memorable day that 
might become an annual event! n

  While the adults enjoyed 
coffee and conversation during 
our social hour, parish children 
enjoyed decorating cookies for a 
pre-Valentine’s Day treat Feb. 13 
following Divine Liturgy.
   A special thank you to Theresa 
Schultz and her mom Lori 
Schultz who made sure everyone 
had cookies and plenty of 
sprinkles! n

For the love of cookies! 
by Elizabeth Harbist
St. John Chrysostom, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Celebrating “Twos-day”

   Our 2nd Grade ECF class 
has been super busy the last two 
weeks learning their lessons with 
faith filled crafts.  
  On Feb. 22, they learned 
about Moses leading the chosen 

by Father Kevin Marks
St. Michael, Campbell, Ohio people across the Red Sea to the 

promised land by crafting the Red 
Sea and people.  
   Last week, they learned the 
Lord's Prayer by making bracelets 
signifying each part of the "Our 
Father" with a color and special 
meaning. n



ss. peter and paul in tarentum, pa. 

  We celebrate each year a 
significant Feast of the Encounter 
of Our Lord with Simeon and 
Anna on Feb 2. 
  It concludes the Christmas cycle 
of celebration and delivers a very 
important message. 
  This itself is one more moment 
of Theophany: feasts or events 
where Jesus reveals to all of us 
His true nature. That is why it has 
historical and spiritual relation to 
Christmas. 
   The spiritual meaning of this 
Feast is the following: two very 
popular spiritual individuals of 
the Old Testament church, Noble 
Simeon and prophetess Anne, 
welcoming Jesus at the house of 
our Heavenly Father. 
   Also, this confirms his Messiah 
status as well. It was not needed 
for Jesus because He knew who 
He is. But it was very needed for 
all faithful of the Old Testament 

Feast of the Encounter
church, all members of that 
society, and all humanity. 
   We should keep in mind that 
this confirmation and invitation 
to join Jesus is still active.
  The faithful of Byzantine 
Catholic tradition know there is 
one more significant custom there 
on the Feast of the Encounter. 
   Referring to Jesus, providing 
the blessing to the household of 
Zaccheus, the Apostolic Church 
provides the blessing of all 
domestic churches of our faithful 
via blessing the candles. 
   The candles shared the physical 
joy and happiness during 
Christmas. But these blessed 
candles provide spiritual support 
for the spiritual life of our faithful.
   As mentioned in the prayer for 
blessing the candle enlightens 
our hearts and souls.
    So, let those blessed candles 
help us grow in spirituality and 
obtain many  blessings. n

st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 

sisters of st. basil the great in uniontown, pa.

World Day of Prayer for
Consecrated Life

the byzantine catholic world

parish news continued

by Father Vasyl Polyak
SS. Peter and Paul, Tarentum, Pa. 

  On Sunday, Feb. 20, St. Gregory’s 
parishioners gathered at Mt. 
Lebanon Lanes for an evening of 
bowling and fellowship. 
    We all enjoyed this time together 
as we prepare to enter the Great 
Fast. n

Pin pals
by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

      Posted Feb.2 on Facebook by the Sisters of St. Basil the Great: Today is 
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life. In your prayers tonight, please 
pray for all Religious and for vocations. n
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st. gregory in upper st. clair, pa. 

   All was ready in our church hall, 
on Sunday, Feb. 13, for our St. 
Valentine Party. 
  In the beginning of our celebration, 
Father Deacon Michael George 
shared with us the life of this 
famous Third Century priest-
martyr Valentine. 
   Afterwards our ECF students 
were ready to make St. Valentine 
crafts, Valentine jewelry, and being 
creative with cookie decorating. 
  As part of our celebration, we also 

had the kick-off of our Prayer 
Blanket Ministry. 
   The Prayer Blanket Ministry 
touches the lives of those who 
receive the blankets and those 
who construct and distribute 
them. 
   A beautiful ministry that brings 
comfort to the sick while sharing 
in fellowship and fun. 
  It was truly a beautiful Sunday 
for our parish family as we 
honored the patron saint of love 
and began a ministry of love to 
our faithful. n

parish news continued

Closing of 50th anniversary
by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

St. Valentine Party 

  On Sunday, Jan. 30, St. Gregory’s 
parishioners gathered to celebrate 
the Sunday of Zacchaeus and to 
honor the Holy Three Hierarchs: 
Basil the Great, John Chrysostom, 
and our patron saint Gregory the 
Theologian-Nazianzus. 
  This Sunday was also the Closing 
of our 50th anniversary year. 
   As part of our celebration, 
we welcomed Father Roman 

Andriitso and his family who 
have arrived from Ukraine to 
begin pastoral ministry in the 
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh. 
   At the conclusion of the Divine 
Liturgy a festal procession took 
place with the proclamation of 
the Four Gospels. 
  We continued with our 
celebration in the Church Hall 
with a festive potluck luncheon 
which was enjoyed by all. n

Father Roman Andriitso. Father Valerian 
Michlik

by Father Valerian Michlik
St. Gregory, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

PAGE  12                                                                                                                                                           MARCH 2022



the byzantine catholic world

st. michael in hermitage, pa.  ss. peter and paul in warren, ohio

   SS. Peter & Paul in Warren, 
Ohio chose Akron Children’s 
Hospital in Howland, Ohio for 
their annual Christmas Outreach 
Program.  A check and gifts were 
presented in January.  

  Pictured (below) are Father 
Simeon Sibenik; parishioners 
Mary Anne Karchut and Betty 
Zombar; Patricia Bickerstaff, 
operations supervisor for Akron 
Children’s; and Jamie DeMaine, 
manager of volunteers at the 
hospital. n

   The Parish Guild held its annual 
Anniversary Dinner along with a 
meeting to plan their yearly events.
  Something new this year will be 

a Mardi Gras Social and a New 
Year’s Eve Party.  
  Thank you to all who attended 
and to the board members for 
their dedication. n

   On Sunday, Feb. 13, our GCU 
Lodge 258 celebrated GCU 
Founder's Day.  
   A check was presented for the 
maintenance of the church.  

   Also, Lodge 258 provided 
several goodies to parishioners 
including heart-shaped cookies, 
ice scrappers, coloring books, 
calendars, and informational 
material on the GCU.  
    Happy Founder's Day GCU! n

parish news continued

by Lisa Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio
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Christmas outreach GCU Founder’s Day 

Parish Guild anniversary
by Lisa Mosko
SS. Peter and Paul, Warren, Ohio

by Father Kevin Marks
St. Michael, Hermitage, Pa. 

by Father Kevin Marks
St. Michael, Hermitage, Pa. 

Feast of the Encounter

   The Solemn Blessing of 
Candles took place on Feb. 2 at 
the Holy Day Divine Liturgy, the 
Encounter (Presentation) of our 

Lord in the Temple.  
  The candles remind us of the 
light of Christ and just as we see 
the candle flame, we are to shine 
with the light of Christ in our 
daily lives. n
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The mystery of 
baptism is an 
action of both 
God and the 
human person.  
When we 
are baptized 
we enter into 

God’s life, we become children 
of the Father, brother and sisters 
to his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ 
and receive the Holy Spirit.  That 
is why we are baptized “in the 
Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Our 
faith teaches us clearly that we 
cannot do this by our own human 
powers, but only by the action and 
blessing of God.  However, for 
this to happen, we need to open 
our free will to his goodness.  This 
is why, in baptism, God is acting 
to make us God-like, while we are 
acting to turn away from sin and 
to commit ourselves to Christ and 
his gospel.  Today, most people 
enter into baptism as newly-born 
infants, and are yet unable to make 
these decisions and commitments, 
so they are made for us by our 
parents and are spoken in the 
rite of baptism by the sponsors, 
the god-parents.  This does not 
take away our freedom, for it only 
makes real in us the saving power 
of God, which we freely either 
accept or reject when we are able 
as we grow in age and maturity.  
However, we need the power 
of God and it is there for us to 
embrace it.
  Accepting baptism was seen as 
a struggle with the devil, won 
only by prayer, fasting and divine 
power.  When we are baptized, 
the priest performs an exorcism, 
completely unlike those seen in 
modern entertainment shows, but 
instead a process of leaving the evil 
of the world in order to accept the 
goodness of the Kingdom of God.  
We become no longer slaves to 
the devil, but followers of Christ 
who pray as he taught us, “Thy 

will be done, on earth, as it is in 
heaven.”  Thus after the exorcism, 
we explicitly promise, “I renounce 
Satan, and all his works, and all his 
angels, and all his service, and all 
his pride.” The Fathers called this a 
purification, and John Chrysostom 
said the exorcisms brought about 
Christian equality: “This rite 
does away with all difference and 
distinction of rank.  Even if a man 
happens to enjoy worldly honor, if 

he happens to glitter with wealth, 
if he boasts of higher lineage or the 
glory which is his in the world, he 
stands side by side with the beggar 
and with him who is clothed in 
rags and many a time with the 
blind and the lame.” In another 
place, he observes the same about 
baptism: “In the Church there is 
no distinction between slave and 
free, foreigner and citizen, old and 
young, wise and foolish, private 
citizen and king, female and 
male.  Men and women of every 
age and condition go into that 
bath of waters in the same way; 
kings and peasants enjoy the same 
cleansing.  This, above all others, is 
the greatest proof of the nobility 
among us, that we initiate in the 
same manner the beggar and the 
prince.” 
Chrysostom also noted the bodily 
posture of the ones being exorcised.  
They were to stand with bare feet 
and outstretched hands.  This is 
done for a baby by his or her god-
parents. This shows our sadness 
at being a captive of the devil.  
Exorcism, then is our freedom from 
the devil, and the cleansing of our 
house for a royal visit (Christ).   St. 

Cyril of Jerusalem gives the same 
meaning to exorcism as St. John 
Chrysostom, it is our purification: 
“Just as gold is purified of foreign 
substances by fire, so “exorcisers, 
infusing fear by a divine breath, 
and setting the soul on fire in the 
crucible of the body, make the evil 
spirit flee.”
   Becoming a Christian is  a 
protracted struggle with the forces 
of evil, particularly Satan as evil 
personified, who was rebuked in 
the strongest possible language: “I 
abjure you, O most crafty, impure, 
vile, loathsome and alien spirit.”  
In the present ritual, the first 
prayer is the strongest, implying 
physical possession.  The exorcism 
is an expression of the fear that 
we are under the control of an evil 
power, which can be broken only 
by the name of God.  Therefore, 
the third  exorcism begins with 
the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew name for God, “the One 
who is,”  “Eternal Being.”  This fear 
has been exploited by occultists 
and the modern entertainment 
media, which present a grotesque 
Satan, outside of ordinary 
human experience.  The demon 
possession in the baptismal 
liturgy, however, reflects the real 
situation, and is more terrifying 
- the fact that our daily lives are 
vulnerable to evil.  We must all 
struggle against this evil power, 
especially through knowledge and 
enlightenment, but we cannot win 
the victory by ourselves.  We need 
the awesome power invoked in 
the exorcisms, the power of “the 
Lord who triumphed over the 
adverse powers by his crucifixion, 
when the sun was darkened and 
the earth quaked and the graves 
were opened and the bodies of 
the saints arose.”  The prayers of 
exorcism are an admission that we 
cannot conquer evil by ourselves, 
but that we need the power of 
God.
   After the exorcisms, we make 

a solemn renunciation of the evil 
one, that is, Satan. Because of this 
Hebrew background, and because 
similar formulas are found in 
the New Testament, as Romans 
13:12, “Let us put aside the deeds 
of darkness and put on the armor 
of light,” it is possible that the 
renunciation of Satan goes back 
to apostolic times.   From Gospel 
times, baptism was connected 
with the struggle against Satan.  
Immediately after his baptism, 
Jesus goes out into the desert to 
struggle with Satan.  Jesus links 
his passion on the Cross to a kind 
of baptism, asking his disciples, 
“Can you be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am to be 
baptized”  (Mark 10:38).  
  The renunciation of Satan was 
true liturgical drama.  In the 
standard ritual for baptism of 
adults, the candidates would face 
towards the West, the direction of 
the setting sun, hence associated 
with darkness. They raised their 
hands as a sign of being searched.   
The ancient rite, no longer used, 
explained, “That is why you stand 
and hold up your hands when I 
command, as if you were being 
searched, so that no one will 
have anything hidden on him 
that belongs to the devil.”  The 
Fathers taught that Satan was 
actually present, citing at times 1 
Peter 5:8-11, a baptismal homily, 
“Your enemy, the devil, prowls 
around like a lion, looking for 
someone to devour.” The ancient 
rite explained, “The devil now 
stands to the West gnashing his 
teeth, tearing his hair, wringing 
his hands, biting his lips, 
crazed, bewailing his loneliness, 
disbelieving your escape to 
freedom.  For this reason Christ 
sets you opposite the devil, that 
having renounced him and having 
spit upon him, you may take up 
the warfare against him.” n

thoughts for our day
by Archpriest David M. Petras

Becoming a Christian 
is a protracted 
struggle with the 
forces of evil. 

renouncing evil

             

St. John the Baptist Cathedral 
Munhall, Pa.
www.stjohnsbyzantinecathedral.com 

   Here is the most current list 
of parishes broadcasting Sunday 
Divine Liturgies and other 
services to the Faithful via their 
websites and social media sites 
such as Facebook. 
  For changes or to be listed, send 
information to bcw@archpitt.org. 

Parish Liturgies broadcast via internet 
St. Michael
Campbell, Ohio 
www.facebookcom/st.michaelbyz.
campbell
   
St. Elias 
Munhall, Pa. 
www.facebook.com/
StEliasByzantine CatholicChurch/

SS. Peter and Paul
Braddock, Pa.
https://www.facebook.com/
SSPeterPaulBraddock/ 

St. Michael
Hermitage, Pa.   
https://www.facebook.com/
stmichaelbyz.hermitage 

St. Stephen
North Huntingdon, Pa.  
www.facebook.com/
ststephenbyzantinecatholicchurch

St. Mary
Winder, Pa. 
https://www.facebook.com/
StMaryDormition

Holy Ghost 
McKees Rocks, Pa. 
www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org
www.youtube.com, then type Holy 
Ghost Church Live Stream
 
St. John Chrysostom
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
www.sjcbcc.com
     
St. Gregory 
Upper St. Clair, Pa. 
www.facebook.com/stgregoryusc
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pope francis answers questions on italian television 

elderly “should be cared for like a treasure of humanity: they are our wisdom , our memory”  

VATICAN CITY — Pope 
Francis is dedicating the 2022 
World Day for Grandparents and 
the Elderly to the importance of 
inviting older people to contribute 
to building a better world.
  The pope has chosen “They shall 
bear fruit even in old age” from 
the Book of Psalms (92:15) as the 
theme for the second world day, 
being celebrated July 24, 2022.
  The theme “intends to 
emphasize how grandparents and 
the elderly are a value and a gift 
both for society and for ecclesial 
communities,” said a Feb. 15 

communique from the Dicastery 
for Laity, the Family and Life, 
which was promoting the world 
day.
  The same day, the pope tweeted 
that elderly “should be cared for 
like a treasure of humanity: they 
are our wisdom, our memory. It is 
crucial that grandchildren remain 
close to their grandparents, who 
are like roots from which they 
draw the sap of human and 
spiritual values.”
  In its communique, the dicastery 
said this year’s theme “is also an 
invitation to reconsider and value 
grandparents and the elderly who 
are too often kept on the margins 

of families, civil and ecclesial 
communities. Their experience of 
life and faith can contribute, in 
fact, to building societies that are 
aware of their roots and capable 
of dreaming of a future based on 
greater solidarity.”
  “The invitation to listen to 
the wisdom of the years is also 
particularly significant in the 
context of the synodal journey 
that the church has undertaken,” 
it added.
  The dicastery invited parishes, 
dioceses, associations and other 
church communities throughout 
the world to find ways to celebrate 
the day. It said it also would make 

some pastoral resources available 
soon.
  Pope Francis established the 
World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly, celebrated each 
year on the fourth Sunday of 
July to coincide with the feast 
of Sts. Joachim and Anne, to 
emphasize the pastoral care of the 
elderly as a priority. Not only are 
grandchildren and young people 
called upon to be present in the 
lives of older people, but older 
people and grandparents also 
have a mission of evangelization, 
proclamation and prayer, and of 
encouraging young people in their 
faith, the dicastery has said. n

VATICAN CITY — Pope 
Francis told an Italian interviewer 
that forgiveness is “a human 
right.”
  “I’m going to say something 
that may shock some people, but 
it’s the truth: The ability to be 
forgiven is a human right,” the 
pope told journalist Fabio Fazio 
Feb. 6 during the primetime 
Italian talk show, “Che Tempo 
Che Fa” (What the weather’s 
like).
  “We all have the right to be 
forgiven if we ask for forgiveness. 
It is a right that flows from God’s 
nature and has been given to 
humans as an inheritance,” he 
said. “Someone who asks for 
forgiveness has the right to be 
forgiven.”
  A criminal, he said, must pay his 
or her debt to society, but still has 
a right to be forgiven.
  In the hourlong interview, Pope 
Francis repeated what he often 
has said about the scandal of 
weapons’ sales and the futility of 
war, the obligation to protect the 
environment and the need for 
a better-coordinated European 
process for welcoming migrants 
and refugees.
  Although Fazio did not ask 
specific questions about the 
clerical sexual abuse scandal, he 
asked the pope how he would like 
the church of the future to be and 
what he sees as the “critical issues” 
facing the church today.
  Pope Francis responded, “I 
imagine the church of the future 
the way St. Paul VI imagined it 
after the (Second Vatican) Council 
with the apostolic exhortation, 
‘Evangelii Nuntiandi,'” his 1975 
document on need to creative 

by Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service 

Forgiveness, friendship, prayer
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Pope Francis is pictured during an interview with Fabio Fazio on the popular Italian 
talk show, "Che Tempo Che Fa," in this screen capture from the Feb. 6, 2022, 
program televised by the Italian national broadcaster, RAI. Catholic News Service  
photo/RAI.

News from the Vatican

new ways to share the Gospel 
message with the world.
  Highlighting the ongoing 
relevance of the 1975 document, 
he said, “I added another that’s 
called ‘Evangelii Gaudium,’ but 
it’s not so original; it’s a plagiarism 
of ‘Evangelii Nuntiandi’ and 
Aparecida,” the document of 
the Latin American bishops he 
helped write after a meeting in 
Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007. The 
document called for a continent-
wide missionary outreach.
  And he told Fazio that the 
“greatest evil” in the church today 
is “spiritual worldliness — a 
worldly church.”
 “This spiritual worldliness within 
the church makes an ugly thing 
grow: clericalism, which is a 
perversion of the church,” he said. 
It increases “rigidity” and a reliance 
on rules rather than on God.
  In his response, and throughout 
the interview, Pope Francis 
insisted that Jesus’ incarnation and 
his death on the cross meant that 
Christian faith must take flesh in 
practical signs of love and care for 
others and in going out to preach 
the Gospel.
  Pope Francis said people who 
are born in developed countries to 
families who always have enough 
to get by and where health care, 
education and jobs are fairly easy 
to come by must recognize that 
they are no more deserving of 
those things than a person born 
into poverty with little or no 
access to any of those things.
  And while it is tempting to 
“look the other way” when the 
news reports on victims of war or 
migrants drowning or when one 
sees a person begging on the street, 
it is “a very ugly temptation.”
  “It is not enough to see, one must 

feel it, touch it,” the pope said, add 
that allowing one’s heart to be 
touched and recognizing a victim 
as a person, a brother or sister, 
is the only way to move toward 
finding a solution.
  Fazio also asked Pope Francis to 
define prayer.
  “Praying is what a child does 
when he or she feels limited, 
helpless and calls, ‘Daddy!’ or 
‘Mommy!'” the pope said. “This 
is the first cry of prayer. But if 
you don’t believe that you have a 
daddy or a mommy near you, you 
don’t know how to cry out, you 
don’t know how to ask.”
  “Praying,” he continued, “means 
looking at our limitations, our 
needs, our sins, and saying, ‘Daddy, 
look at me. Your gaze purifies me, 
gives me strength.'”
  Being comfortable with 
addressing God as father, he said, 
is a sign that one is “doing well on 
the road of faith.”
  The Italian journalist also asked 
Pope Francis how he is able to bear 
the weight of being concerned for 
the fate of the world and listening 

to so many individual stories of 
pain and suffering.
  But the pope insisted that his 
burdens are not so great and pale 
in comparison to the challenges 
and truly awful things so many 
people endure every day.
  “To tell the truth, I’m not a 
champion weightlifter,” he said. “I 
endure what most people endure.”
  The pope also said he does have 
some good friends, “who help me, 
who know my life as a normal 
person — not that I am normal, 
no. I have my abnormalities — 
but like an ordinary man who has 
friends.”
  “In fact, I need friends,” he 
said. “That’s one of the reasons 
why I didn’t go to live in the 
papal apartment, because the 
popes before me were saints 
and I couldn’t do it — I’m not 
so much a saint. I need human 
relationships, that’s why I live in 
this hotel, Santa Marta, where 
you find people to talk to, you find 
friends. It’s easier for me.” n

Pope chooses theme for July 24 World Day for Grandparents, Elderly

by Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service 

Pope chooses theme for July 24 World 
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
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liturgical schedule at the Seminary
“Come, let us sing 
joyfully to the Lord”
Join the Seminarians of Byzantine Catholic Seminary at 3605 Perrysville Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for Liturgical Prayer. Visitors are welcome at the Seminary 
chapel. Masking required of those who are not fully COVID vaccinated. Enter 
through the chapel door that faces Perrysville Avenue. It’s recommended visi-
tors call 412-321-8383 in advance. For more information about the Seminary: 

Schedule of Services for March 

TUE 1 7 a.m. First Hour (R)
WED 2 7 a.m. Akathist-I (M) 
  5 p.m. -Presanctified Divine Liturgy (R)
THU 3 8 a.m. Midday Office (R)
FRI 4 5 p.m. -Presanctified Divine Liturgy (M)
SAT 5 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R) 
  5 p.m. Great Vespers (R)                             
SUN 6 8 a.m. Festal Matins and Divine Liturgy (R)
  5 p.m. Vespers (R)
MON 7 9 a.m. Midday Office (R)
TUE 8 7 a.m. Third Hour (R)
WED 9 7 a.m. Festal Orthros (M) [LS]
  5 p.m. Presanctified Divine Liturgy (R)
THU 10 8 a.m. Midday Office (R)
FRI 11 5 p.m. Presanctified Divine Liturgy (M)
SAT 12 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy with Panachida (R) 
  5 p.m. Great Vespers (M) [LS]                       
SUN 13 7 a.m. Festal Matins (R)
MON 14 9 a.m. Midday Office (R)
TUE 15 7 a.m. Matins (R)
WED 16 7 a.m. Akathist-III (M) 
  5 p.m. -Presanctified Divine Liturgy (R)
THU 17 8 a.m. Midday Office (R)
FRI 18 5 p.m. Presanctified Divine Liturgy (M)
SAT 19 9 a.m.Divine Litrugy with Panachida (R) 
  5 p.m. Great Vespers (R)                             
SUN 20 7 a.m. Festal Orthros (M)
  5 p.m. Vespers (R) 
MON 21 9 a.m. Midday Office (R)
TUE 22 7 a.m. Moleben for Those in Illness (R)
WED 23 7 a.m. Akathist -IV (M) 
  5 p.m. Presanctified Divine Liturgy (R)
THU 24 8 a.m. Midday Office (R)
FRI 25 9 a.m. Festal Matins (R) [LS]
  5 p.m. Vespers and Divine Liturgy (R) [LS]
SAT 26 9 a.m. Divine Liturgy (R) 
  5 p.m. Great Vespers (M)
MON 28 9 a.m. Midday Office (R)
TUE 29 7 a.m. First Hour (R)
WED 30 7 a.m. Paraklesis (M)
  5 p.m. Presanctified Divine Liturgy (R)
THU 31 8 a.m.Matins with Great Canon (R) [LS]
  5 p.m. Presanctified Divine Liturgy (M) [LS]
 
(M) Melkite tradition (R) Ruthenian tradition  [LS] Livestream

 

go to www.bcs.edu.

MARCH 20 
Third Sunday of the Great Fast
Veneration of the Holy Cross

First day of Spring 

MARCH 26 and APRIL 2
Pre-Cana 2022
Byzantine Catholic Seminary of 
SS. Cyril and Methodius
Pittsburgh, Pa.
 

See more upcoming events at www.archpitt.org
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ST. MICHAEL 100TH ANNIVERSARY — St. Michael 
Byzantine Catholic Church in Campbell, Ohio will be celebrating 
their 100th Parish Anniversary on Sunday, July 31.  If anyone has 
ties to the Parish and has moved away and would like to receive an 
invitation to the celebration, you may email:   stmichaelcampbell100@
gmail.com or call 330-755-4831.  

FAMOUS FISH FRY — St. Elias, 4200 Homestead-Duquesne 
Road, Munhall, Pa. will hold its Famous Fish Fries on Fridays 
starting 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. March 4. They will continue throughout 
the Great Fast on March 11, 18, 25, and April 1 and 8. Available 
for takeout only are delicious fried fish sandwiches and dinners,  
haluska, pirohi, and csoroge for dessert! Call the church hall at 412-
461-9271 if you wish to place an order in advance.

PYROHY SALE — Noon-4 p.m. starting Friday, March 4 and 
every Friday during Lent excluding Good Friday; St. Pius X, 2336 
Brownsville Road, Carrick, Pa.  Haluski will also be sold.  Pyrohy 
choices: potato, sauerkraut, and cottage cheese. Pyrohy is sold frozen 
only and haluski sold for take-out only. Questions, or advance orders, 
call the church at 412-881-8344.

“MESSIAH IN THE PASSOVER” EXPERIENCE — 11 a.m. 
March 27, St. Gregory, 2005 Mohawk Road, Upper St. Clair, Pa. A 
vivid and exciting demonstration showing how Jesus fulfilled the 
ancient feast of Passover. This visual presentation will be conducted 
by Jeffrey Kipp of Chosen People Ministries. Jeffrey will explain 
the symbolic meanings of the various items of the Passover feast 
and highlight their relationship to the Last Supper that Messiah 
celebrated with the disciples, giving special emphasis on the 
redemptive significance of the crucifixion. The program gives the 
Christian community insight into Jewish traditions so that the 
Jewish roots of Christianity can be better understood.   The program 
is open to the public. 

ST. ELIAS HALL RENTAL — The social hall at St. Elias, 4200 
Homestead-Duquesne Road, Munhall, Pa., for your next event — 
parties, meetings, receptions — is available for rental. Large and 
spacious. For information, call 412-461-9271.


